
Some conimentators believe that the federal government can solve this difficulty by seizing
authority it lias been denied tbrough judicial interpretation. In 1949 McGill law professor F.R.
Scott wrote that the problemi is flot that there is too littie jurisdiction for the federal govemmnent
to proteot fundamental freedoms aud humnan riglits, but that "there is so much" (Scott 1977: 240).
Scott was dismayed by the denial of federal authority in the series of cases implementing
Bennett's New Deal - federal legisiation establisbing national standards in regard to maximum
hours of work, minimum wages, employment insurance, and the like. These initiatives were an
attempt, however cynical aud late in the day, to live up to international covenants adopted by the
International Labour Organization and ratified by Canada. AlI of these matters, the Privy Council
ruled, were in the realm of provincial authority -- ail that could be doue to implement them was


