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(b) The national law of any elected State may provide that,

where the applicant chooses to restrict the claims under subpara-

graph (a), those parts of the international application which, as a con-

sequence of the restriction, are not to be the subject of international

preliminary examination shall, as far as effects in that State are con-

cerned, be considered withdrawn unless a special fee is paid by the

applicant to the national Office of that State.

(c) If the applicant does not comply with the invitation referred

to in subparagraph (a) within the prescribed time limit, the Interna-

tional Preliminary Examining Authority shall establish an interna-

tional preliminary examination report on those parts of the interna-

tional application which relate to what appears to be the main inven-

tion and shall indicate the relevant facts in the said report. The na-

tional law of any elected State may provide that, where its national

Office finds the invitation of the International Preliminary Examining

Authority justified, those parts of the international application which

do not relate to the main invention shall, as far as effects in that State

are concerned, be considered withdrawn unless a special fee is paid by

the applicant to that Office.

(4)(a) If the International Preliminary Examining Authority con-

siders
(i) that the international application relates to a subject

matter on which the International Preliminary Examin-

ing Authority is not required, under the Regulations, to

carry out an international preliminary examination,

and in the particular case decides not to carry out such

examination, or

(i) that the description, the claims, or the drawings, are so

unclear, or the claims are so inadequately supported by

the description, that no meaningful opinion can be

formed on the novelty, inventive step (non-obvious-

ness), or industrial applicability, of the claimed inven-

tion,
the said Authority shall not go into the questions referred to in Arti-

cle 33(1) and shall inform the applicant of this opinion and the

reasons therefor.


