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stroyer are expert mechanics, specially skilled in
rection. The seamanship required ini navigating t
sels, often huddled close together, rushing at t
of an express train, not infrequently manoeuvring
or in fog, isof the highest order. The strain upon t
of the navigator is excessive, and temperance of lite
aswell as skill. Inadditioall these, youth is
after lie is t ity-five and the first edge as goeo
nerve a man lias no busns upon a torpedo, v.s

3. The crews are email. The later types of
destroyers, known as the "RPiver " and " Tibal.
fromn the. system of nomenclature adopted for thg
from 60 to 72 men each. The 26-knot vessels *hi
lite as "coastal destroyers " and now are described i
clam torpedo-boats " have a complement of tl
$maller torpedo-boats have crews of 15 or 20, an
marine needa only six or seven men.

As soon as we look at these conditions the. d
become obvious. These vessels, sinail, narrow, ot
board, crowded with machinery, uncomfortabl. to

lcingin accommodation, are unsuited for the. trin
oecruit. or of young officers. They are pcaz
adapted only for the. llnished product. Thea i
flnd aome occupation for the. Ôlder men, more E
for the. older officers; for sea-going mechanies whc

per enughto iiold a place on a destroyer siioul(
enc littie dimoiulty in getting work ini civil lite. 1
not p fior of 4 0, 50or 60years of ag o
Vessels; spart from the. injustice, we should not
value out of the. vesse!s so commauded, Yet we c

There is this furtiier complication, that no naval foi

bazardous asevc as that of the. torvedo flotilla. '
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