
The Crimean Programme

There were several components to the Canadian team's progrmn= ini Crinma
official seminar sessions; meetings with local officials and representatives of miority
commnities; and direct contacts with local communities. Officiai, senar sessions were
held. in two locations: Simferopol, the Crhoean capital; and Miskor, near Yalta. It was
important for the Canadian team to develop a good udrtnng of all aspects of the
comiplex inter-ethnic situation in Crirea, and thus the standard senar format was
modified After a sma]l number of formaI presentations the semînar sessions developed
loto a wide-ranging dialogue which covered the most sensitive issues of concemn to the
various ethnie comimunities in Crimiea.

For examiple, it quickly became clear that one of the major problems facing the
Criman Tatars and other ethnie groups returning from internai, exilie, as well as refugees
from confllct areas who have settled i Cri=oa, is the acquisition of Ukrainian citizenship.
Thus in late 1996 the miajority of Tatars i Crirrea were still not citizens of Ukraine. This
is partly the resuit of problemns with Ukraine's legisiation, although recent changes in
Ukraie's citizenship law have elimhinated son-& of its deficiencies. Another problem,
however, is that the countries i which the Crimnean Tatars and other retunees once
resided have made it very difflcult for themn to renounce their previous citizenship. Since
Ukraine does not a]low for dual citizenship, this leaves returnees in a very difficuit
situation. Useful informnation on this issue was provided by Viadimnir Zubarev, a
promninent lawyer who is the director of the "Sodeistvie" (Assistance) Foundation on
Naturalisation and Humian Rights, based in Simnferopol. An ethnie Russian, Mr. Zubarev
also spoke about attempts to foster a dialogue between the Crin-jean Tatar and majority
Russian populations in Crirnea.

Given the "siege mnentality" which is widespread aznong ethnie commnunities i
Criiea, it is son-&timnes difflcult to get a good grasp of the specifle challenges faced by
specific subgroups withi these commnunities. Thus the ioembers of the Canadian tearn
made a special effort to encourage all semiànar participants to speak out. For exaniple,
women have carried, an enormnous (and ofren unrecognized) burden during the difficuit
process of Crirnean Tatar resettlenient, and are often the greatest victims of petty
harassment by local administrative authorities. Thus some of the m-ost valuable insights
loto commrunity problems were provided by representatives of Crimean Tatar women's


