
5562COMNDEAS

Government Orders

provinces share the saine waters. When our TAC percentage is
set before we sit down at the table, ail that is ieft for us to do is to
manage the resource properly. Provincial officiais then go home
and issue the licences needed to meet their quota, because each
province has its own fleet. The provinces finance the fleets as
well as the processing plants. This connection is very important.

Why arn I speaking about this today in relation to Bill C-30
which provides for early retirernent at 50 years of age? I aiways
beiieved that wisdom would come with age. It galis me to hve
to support this measure but I want history to remember this so
that these fishery workers will not have to pay twice for he
administrative mistakes of the federal governmcnt.

Other points could aiso be mentioncd. My colleagues raised a
number of them at second reading. I wouid, however, like to
ernphasize one thing again at this turne, namely that administra-
tive rules should not prevent those talcing early retirement fromn
benefiting from economic initiatives. lI time, some of the early
retirees may decide they want to cmbark on a second career and
they should not be prevented from doing so. Once they are back
up to speed, they will be filing tax returns and the state wil
corne out even on the deal, as they say. At this point in time,
however, it is important that this bill be passed so as to ensure
that these individuals, whether they live in Quebcc, New Bruns-
wick or Ncwfoundland, have food to put on the table.

Another concern of mine was-I asked questions to certain
senior officiais hast week and put the question to the minister,
perhaps wc can get an officiai answer-wili fishermen also be
chigible under the saie act? I have here a document which says
that in thc spirit of thc existing legislation and thc spirit of thc
fisheries recovery legislation-I do not remember thc exact
Dhraseologv-fishermen would indeed becorne eligible for this

be. Why bring this up? Because establishing pre-ri
programs for fishermen will require extensive discuss
the provinces. As I said earlier, fishing boats were subs
thc provinces.

How can we reconcile on the one hand, Ottav,ý
fishernien a pre-retirernent aliowance and on thc other
province refusing to forgive the debt on boats? That N
make any sense. Again, how much of the $1.9 bi
minister has made available wili be spent on pre-r,
progranis? I do not want to see one single dollar of th is 1
to waste. I hope that the Minister of Fisheries and Oc
corne to an agreement with his provincial counterpar
subject.

Faihing which I would suggest that thc resource
allocated to this measure be handed over to the provini
it can make appropriate arrangements. These are thi
points I wanted to raise. Much was said about the h
associated with this pre-retirement prograin and with t
expertise, but we did flot heur much at ail from thc go'l
about ideas for Uic fisheries of the future.

Let us hear about it. This represents a $1.9 billion in'
I want to be sure we do not end up no furtiler ahl
spcnding this kind of money. Whcn hie presented his
thc minister gave us Uic impression Uiat wc wouid h3V
idea of Uic situation aftcr six weeks of consultations.
have the date handy, but these six weeks must be alie
are coming to the end of thc parliamcntary session.
conclude that there wiih not be any new developmenu'
issues before the fali?

I wanted to look at the next problein froin this perspective.
Much remnains to be donc. As far as Uic industry rationalization The current mnarkct trend i
boards are concerned, sme steps were taken but Uiey have flot to handle sinaller volumes
bccn set up yct and wc do not know what their mernbcrship wilI pay a little more in returo.
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