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(Mr. Nazarkine, USSR)

A number of other issues relating to Article 4, 
the convention, are to be considered in the near future."chemical weapons", of
.,.. We express ourwillingness to reach agreement on all outstanding issues in that article,

including those related to the time-frame, order and methods of elimination 
Bearing in mind that the proposal that a State party should have the right to 
divert chemical weapons has caused difficulties, we have carefully weighed up
all the pros and cons of the proposal: we now proceed on the assumption that 
all chemical -weapons are to be destroyed.

The Soviet delegation hopes that our flexible approach will make it 
possible to find solutions to the above-mentioned issue and will help 
acceierate the negotiations. We also call upon other delegations to join in 
these efforts and to present concrete proposals for 
solutions. mutually acceptable

In his statement yesterday, General Secretary Gorbachev, referring to 
problems of verification, said inter alia: "Now that we are coming to 
consider ma]or measures for actual disarmament affecting the most sensitive 
area of national security, the Soviet Union will be pressing for the most 
stringent system of supervision and verification, including international 
verification. There must be complete certainty that the commitments arehonoured by all."

That is precisely why the Soviet Union gives priority to negotiating an 
agreement on effective international verification of compliance by all States 
parties with their obligations under the convention. Such verification should 
not only effectively ensure confidence in the destruction of chemical weapons 
and facilities for their production but also effectively preclude any rebirth 
of chemical weapons anywhere and in any country.

The negotiations on verification machinery are based on a general 
understanding that the basis will be a system of "routine" international 
inspections. On the other hand, it has also been recognized that such 
international inspection should be complemented by on-site challenge 
inspections so that the whole verification mechanism of the Convention 
particularly reliable. may be

Thus challenge inspections would serve above all the 
purpose of preventing breaches of the convention. Ultimately they would 
ensure the possibility of implementing international verification with 
to any activities relevant to the regard

convention on the prohibition of chemical 
weapons. These principles should be taken fully into account in elaborating 
specific procedures for such challenge inspection.

We cannot close our eyes to the fact that the participants in the 
negotiations, despite agreement on a number of important aspects, still 
encounter great difficulty in finalizing agreements on challenge inspection. 
We believe that basically these difficulties 
real basis: have a perfectly objective and

States may indeed have certain locations and facilities which 
not relevant to the convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons. Access 
° such locations and facilities, due to their particularly sensitive nature, 
15 normally prohibited or restricted. One cannot therefore exclude the 
possibility of a State having the right to refuse
exceptional 
°C such

are

a challenge inspection in 
The existence

areas and sensitive points have by the way been recognized in the
cases when its supreme interests are jeopardized.


