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tbr the. motiorn moved uby the hon. member for' Guys.-

rgh(X Ogden). hi question was discussed at consi-
Sd'ingthe last session of Parliament. If the

proposition iewsbe<oiotheHouse is, as the hon. niember for
Wes4 Uiddlesex elaitnas, au abeurd proposition, it certainly
reesived the saution ofOUa najority of the memb'rslast
Session when it-wa fairlysand fully debated. If it was an
abrdepropôsitioniany hen. friend (Mr. Ross), with that
outeness of kogical reasoning which ho has shown in the

oourse of his speech, will readily admit that he charges a
aege majority tue m bers with a want of knowledge of

what tbeyw.raboutin icceptingthatproposition lnstyear,
andI have n doubi bu they will prove themselves.absurd in
th. saime direction wh the vote is taken upon this propo-
sition. I think it is eles to enter into a temperance
argument, and I do nj 'intend to follow the rernarks of the
hon. member fbr WesI Middlesex (Mr. Ross), or of the hon.
geomteman who introduced this Bill. I place my support of
the proposed amendment of the Scott Act upon an entirely
different ground I 'hold that snmptuary tegisiation, in
ordér t4e b. efective in the communitv, must have
th, moal suipport of that community; and if the
fr1nds of the Temperance Act are incere they will admit at
once thatjt is desirable that it sbould have at ieast the sup
port of a majorit yof <he voters of any district in which it is
put in operation. That is-a perfectly reasonable proposition
to be made by the best friends of the Temperance Act, and
every on whb wishes 1o see it applied wili feel that the
oulychance of its bei'ng kept on the Statute-boak-for it can
only be applied in isolated counties as it is not a general
Act-is that communities wili feel the effect of the moral
power which:has put the Act into operation; and I think hon.
gentleman who are opposed to the Bill beg the whole ques-
tion when they say that 1o require a vote ofthe majority
will virtually repeal the Act. I say if it rests on sueh a
foundation, that the sooner it is repealed the botter. 1
would, however, be very sorry to have it repealed until it has'
been tested. There is no bon. member who will rise and
àïtempt to gain-ay the arguments which have been aivanced
setting forth the evils of intemperance. Thoy aie kvwn
and admitted among all of us who have aiy moral sentiment
at ail; the-only difference of opinion is as to how to deal
with these questions. I have, I believe, an honest opinion
that this is not the true way of dealing with
it, but 1 amwihling to lot it be tested. I am satisfied, and
Ibebeve I am in accord with many ofther gentlemen who
have watohed, legislation on this subject, that, as a rule,
legislation ii ineffective -for the purpose of supp)ressing
this evil; but as we havè legislation upon the Statute-book,
I desire that the pinciple of the Act should be tested, and
I think it cannot be fairly tested except by roquiring that a
majority of those who are entitled to vote for municipal
officers in each county, who are registered on the voters'
liste, shail be required to record their votes in favor of the
Aut before it is adopted. That is a proposition which
seems to be an eminently'fair one, and I do not propose to
sapportIt, because I intend by a side wind to kill the Scott
A; but I say that the advocates of the Act could not
make a greater mistake than to attempt to force on the
ommunity that which may be repugnant to them, by the
fact that they have an active organization and can bring to
the polis a small minority of the votes of a district,
and thas force the Act on the community. TThey take the
initiative, it is net the publie who take the -initiative. In
regard to the question of voting raised by the hon. member
for West Middlesex (Mr. Boss), I am willing to support any
amendment to the Act whereby duplicate votes shall'not be
counted and to have-the Act thus perfected; butit is unfair to
bring peopfe from their homes to vote down a proposition,
andifthey failed'to-do so, a minority would be able to force
the Aeton the cominunity. It was a blemish in the Act
from the beginning. We were powerless to change it. The

Act came do'wn fron the Upper Houe. out and dried, did it
was acdépted by this House. My hon. friend says itbhas
been brought about by slow degrees-that it is nt so<re-
thing whieh has been suddenly forcedoi the country. liaa
perfectly wiHling to admit that a large poetion of thei eot-
munity by petition called for this Aût. We know perfectly
well what petitions are and how they are got ùp.-WZknow
that retitions fbr-a Temperance Act would he sueh as may
men, though opposed to themr, would not have the
moral courage to refuse to sign; we know that thIy
representIin no .sense a majority of the comrhuhty,
but a minority; and it is useless to cite thohn
as evidence of public opinion. They are entitled tA
just as much credit as they bear whon taken in sonee tion
with the circumstances te which I have alluded, and they
are entitled to no more. The argument of my hon. friend
was largely one applicable tu the genoral temperanoe
question. I believe sincerely that the Maine Liquor Law
bas been a failure in the State of Maine. Arefelation was4
made by the Mayor of Bangor four years ago, which was
most damaging te the arguments of my hon. friend, and I
have no doubt h bas it amonghispapers. Thatigonleman
stated that he had been the temperanco cardidate, ad that
it was as much ashis political life was wot th to make a true
statement on the sujet, but ho toit his conscience compelled
hm to do so; and ho made a statement which ny bon.
friend from West Middlesex (Mr; Ross), would not dare te
repeat bore in reference to the state of temperance ii Maine.
I say it is in the interest of temperance, in the iuterost of
the effective enforcement of this law itself, that the Bill
before the House should pass. I believe it would strengthon
the hands of the temperance men more than anything else
they could do. I amn not arguing in favor of any associaton
I am entirely free from connection or Influence whatever;
but I wish to explain why I shall vote in favor of this Bill.
I shallvote for it bocause I conscientiously believe that if
this experienent is to be tried, it should be tried in such a
way as to have the moral fôrce of the community to back
it, and not to be thrust upon us by a minority, however
large' lu some cases this Act might be carried by one-
fourth or even one-tenth of the registered voters. That
smail minýority could force on the comimunity that which
was utterly repugnant to it, and we know vhat th econse-
quence would ho. It would be exactly as it was in the State
of New York in 1853 or 1854, when a Tomperance Act was
forced on the' community so utterly repugnant te the
majority of the community, that wheni it went into epera-
tion on the night of the 3rd of July, everybody purposo[y
violated it, and it bocame 'a dead letter and was never
enforeed at ail. I admit that it is dosirable, now that this
Act ie "on the Statute-boòk, that it should bc tested ;
but the gentlemen themselves show that they have no con.
fidence in the weight of their principles, orln their hold on
the communitly, or they would consent to that rough
principle-which I de not altogether bolieve in, but it is a
necesity-that the majority should govern. I presume
the rule of the majority is the only way by which we can
sastain a principle of legislation, whother political or moral.
I do not believe it always expresses the intelligent will oftbe
community. but as we have accepted that as the basis of our
general .k.ystem, I am perfectly willing to accept it hei.e;
and in any district where a proper majority 8hould wish te
carry that Aet, 1 should certainy do my best th further the
wishes of that majority. But until the temperanee advocates
in this louse or elsewhere are content upon a question like
this, affecting the private-rightesuand the private habits of
individuals-a sumptuary law, by which a man compels
his neighbor to do that which he may pot
desire to do-until they are willing, when they
force that law on the community, to subjôet it
to the will of a majority, I do not believe they are sineere
in their Contention that the country wanta such an:otadt-
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