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I want to suggest something to the member with which we in
the House will have to concern ourselves. The hon. member
mentioned in his speech on a couple of occasions that the bottom
line was the same bottom line. Having come from a business
background I realize the bottom line in business is earnings per
share. It is how much money we made and how much we have to
invest or reinvest. However in this boardroom the bottom line is
different. The bottom line for us as members of Parliament is
people. It is a totally different bottom line.

When we talk about the concerns of our constituents—and I
have to concern myself with my constituents—we think of the
number of people who are unemployed and the number of people
who are on welfare. They are looking to us to try to create some
confidence and try to stimulate the economy which has lacked
confidence for the last four or five years.
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The member talked about the convention centre in Quebec
City being a forum for bringing business together, creating
markets and opportunities for business exchange and exports. It
will create not only short term construction jobs. It will create a
convention environment where things can happen, where sales,
marketing and everything else can take place that will put
people back to work so that we can ultimately reduce the $30
billion disbursement on unemployment insurance and welfare
last year.

Can he not see that as a possible way of reducing and meeting
the objective?

The Deputy Speaker: The member for Fraser Valley West
has about a minute and a half.

Mr. White (Fraser Valley West): Mr. Speaker, I thank you
for leaving me enough time to answer the question. I appreciate
that we only have ten minutes and that he has five.

There is no question that people are a great resource. One has
to wonder why people lack confidence today in our government
and in our system. The overriding feature of losing confidence
in my riding—and I am sure it is so in many other ridings—is the
fact that the government continually overspends and lives far
beyond its means.

My speech addressed a major concern of the people I repre-
sent. Unless we get this under control there will be many more
people out of work. Just creating and spending more money in
government does not provide the impetus to get confidence back
in the country.

I thank the hon. member for his question. I would like to send
him back a message that unless we get this funding under
control, this debt, this deficit, the government will have a more
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serious problem with more people out of work, not less people
out of work.

Mr. Andy Mitchell (Parry Sound—Muskoka): Mr. Speaker,
on this my first opportunity to address the House let me
congratulate you on your appointment and your colleagues on
theirs as well.

It is an honour to be here today in the House representing the
great riding of Parry South—Muskoka and the thousands of
people who call the communities in my riding home. I would
also like to thank all those constituents for the trust they have
shown in me by electing me their member of Parliament.

My area includes the Muskoka Lakes, Georgian Bay, and is
the gateway to Algonquin Park. It is where north meets south in
Ontario and where people from all over come to enjoy nature at
and life at their very best.

It is also the riding which, until October 25 of this past year,
was represented by the grand old man of the House, Stan
Darling. Although we are from different parties I wish to thank
Stan publicly and on behalf of the constituents of Parry Sound—
Muskoka for his 21 years of service to the House and 50 years of
public life. Stan was the true constituency member, home every
weekend attending every event and always willing to help a
constituent no matter how small or how large the problem was.

Those who sat in the House prior to 1993 know of Stan’s
tireless work on the acid rain treaty which will allow my
generation and my children’s generation the opportunity to
continue to enjoy the beauty Parry Sound—Muskoka. Between
Stan and his predecessor, Gordon Aiken, the Conservatives
represented my riding since Bucko MacDonald, a former Toron-
to Maple Leaf and a good Liberal, who won it 40 years ago in
1953.

If Bucko, who unfortunately passed away three years ago, was
able to intervene from above to end the 40—year drought for the
Liberal team in Parry Sound—Muskoka, he will use his influ-
ence to end the slightly shorter drought for his other team and
1994 will be the year that the Toronto Maple Leafs win the
Stanley Cup.
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I cannot let this moment pass without taking the opportunity
to thank my wife, Danielle, and my children, Christopher, Peter
and Lisa, for the support they have shown me during the past
campaign and the personal sacrifices they are making to allow
me to serve my constituents as a member of Parliament. In this
vein it is appropriate to recognize the sacrifices being made by
the families of all members of the House. I salute each of them.

We are here today to debate the government’s throne speech,
to review and analyse the path my government intends to pursue
during the first session of the 35th Parliament. Our program can



