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Imperial Conference—Trade Agreements

COMMONS

This protection that was considered suffi-
cient, was only ecriticized by those industries
whose over capitalization would deserve them
as a punishment “controlled economy.” The
“little or no fiscal advantages” mentioned by
the Prime Minister have exacted as com-
pensation in the past these intermediary and
very high general tariffs, mentioned in sche-
dule E against all foreign markets outside the
Commonwealth. The Conservative party has
well deserved from its masters, the trade
trusts.

And our natural products: (Mr., Bennett).

I have said before, and I do not desire to
minimize the fact, that Canada must have
greater export markets for its natural products.
No country can live unto itself in this complex
age, and with our relatively small population,
with our vast and varied natural resources,
with our immense exportable surplus in natural
products, we perhaps above all other countries
must be assured of other markets than our own.
And I confidently believe that the people of
the United Kingdom will not hesitate to sup-
port our proposal knowing on their part that
it will mean increased prosperity to many of
their basic industries, and through them in-
creased prosperity to all classes of the land.

We must have markets outside the United
Kingdom, but this Government cares little
and discards as if it were non existent the
clause “the most favoured nation”. But what
about the resolutions, the recommendations
of the Economic Committee of the League
of Nations which, in June 1932, appealed to
all governments, in the following words:

The committee points out that the present
situation contrasts violently with that existing
previous to the crisis, at a period when
numerous trade treaties containing the clause
“of the most favoured nation” was in force.
A number, among the most recent, endorsed
reciprocity, while up to lately, the principle
“of the most favoured nation” was to be found,
so to speak, at the basis of all trade treaties.

The experts of the League of Nations were
of little weight in the recommendations of the
last Imperial conference. The Economic Com-
mittee are unanimous in stating that they are
of the opinion that “notwithstanding the in-
fraction with which they have to put up, the
clause “the most favoured nation” as to cus-
toms matters must be one of the essential
principles of economic trade and that its can-
cellation would cause unforeseen difficulties.”

The right hon. Prime Minister informs us
that he has simply laid down the foundation
“and that the economic imperialist measures
will, in the near future, be carried out”. That
is on what the Conservatives depend; as to
the consumers let them find elsewhere more
recuperative means such as an international
agreement would be both from a fiscal and
economic viewpoint.

[Mr. St-Pére.]

The wheat growers, copper, zinc and lead
producers of the empire, will see the prefer-
ence vanish should they not be able or refuse
to place these products on sale, in the United
Kingdom, at prices not exceeding the world
market prices, and, in sufficient quantities to
fill the requirements of the consumers of the
United Kingdom.

Let the workmen and producers of Canada,
put on mourning clothes, for England will do
her own bidding. If they are unable to com-
pete on an equal footing with other nations
on the British market, they will be out of
luck and will witness their industries totter.
That is a market which promises us very
little hope to relieve unemployment and the
industrial crisis.

Our hog producers, tobacco growers, dealers
in egg, pouliry, butter and other manufac-
turers of dairy products are equally liable to
encounter a preferential duty after a certain
length of time.

Mr. Wickham Steed, the great English
writer, has written the following as to the
English character:

I have often stated that the English mind
is a queer mixture of idealistic and matter of
fact notions. Both are held equally in earnest;
but during a period of economic crisis, the
latter, that is the safeguarding of private and
national interests, has the best of ideals.
Until order is again restored, the health of the
outside world is of little concern. Let the
foreigner go and hang himself! And when the
foreigner becomes too insistent, he is considered
very much a bore.

The proceedings of the Imperial Conference
have confirmed the psychological notations
of Wickham Steed.

The idealism of the English delegates
readily endorsed the agreements between the
nations of the commonwealth, forming ties
which will hinder foreign trade within the
British Empire, etc., but the matter of fact
turn of mind and fear that the foreigner will
prove himself very much of a bore made
them insert this proviso, in article 4 “not
exceeding world market.prices and in sufficient
quantities” a rather embarrassing clause for
those who depend on the United Kingdom
market to sell their products.

England also retains the right to refer our
tariff against her products to our Tariff Com-
mission, which I trust will be endowed with
the qualities requisite of members forming
such an institution and of which Mr. Thomas
Walker Page, late president of the United
States Tariff Commission, from 1920 to 1922,
stated:

To create an effective tariff, the members of
the Tariff Commission must be free from all



