
of technical, vocatioia2 an~d training schools as well as for

other types of trainin~g. The current Vocational Scilool.sP
Assistannt AEreeinent was entered into with the provinces in

1945 and provided for' a total contribution froni the 'Ledera1

governinent of $30 mhillion,. I am happy to say thàt al

provinces partîipated in this programmne and that it wvas

neyer sueLgested that thle proËramme wa-s unconstitutional
or that it inter'tered with provincial autonomy.

The anueul grants Vo universitîes were apprçved

by Parlianient in 1951. I 195~2, thle Canadian govezrnnenV

cecided to use Vthe bl~ocked funds held in ?xance and in~ Vthe

Netilerlands Vo provide schola'siips for Canedîar±a to study

'in tilose countries. Thie'governleft esked the Royal. Society
of Canada Vo talw Vthe responsibility of selecting thle

candidates, and in Vthe lest four years about thirty soilolar-
ships have been awarded annual.ly,

Finelly, special grants have been giveri byr the*

federal governmezit to some private museuis, and annueal

grants have been mnade to several voluntary socîetie sucil

as the Royal Canadieni Acadeniy of~ the Arts, Vthe Canadienr
iiriters' Found&tiQfl and Vthe Royal Society of Canada.

This brief description shows tilat an extensive

national cultur'al polioy has been gradually developed by

the Canadian government, alVhough niany Canadians xnay fee4

that, in certain sectors, it has been Voo xaodest and tiniid.

I vwant Vo enipiasize at thi -stage thait thispolicr ilas

always respected wliat I consider to' be Vthe fundameta
requirenients of our collective effort to develop our cultural

life0 The pçlioy tlas been aimed et strengthening and

developixlg oui' main culture5 without aVtemTpVing Vo impose~

either of tilen upon any Canadîans. 1V is based upn thle

principle thet private initiative had Vthe miain~ respnsibi-
lities in mxost aspects of. our cultural developenq It

ilas provided financial asseistance Vo individa,-volut'y
orEanizatiola and institu.tions5 in order Vo suipport them
witilout atteiupting, lowevei', tc, coritrol Vhe,2r activties.

Finally, thie polioy lias also included the setting upof

several publie agenoies wilicil were deemed essentiel for

the developmnt arnd Vthe adequaVe expression fl ou~r cultural.
lite0

These fundamental principles of oui' naional.
culturel policy are strongly supported by Vthe Canadien

people, as thle 1hearings of Vthe Royl Comisiono ational

Develo prient in te A.rts, Letters and Sciences hav Blownl.

I read Vile report of thet Comission very cae'ully and I

am convinoed Vilatthos8@ principles hlave aiso i.aspired all

its recommendations. The Comnmission paid very Iew compli,-
niants Vo Vthe Canadiean government but, if I ami not ist~aken,

it did net critioize-tle general objectives anê,otiintion

of' oui' policy. It recommended, howeyer, theat thio tradiional

policy be strengtlened and extended te new fields of'
cultural activity0

Since Vthe publicationl ofthVie report of thee
Commision, severa1 of' its recommjendatiofls have been

implemnted. Others h.ave had. Vo wait; but niy colleague
anxd I have reacle4 tile conclusion thlat Vthe timelas new

come for' their implemenaifl

You will probably recala. that thle Massey Commission
had recommended te Vile several exizt$ig functios of th
National Mu.seumn be .separated and excpened and thet an'
ilistorical museum be established.


