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Farm Prices

Mr. WRIGHT: The manifesto reads:
Encouragement of producers' and censumers'

cooperatives; the re.storation and maintenance
of an equitabie reiationship between prices of
agricuitural products and those of other comn-
modities asud services; and improving the
efficiency of expert tracte iu farm products.

And later on:
The substitution for the present systemn of

fereigu trade, of a systern of import aud expor.t
boards to improve the efficiency of overseas
marketing, te cautrol prices, and ýto integrate
the ýforeign trade poiicy with the requirementh
of the national econemic plan.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sun'bury): That is
pretty general; yeu could drive a coach and
four through that.

Mr. WRIGHT: It is net any more general
than this bill. Section 9, subsection 1, para-
graph (g) reads:

te, purchase at market or contract prices and
export any agricuitural product under any
contract between His Majesty in right of
Canada and any otheî' goverumeut or agency
thereof and te do -ail things neceasarily inci-
dentai thereto;

1 think the principle ef expert 'boards fer
agricultural produets is a sound one . It is a
principie which. will have to be followed if we
are te stabilize the prices of agriculturai
preducts net enly in Canada but throughout
the wor]d. As the minister bas stated, there
have been tremendeus fluctuations. These
fluctuations have been caused flot only by
differences in production from year to year
but by the resuits of speculative marketing.
When there has been a surplus ini a certain
seasen of the year or in certain years these
specu]aters have been able te cerne in and
buy up the surplus at lew prices, which forces
down the prices, store or process it and then
reap the reward later on. I think the gevern-
ment shouid endeav&ur te have this board
take the place of the speculative markets
which have fermeriy contrelied the prices of
agricuiturai products. That sheuld be one ef
the objectives ef this board.

The minister lias stateil that the board is
to consist of three members. 11e says that
he preposes te appoint a chairman imme-
diately and te haive twe men frem the depart-
ment ass4st hirn until the board starts te
fcînction. The board in the meantime is te
gathier statisties. I agree with the minister
se far as flic imminediate appoiutment ef a
eb)air-man is cencerncd, but 1 believe the
oliier two mnembers sheuld aise be appeinted
innediateiy. One ef these sheuid represent
the ceusurners ef Canada and the ether the
preducers. Therc ý,houid be a scretariat set
up te gatber these facfs and figures and place
tlîcm net eniy before fhe chairman ef the
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buard but before the consumners and the pro-
ducers ef the country threugh their representa-
tives. I think the board would be more effi-
cient if that were donc than simpiy te appoint
a permanent chairman at this time and
appoint the other two members temporarily.

The commodity boards te be set up under
this legisiation shouid be controlled by the
producers, by the ceeperatives which have
been set up in varieus sectiens. I realise that
agriculture is perhaps net su.fflciently weIl
organised te be able te appoint ail the comn-
medity beards, but it is well enougli organised
te appeint a great many of them. With
proper encouragement and education by the
government, these cooperative organisations
shouid handie this phase of the matter for
the government. I make this suggestion
because I thiuk it is important that these
commodity boards sbeuid ho representative
of the îyreducers of Canada. They can he
.epresentative of the producers of Canada
enly if the producers are prepared te get
togetlier and organise their own cooperatives.
I suggest what I have suggested before, that
this ho taken into consideration and where
ceoperatîve organisations exist, and they do
in some eases, tbey should be used as the
comrnoditv beards te handie particular
prod LIetS.

As the minister bias stafed, the necessify for
this bill is due largciy te the fact that we
have had eeiiing prices. The figures placed on
the record by the minister show quite clearly
that during the iast wvar and eighteen months
t hereatter, wlien there were no ceiiing prices,
t he prices of agricuitural preducts rose much
higlier than they were allowed te rise during
this war. Because ceiling prices have been
placed on agriculturai production it is only
fair that there should ho fluor prices during
the transition period.

We ail kuow that whien price ccilings were
first estabiabed in 1941 the ceiiing prices of
agricultural produets wvere tee low. It was
only atter organized agriculture had made
representations te the gevernment time and
time again that the ceiiing priees were 'raised
te a point wbere they were on a par with
other ceiiing prices. Theretore ngricul turc
bas something comîng te, it hecause of the
eeiling prices cstabiished in 1941. If this
legislation is used properly it should take into
consideration some et the differences which
exisfed in the early years et the war.

I do net think this board will be able te
operate succe;sstully if we continue te, permit
speculative markets in Canada. It is oniy by
taking the seliing ot agricuitural products
from the specuiotive markets that wc canP


