
U.N.:TECHNICAL'AID - Canada  this year will 
increase from $800;000 to $1,500,000 her. con-
tribution tolhe United. Nations programme of 
technical assistance to materially underdevel-

-oped countries,.the Secretary...of State.for 
External Affairé, Mr. - I.-Br - Pearson, announced 
in the Hbuse of Commons bn . February . 

• His statement came during s'debate• on a 
member's resolution esking the 'Government to 
"consider the advisability  of  introducing 
legislation at this session.to substantially 
increase Canada's contribution to the United 
Nations technical assistance organization 
fund".:Members,bf all parties spoke in support 
of the resolution.- 

Some excerpts.from Mr: Pearson's speech 
were.: 

"At the United Nations we àré often re-
minded by Asian and African.speakerethatAsia 
and Africa are on the march, and that they 
will not be stoPped. That of . course'is , true; 
and there is-no;.reason why we-should want to 
stop them. But we Should of course do our best 
tp essfat that March toward:peaceful co-opera-
tiOn and free progrééS. - And. the kind of work 
referred  tom- the resblution ià• one way  in 
which we.can help direct.thatmarch in the 
right direction.lhat is Why the subject is 
such an important-one.. 

"The Canadian contribution tb.technical 
assistance has been exçeeded only‘by . that of 

-the. United  Kingdom, .the United  States and 
,France in the:past...If-Parliament votes the 
.amount..:Cenada's contribution will•be the 
thircilargest of the members of the United 

aqations I do.not . think.that.is  anything we 
2shmuld-Say boastfully,.butit-does at least 
Show we  are  playing à respectable. partinthis 

-very:important effort.- -  — 
7' "We •are.also playing apart.not only in the 
..contribution of funds but in the contribution 
of experts through the Uhited-Netions. In , Cân-
ada today-there are 217 United Nations tech- 

•nical assistance trainees- out of  a total of 
-300;. the rest of them come under the Colombo 
.plan programme. And there are 96•Cenadien ex-
.perts now serving.abread.in.the. United Na-
,tions...; 	 • 	. 
. 	• 

 
"In conclusion  I _would like to express my 

.agreement  with-the spirit and indeed the con- 
tent  of this resolution, eand tbemphasize.that 

: weare doing something-tobarry out the edvice 
express the .hope that 

-it will commend itself,to afl honemembers in 
thisebuse because, esbasbeen said  more  than 
once',,.  the. war ion'.want end backwerdness, on 

. depri*ation and-distressi.is a. road to peace." 

. 	. 	 . 	• 	..., 	• 	. • 
• . 	. 

Both. consumptionend. supplies.of he* coal 
available for consumption in Canada Were mod-
erately. lower in-19,52-than.in the preceding 
year, according,tor the Bureau's annual report 
on the coal mining,P?dustry, At the same time 
there were.declines  in doMestic production, 
exports and., ,imports::- 

(CAUL.February 19, 1954) 

• , 	 - 	 • 	 • 

CULTURAL- AGREF,11111T:  The  Department. ofEx- 
•ternal AffaireannoUnced on February 11.thàt,a 
'cultural' agreement 	been concludedbetWeen 
Canada and Italy. The agreement came'into 
force through an eXcharigé of notesSt -41bMe 
between the Cenadian•AmbaSiador. to Italy:and 
the.  Foreign  Minister of Italy. 

, In accordance.with the terms ofet previone 
settlemenvof Cânadian "blocked  balances", in 
Italy, the Gbvernment of Italy will.depoSit 
with.a Cenadian foundation, to:be established 
in Rome, the- equivalentof $500,000 (Canadian) 

. in Italian Gbvernment bonds, bearing interest 
at the rate of 5%.  Interest from the bonds, 
amounting to approximatèly the equivalent of 
$25,000 (Canadian) annually, would be used in 
Italy:tor Canadian'cultural activities in-
cluding. the provision of scholarships. and 

'fellowships for-Cànadianà'who wish to pursUe 
studies or research in Itely. 

. The agreement gives.the Gbvernment  'of  Italy 
the right to maintairiat its owm eicpense i  an 

 Italian cultural institute in Montreal:',./he 
purposes  and • funétions of this institute would 
be generally similar to those of•the'Cânadian 
foundation in Rome, . • 

In general .the iwo tovernmentsagree to 
co-operate closely in order that the. citizens 
of each country may know and understand better 
the people, the institutions, and the cultural 
life of theother. Thus, they wilrencourage -

.theexchange of scientific end.technicaPpub- 
-lications and material of an- edUçàkienarna- ‘ 

 - ture.• , 
• 

• • 	 * * * * • 	• - 
• • • - 

AUWORD'ALdn,'SALES IN:1953:1-aqi year,Càn-
adians boughtmorenew cars than.ever . before 
and the smallest number of new trucks,since-
1949,• the Dominion Bureau: of Statistics re-
ported Februaryli...Combined sales reached an 

• all-time high of 461,887». up 15% from 400,777 
.in 1952-and more.thsn four.times the 114,747 
'sold in. 1939. The 153. total  was 7,5% above 
:the previous .peak of 429,695 sold inj.950,- 

. A.23% jump in . themumber Of-new Cars sold, 
to . .358,661..from 292,095.in.1952, more-than 
offset a 5%,dreP in commercial *éhicle sales 
to.103,226. from 108,682. Moré.newPessenger 
cars , were-bought in all  provinces,  percentage 
increases ranging from 11%in Prince Edward 

'Island to• . 37.5% in Newfoundland, 
Retail value of new Motor vehicleS climbed 

16%.in 1953 tba record $1,161,660;756.from 
$1,003,662,341 in 1952, With.advanées every-
Where except in Prince.EdwardIsland:-New 'cer 

• sales were valued at $898,628,285,  â. gain of 
24% froM $725,167,630, while:new.commercial 
vehicle sales were *glued at $263,0 P  32 711 a 

- 

• 
• 

Wholesale'sales 'were slightly.higher in 
value in DeceMber than_in'the correspendihg 
month of 1952, and thè Bureau'àindex,. on the 
1935-39 basé, moved up to 344.4 from 340.8. 

J. 


