Address of President Roosevelt

COMMONS

capital of Canada with the Prime Minister
of Great Britain. Over the past two years
your meetings with Mr. Churchill have been
the signal for great events. The conference
at Quebec just concluded will, I am confident,
mark a further advance towards final victory.

The City of Quebec is the birthplace of
Canada. Beneath its cliffs, in 1608, Cham-
plain founded a settlement and established
a seat of government; upon its height 1s
erected a monument commemorating in a
single shaft the chivalry of Wolfe and Mont-
calm in the decisive battle of 1759. It is the
city in which, in 1864, the fathers of the Cana-
dian confederation assembled in conference
to fashion the Canada that was to be. We
were indeed delighted when we learned that
Quebec had been selected as the place of
meeting between Mr. Churchill and yourself.

We rejoice, Mr. President, that your visit
to Ottawa comes at a moment when for the
first' time in our long history as close neigh-
bours, soldiers of Canada and the United
States have fought side by side. Combined
British, United States and Canadian forces
have just completed the occupation of Sicily
as a first step in the liberation of Europe.
Combined United States and Canadian forces
have just occupied the last Japanese outpost
in the western hemisphere.

The tapidity with which the American
people gathered their strength, and the
momentum and magnitude of their war effort,
have filled the world with amazement. All
Canada joins in admiration for the efficiency
and heroism of the men of the fighting forces
of the United States. In the southwest Paci-
fic, in the Aleutians, in North Africa, in
Sicily, in the skies over every battle-front and
on all the oceans of the world, their deeds
are recording a glorious chapter in the history
of freedom.

In the combined efforts of the military
forces and the peoples of the United States
and the British empire, joined with those of
the heroic peoples of Russia and China and
of the other united nations, lies the certainty
of complete victory over the forces of tyranny
which have sought the domination of the
world.

Canada counts it a high privilege to have
the opportunity of drawing into relations
of closer friendship, understanding, and good
will, the United States and the nations of the
British commonwealth. We are firmly con-
vinced that in the continued close association
of the British commonwealth of nations and
the United States of America lies the surest
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guarantee of international peace, and of the
furtherance of the well-being of mankind
throughout the world.

(Translation) Mr. President, once more,
and using this time the other official language
of our country, I wish to extend to you the
most cordial welcome on behalf of all Canada.

Mr. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (Presi-
dent of the United States): Your Excellency,
Your Royal Highness, Mr. Prime Minister,
and members of the Parliament, and all my
good friends and neighbours of the Dominion
of Canada,—It was exactly five years ago last
Wednesday that I came to Canada to receive
the high honour of a degree at Queen’s uni-
versity. On that occasion—one year before
the invasion of Poland, three years before
Pearl Harbor—I said:

We in the Americas are no longer a far-
away continent, to which the eddies of con-
troversies beyond the seas could bring no
interest or no harm. Instead, we in the
Americas have become a consideration to every
propaganda office and to every general staff
beyond the seas. The vast amount of our
resources, the vigour of our commerce, and the
strength of our men have made us vital factors
in world peace whether we choose it or not.

We did not choose this war—and that “we”
includes each and every one of the united
nations. War was violently forced upon us
by criminal aggressors who measure their
standards of morality by the extent of the
death and the destruction that they can inflict
upon their neighbours.

In this war, Canadians and Americans have
fought shoulder to shoulder—as our men and
our women and our children have worked
together and played together in happier times
of peace.

To-day, in devout gratitude, we are cele-
brating a brilliant vietory won by British,
Canadian and American fighting men in
Sicily.

To-day, we rejoice also in another event for
which we need not apologize. A year ago
Japan occupied several of the Aleutian islands
on our side of the ocean and made a great
“to-do” about the invasion of the continent
of North America. I regret to say that some
Americans and some Canadians wished our
governments to withdraw from the Atlantic
and the Mediterranean campaigns and divert
all our vast strength to the removal of the
Japs from a few rocky specks in the north
Pacific.

To-day, our wiser councils have maintained
our efforts in the Atlantic and the Medi-
terranean and the China seas and the south-
west Pacific with ever-growing contributions;



