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for Europe, pursuant to paragraph 8 of Economic and Social Council resolution 36
(IV) or 28 March 1947, and by regional economic integration organizations, con-
stituted by sovereign States members of the Economic Commission for Europe, which
have competence in respect of the negotiation, conclusion and application of interna-
tional agreements in matters covered by the present Convention.

2. In matters within their competence, such regional economic integration
organizations shall, on their own behalf, exercise the rights and fulfil the responsi-
bilities which the present Convention attributes to their member States. In such cases,
the member States of these organization shall not be entitled to exercise such rights
individually.

RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL AND ACCESSION
ARTICLE 15

1. The present Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or ap-
proval.

2. The present Convention shall be open for accession as from 17 November
1979 by the States and orgnization referred to in article 14, paragraph 1.

3. The instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who will perform the
functions of the depositary.

ENTRY INTO FORCE
ARTICLE 16

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the
date of deposit of the twenty-fourth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession.

2. For each Contracting Party which ratifies, accepts or approves the present
Convention or accedes thereto after the deposit of the twenty-fourth instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, the Convention shall enter into force
on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit by such Contracting Party of its instru-
ment of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

WITHDRAWAL
ARTICLE 17

At any time after five years from the date on which the present Convention has
come into force with respect to a Contracting Party, that Contracting Party may with-
draw from the Convention by giving written notification to the depositary. Any such
withdrawal shall take effect on the ninetieth day after the date of its receipt by the
depositary.




