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Here in Canada we have no doubt about the vast potential
of the Pacific region as an area of outstanding economic growth
and development in the decades ahead . On the basis of past
patterns of six to ten per cent growth in many countrie s
there, the Pacific region,before the turn of the century,
should provide the focus if not the engine of growth for
the world's economy .

In the face of this remarkable trend, Canada's
challenge will be to fashion policy responses which mak e
us an active and integral part of this new Pacific age . We
want to contribute to its development and to share in its
benefits .

In a speech in Hong Kong in July to Canadian
and Hong Kong businessmen, I drew attention to some of the
things we will have to do to meet this Pacific challenge .
One aspect must be to shape a greater awareness within Canada
itself of the new potential of the Pacific region, and to
balance our preoccupations as an Atlantic nation with a
deeper understanding of our Pacific personality . The othe r
half of our effort must be to formulate the policies an d
to implement the programmes -- both in the governmental and
private sectors -- which make this personality more manifest .

In the overall political sense, for example, w e
should try to develop approaches which, in addition to
meeting Canadian objectives, respect the diversity and unique
characteristics of our Pacific neighbours, which better
respond to their goals and aspirations, and which assist in
the building of community consciousness in the region. As
one step in this direction, last June I became the first
Canadian Foreign Minister to attend an ASEAN Foreign Ministers

Meeting as a dialogue partner . As time goes on, you wil l
see other manifestations of this new Canadian thrust .

There must also be a broader strategy in advancing
contacts between our people through educational and academic
exchanges and through the dissemination of cultural information .
It is on this foundation of richer understanding among persons
that economic activities can thrive better .

Finally, we must build economic relationships i n
the region which benefit not only Canada, but all concerned --
through increased trade, investment, development assistance,
and a variety of other exchanges and co-operative arrangements .
A nation as dependent on foreign trade as Canada must have a
sophisticated and responsible foreign policy in the economic
sphere . As part of this process, you will be aware of the
programme of visits which my colleague, the Minister o f
State for International Trade, has made to the Pacific region
in preparation for the Vancouver conference on relations with
the Pacific in November .


