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m for the motion moved by the hon. member for Guys-
rough (Mr. Ogden). - This:question was discassed at consi-
derable téngth during the last Session of Parliament. If the
;ﬁpo‘ﬁition ‘new before the House is, as the hon. member for
West: Middlesex claitns, an absaurd proposition, it certainly
reeeived  the namétion of & miajority of the membets last
Beasion' when it-was fairly and fully debated. If it was an
sbsurd 'proposition, my  hen. friend (Mr. Ross), with that
acuteness of fogical reasoning which he has shown in the
course of his'spevoh, will readily admit that he charges &
lsrge majority-of the members with a want of knowledge of
what they wera-about in /icoepting that-proposition last year,
snd 1 bave no'doubt but/fhey will prove themseivesabsurd in
the'same direction whejf the vote is taken upoun this propo-
sition. - 1 think it is Jseless to enter into a temperance
argument, and I do no//intend to follow the remarks of the
hon. member for West! Middlesex (Mr. Ross), or of the hon.
gentleman ‘who introduced 'this Bill. I place my support of
the proposed amendment of ‘the Scott Act upon an entirely
different ground. 1 ‘hold ' that sumptusry legislation, in
order 'to ~ be “efféctive in ‘the community, must_ have
the. moral sapport ~of that community; and if the
friends of the Temperance Act are Sincere they will admit at
once that jt is desirable that it should have at least the sup
port.of & majority of the voters of any district in which it is
put in operation. That isa perfoctly reasonable proposition
to be mude by the best friends of the Temperance Act, and
one who wishes to see it applied will feel that the
only chance of its being kept on the Statute-book—for it ean
only be applied in isolated counties as it is not a general
Act—is that commaunities will fecl the effect of the moral
power which has put the Act into.operation; and I think hon.
gentleman who are opposed to the Bill beg the whole ques-
tion wheén they say that to require a vote of the majority
will virtually repeal the Aef.re% say if it vests on such a
foundsation, that the -sooner it is repealed the -better. 1
would, however, be very sorry to-have it repealed until it has’
been tested. ‘There is no hon. member who will rise and
Hitempt to gain-ay the arguments which have been advanced
setting forth the evils of intemperance. Thoy aie known
and admitted among ull of us ' who have any moral sentiment
at ‘all ; the -only difference of opinion is a< to how to deal
with these guestions. I have, T believe, an honest ‘opinion
that this is not the true way of “dealing with
it, bat 1 am willing to let it be tested. 1 am satistied, and
‘I-believe I am in accord with many other gentlemen who
have watebed, legislation on this subject, that, as.a rule,
legisiation  is ineffective ‘for the purpose of suppressing
this evil; but as we bave legislation upon the Statute-book,
I desire that the principle of the Act should be tested, and
I think it cannot be fairly tested except by requiring that a’
‘majority of those who are entitled to vote for municipal
‘officers in- each county, who are registered on the voters’
lists; shall ‘be required to record their votes in favor of the
Aot ‘before it is adopted. That is a proposition which
seems to be an eminentlyfair one, and 1 do not propose to
sapport.it, bevause I intend by a side wind to kill the Scott
_Aet; but I say that the -advocates of the Act could not
make a greater mistake than to attempt to force on the
community that which may be repugnant to them, by the
fact that they have an active organization and can bring to
-the polls s small minority of the votes of a district,
and thas force the Act on the community. They take the
initiative, it is not the public who take the “initistive. In
to the question of voting raised by the hon. member
- for West Midulesex (Mr. Ross), I am willing to support any
amendment to the Act whereby duplicate votes shull not be
counted and to have the Act thas perfocted ; butit is unfair to
bring 5 from their homes to vote down & proposition,
smiifﬁzﬁaﬂedfto-do 80, & minority would be agle to force
the Aet-on the comiunity. 1t was a blemish in the Act1
from the beginning. - 'We were powerless to change it. The

Act camie down frem the Upper House cut and dried, and it
was accépted by this House. My hon. friend says it has
been brought about by slow degrees—that it in notsome-
thing which has been suddenly forced on the country. Tem
pertectly willing to admit that a-large portion of the com-
munity by petition called for this Act. We know perfectly
well what petitions are and how they are got'vip. ‘Weknow
that petitions for.a Temperance Act would be such as many
men, though opposed to them, would not haye -the
moral couragé to refuse to eign; we know that ' they
represent.. in no .semse a majority of the commuhity,
but 4 minority; wand it is useless ‘to cite ‘thom
a8 evidence of public opinion. They are entitled to
just as much credit as thoy bear when taken in eonnection
with the circumstances to which I have alluded, and they
are entitled to no more. The argument of my hon. friénd
was largely one applicable to tho genoral temperance
question. I believe sincerely that the Muaine Liquor Law
has been a failure in the State of Maine. A revelation was
made by the Mayor of Bangor four years ago, which was
most damaging to the arguments of my hon. friend, and I
have no doubt he has it among his papers. That gontleman
stated that he had boen the temperance candidate, and that
it was as much as his political life was woith to make a true
statcment on the sukject, but he felt his conscience compelled
him to do so; and he made a statement which my hon,
friend fromn West Middlesex (Mr: Ross), would not dare to
‘repeat here in referenco to the state of temperance in Muine.
1 say it is in the interest of temperance, 1n the interest of
the effective enforcement of this law itself, that the Bill
before the House should pass. I believe it would strengthen
the hands of the temperance mon more than anything else
they could do. I am not arguing in favor of any association ;
I am entirely free from connection or lnfluence whatever;
but I wish to explain why I shall vote in favor of this Bill.
I shall vote for it becanse I conseientiously believe that if
this experiement is to be tried, it should be tried in such a
way a8 to have the moral force of the community to back
it, and not to ‘be thrust upon us by a minority, however
large. lu some cases this' Act might be carried by one-
fourth or even one-tenth of the registered voters. That
small minority could force on the community that which
was utterly repugnant to it, and woe know what the conse-
quence would be. 1t would be exactly as it was in the State
of New York in 1833 or 1854, when a Temperance Act was
forced on the' community so utterly repugnant to tho
majority of tho community, that when it weut into opera-
tion on the night of the 3rd of July, everybody purposely
violated it, and it became ‘a dead letter and was nevey
enforced at all. [ admit that it is desirable, now that’ this
Act is on the Statute-book, that it should be tested ;
but the gentlemen themselves show that they have no con-
fidence in the weight of their principles, orfin their hold on
the community, or they would consent to thut rou

principle—which I'do not altogether believe in, but it is"a
necessity—that the majority should govern, 1 presume
the rale of the majority is the only way by which we:can
sustain a principle of legisiation, whether political or moral.
I do not believe it always expresses the intelligent will of the
community ;- but as we huve accepted that as the basisof our
general system, 1 am perfectly willing to aceept it heie;
and in any district where a proper mujority should wish to
carry that Act, 1 should cerwinly do my best 10 forther the
wishes of that majority. But until the temperance advocates
in this House or elsewhere are content upon a guestion like
this, affecting the private rights and the private habits of
individuals—a sumptuary law, by which a man compels

his neighbor to do that which bhe may not
desire to do—until they are willing, when they
force that law on the comimunity, to. sabjéct 1t

to the will of a majority, I do not believe they are sincere

in their contention that the country wants such an onact-



