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Having reference to the condition of Canada the truth of that, but I would like to have
at the time of the union with the province the Rne information on the subject.
undersigned is of opinion : That the authority
given by the 95th section of the British North The PRIME MINISTER. That despateli
America Act is an authority to regulate and is ln the report.
promote immigration into the provinces and Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Coula my right
not an authority to prohibit immigration. lion

A law which prevents the people of any coun-
try from coming into the province cannot be The PRIME MINISTER. I cannot at the
said to be of a local or private nature. On moment
the contrary it is one involving Dominion, and
possibly imperial interests. Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I understand

The measure was then referred to the im- that the position whicl my lon. friend
perial authorities and the result was that the Minîster of Justice takes l: That this
the Act was disallowed. That principle Act was beyond the powers of the legisia-
laid down by Sir Alexander Campbell at that tire of British Columbia and therefore vas
time las been followed ever since with disallowed. I would like to ask the Minis-
respect to British Columbia legislation on ter of Justice, whether it 18 the practice o
the subject of Chinese emigration. the Department of Justice to sit as a court

As regards the Natal Act, I have not it of interpretation upon provincial statutes
before me and I do not like ta speak from :nd deal with tlem ail in that way ; dis-
memory regarding it because this is a matter allowing ail those that are possibiy ultra
of very considerable importance, and I do vires-or is it tUe practice to leave that
not like to discuss the question without question to be determîned by the courts il

taving the documents so as tt e able to twe usual way.
speak with accuracy. But my recoliection The PRIE MINISTER TICE. Veia a
off the Natal Act is this :That the ques- question comes before the Departmet f
tion at one Urne was considered ns to whne- Justice for the purpose of settlng as to
ther or not, la British Columbia, it would wlether or not a iaw is ultra vires oa the
be possible to adopt the Natal Acf. The provincial parliament ; representations in
people off British Columbia said that tlie the tirst place are iavariably miade to theNatal Act did ot go far enougli. My lion, provincial government asliag tIat as a doubt
ffriend will bear la mid that the Natal lias arisen It may be set at rest by subse-
Act ias no reference to Chinese or Japanese quent legisation. If subsequent legisation
immigration, but lias reference ta immigra- is not passed and if in the opinion of the
tion generally. A persn wlio cannot coit-, Department of Justice tHe legisia ion is
ply with certain conditions laid down in that ciear y nitra vires, then disalnwance taues
Act witl respect to the speaking off thte Eng- pince. If there is a doubt as ta whetier
Ilsli tongue and being able to read and! legisnltion 1 uitra vires or not, it lu left

rite cannot settie in the colony off Natal. tvien to its operaton and to De settled by
The Natal Act would be impossible of ap- the courts. Tlie course to De pursued withplication here ; It would De impossible for respect to Acts passed by the provincial
us to allow the province f British Columbia legisatures as settled by an Order n
to have suclt an Act governing immigration. Council passed t June, 1868.
It is necessary for us to have an Act which
would wt applicable ta the wlre off the Do- Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). W hat does y
minion off Canada and the Natal Act us lion comes by the Deartmen
impoassible of application te the wiole Do- that in case the provincial authorities con-

rinion. I do nt want to go any ffurther at tend that their Act is within the comipetence
the present time. This question is one pf of te povncial egisanture, and the Depart-
considerable importance and it requires t ment of Justice arrives at an opposite con-
lie discussed with a present knowledge of clusion ; that la sucl case the department
ail that lias taken pince. I say ta my lion constltutes itself a judge instead of leaving
friend, that the princeple adopted, in se far the provincial authorities ta have that ques-
as fig disallowanc off this Acf s concrned tion dtermind Dy the courts.
by gien Department of Justice on a recent The MINISTER OF JUSTICE. Tiiere is
date, w the principal laid down by Sr a door open under tie statutes. If the ques-
Alexander Campell la 1884. fion h Ea on which the provincial authori-

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I would liko fies want ta bave t matter refferred te
farbae someoinformaton theorny tof Natao the coudts nd wltl say tiat tety wli haveThe Nsao Acf osdo bwmefmoet o to- th case staed for t e courts ; then tUe De-

licton hae ; s tt woldbehmpoibetrrsettAt asdb tepoica

as lias alien the princ of Britis h olumi partment off Justice e alw ya ready ta
toumbhae Ic as Auctov g imgrao C net thein lf way. That question lisgoIt ment taf the v y A wc was now arisen la tie province o Ontarlo wifli
dleallo-wed miglit be paeeed by thaf legîs- re spt d tafli rignf tante reranwlinture and wouid lic regarded ne eatlsfac-bedsodofintatwy
tor. No papliers have been broght down Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I voud con-
ta mis ouse on fud aubject. Substantial- eider that a fair way off denling with te
ly this ibns bea asperted in the prese of sabjeca. The provincial authorities adcre
Britio Columbia. I do got know te ta te thaeir view thit te Act is within ic legis-


