
8245November 24, 1994 COMMONS DEBATES

Oral Questions

[English][Translation]

Can the Prime Minister tell us what he intends to do to answer 
the Auditor General’s concerns about the incompleteness of the 
information which has been made public?

[English]

BOSNIA

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Similkameen—Merritt, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, the Serbs have said: “If you hit us, this means all 
out war”. Meanwhile 200 peacekeepers are being detained, 
including 55 Canadian troops. Clearly our peacekeepers are in 
imminent danger despite claims to the contrary. This is no 
longer a peacekeeping situation. Will the Minister of National 
Defence pull our troops out?

Hon. David Collenette (Minister of National Defence and 
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I think we 
have answered some of these questions before. This is a very 
dangerous situation in Bosnia and Croatia. We knew the risks. 
We are doing our job there. We have no intention of pulling our 
forces out. We have said that we want to see the peace process 
through. We do believe the safety of our forces is paramount in 
the final analysis.

At this moment in time thankfully they are in good shape. 
Negotiations are under way and I have every hope this situation 
will be resolved shortly.

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Similkameen—Merritt, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, just two months ago the minister will recall that he 
renewed the six month commitment. I would like to quote from 
page 6087 of the September 23, 1994 Hansard. The minister 
said: “if the situation on the ground changes or if the political or 
military situation calls into question the safety of Canadian 
troops or the usefulness of the UNPROFOR mandate”. This is 
clearly happening. Will the minister show leadership today and 
pull our troops out of this situation?

Hon. David Collenette (Minister of National Defence and 
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we stand by 
the statement made in terms of re-engaging our forces. We are 
not in that kind of a situation. I would only caution the hon. 
member that it is better in difficult circumstances like this to 
work together. We should not make this a partisan issue, but 
should work together to assess and evaluate the situation.

This government will do nothing that will endanger the lives 
of Canadians serving a very noble cause for the United Nations.

Hon. Ethel Blondin-Andrew (Secretary of State (Training 
and Youth), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the committee has been travel­
ling across the country as that is happening and undertaking the 
social security reform exercise.

There have been a number of technical papers put forward. 
Those papers have provided information that is very important 
to the way in which the social security reform is undertaken.

In relation to that also we have been listening to Canadians 
across the country through the committee. They have let us 
know what the effects have been on their lives and their 
communities. We are very sensitive to that and that will be 
integrated into the direction the government takes on the overall 
reform.

[Translation]

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, only 
four of the nine technical papers on social program reform have 
been tabled to date, a few weeks before the consultation ends.

The Speaker: I would ask the hon. member to please not use 
accessories.

Mrs. Lalonde: Does the Prime Minister not agree that the 
consultation is thus being rushed because the only purpose of the 
reform is in fact to lower the federal deficit, despite what the 
finance minister said about social programs not being the cause 
of the deficit or the debt?

• (1430)

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I am glad to see the opposition accuse us of going too 
fast with the reforms, and to see that it would rather maintain the 
status quo for all programs in Canada.

Mrs. Tremblay: That is false!

Mr. Bergeron: You have misunderstood! You are not listen-
[Translation]ing!

Mr. Chrétien (Saint-Maurice): Mr. Speaker, I understood 
that we are going too fast, that we are too efficient, that we want 
to make changes, that we do not want the status quo, that we 
want to give the dignity of work to all citizens while the 
opposition prefers to maintain the status quo. The people of 
Quebec know very well that we want to see changes in Canada, 
while the members opposite are satisfied with the status quo. 
Very well!

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Natural Resources.

The minister admitted in this House that she was not inter­
ested in how the Hibernia project was managed. However, the 
Auditor General is interested in the issue and says that the


