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The Address-Mr. Barber

last speaker (Mr. Smnith) seerns to be worried
because certain notice of legisiation has not
been included in the speech from the throne,
but as this debate has progressed I think we
have ail Iearned that we may expect some-
thing more during the session than is provided
for in the speech, and that is one of the
reasons I arn taking a small part in this
debate.

1 arn sure that those who are interested in
the welfare of the returned man are pleased
Vo note that the government intends to make
more adequate provision for the veteran of
the great war and his dependents. There is
one matter I would like to bring ta the
attention of the minister, but as he is noV
ini his scat, 1 will bring it to the attention of
the government, and that is, the soldier who
is settled on the land under the soheme known
as so>lier settiernent. This soherne has been
in force for sorne ten yesrs and it is different
from otiheas which we have had, suoh es tihe
three thoumaxd fa=Imiy edheme. W-e were told
last session by the minister that 'tht scheme
mighlt go on fýw< sûme tirne, in fact it rnay
be like the brook and run on forever, because
as soon as twenty or fifty or one hunelred
families leave, othier are brought in to fill
their places. iBut tbat is sot the case wiitb
soldier settîcanent; -no further oans are being
made and iV is fast corning Vo what I must say
is noV a very suocessiful conclusion. Accord-
ing to the figures given ta, the house last ses-
sio>n by the then Minister of Immigration (Mr.
Fowie) we were inflormed that 24,484 returned
mnen were granted boans; "ht 1,266 lid .paid
off ther IoenS, anîd thhat tihe active settlers
on the land numibered 13,700. The hon.
mmnister did 60V te11 us liow mnany had .throwrn
up f heir holdings, but 'by the simple method
of su'bbraotion I Vhink we cain arrive at that
number. If we teike the figure of 24,484 T'e-
turned men who wvse gramnted boans and
subtract from that the figure of 13,700 active
settlers still on the land and 1,200 paid up,
we find ýthat thei goverument hms on its hands
aimost 10,000 sibandoeed farme, iwhille only
13,000 farrns are occupied by soldsiers who
are stiruggling tio mneet their obligations.

At this point I would like to refer Vo the
administration of this scheme. This adminis-
tration is costing the country about $1,5W0-
000 per year, and the minister prornised lasV
session that he would look into the matter
and sec if it would not be possible ta reduce
it. As we understood it, the abject of this
seheme was Vo Teestablish the soldier on the
land and he was ta reccive from the board
full encouragement and assistance. From my
experience I can say that the field men have

made an bonest effort ta carry this out. I
know a number of thera and they are of a
very fine type, but they are working under
instructions frorn headquarters and as far as
I can learn, the principal instruction given 'Vo
these men is Vo "lo>ok after collections." The
settiers are dogged from month ta month
for payment and finally threats of eviction
are made, xnany of which are being carried
out. This applies ta the British settlers as
well. I drew this ta the attention of the min-
ister on the 9tb of this month when I wired
and protested against the eviction of these
British settlers du-ring the winter months and
urged that this action be deferred for from
three ta six months sa that they might have
an opportunity of securing employment. I
received the following wire from the Acting
Minister of Immigration, dated February 11,
1930:

Colonel Rabtray advises instructions are ta
effeet that there je te bhe ne dispossessien until
spring.

I hold in my hand the original papers
served on one settler, which papers I know
have flot been withdrawn. The papers set
forth the conditions of the agreement, and
make the following statement with reference
ta the land:

Now thýerefore inLomiuch as the said defaulte
have noît been remedied but qtili continue, the
beard, h.ereiby pursuant to the terms of the eaid
agreement and of ail other powers thereunte

ealing, heréby notifies you that it intends ta
reeceind the agreement for sale of land in part
set forth as therein provided, and ta vest such
property in the board ahsolutely freed and dis-
oharged of aIl claime of you and any or &ai uch
persoa claiming or en'titled ta dlaimt through
or under you for any eatate in, or lien, charge
or encumbrance upon or against the said
property.

And f.urther take notice that the board in-
tends to vest the said land in itself thirty (30)
clear days frc>m the postiing by registered mail
ta you of this notice.

Further in regard Vo, the stock and equip-
ment:

Now therefore take notice that the board bas
considered its security in the said stock and
equipment impaired by reason of the defaulte
nexet above mentioned, and bas rescinded the
said several. condition-al sale agreements and
bas taken possession of the stock and equipment,
declaring the whele of the purchase price with
aocrued interest due -and payable a.nd will
preceed ta reseli the same ta caver the amount

own ith. respect ta the purohase price and
interet

And frurtber take natice that any deficiency
whioh may arise, by reagan of the resale of the
land or the stock and equirpaent will be oharged
ta you. and the board will hold you strictly
respensible for the payniént in f ull af any such
deficiency. Dated at Vancouver in the pravince
of British Columbhia this twenty-ninth. day of
January, 1930.


