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The Urgency of the Housing Problem
MAYOR R. PRIEUR, Pointe-Aux-Trembles.

The "powers that bel'
are beginnlng to realize
the urgency of the
bousing problemn, es-
pecially wlth regards to
the laboring class, but

aneducational camn-
palgn, Intensive and
contlnutous, wlll be
necessary to awaken
the general Ipublie to
the realization of the
urgency of the problem
and open tbe hearte to
the humnanîtarian aspect
o f this all 4mportant

qustion.
~- The goverumnen ts,
throughout the world,
knowing fuil well that
the degree of elvilizar.
tien of a nation ts
judged by the housig
0f its people, have lwei

__________ ~ - untilng ln their efforts
to secure better faclill-
ties for the masses.

igland bas given us an excellent example of What
Id be done. There lu not another country that haâs
ri as mucb tbought to social hygiene as bas Great
tin. During the last twenty years, law after iaw was
ted, decree after decree was promulgated and regu-
n upon regulation made ln order to lend a helping hand
ie poorer populations by creating garden-cities where
!tions are bad, at a cost within bis means. Even to this
day, when England is stili bleedlng frorn the rmany

ids received during the world conflict and le still stag-
Ig under the burden of an enormous Dublic dht- qhAý

Ich have beeu the subject of universal admira-
ln Canada, are astounded wben we hear that,
lest twenty years, the various Amerloan bous-

,tiens bave erected more than 400,000 lieuses te
couifortable bornes by the great laborlng classes.
taly, Belgium, Germany and Hungary bave their
es wbich are not only admired by aIl visiiors
Duntrles, but afford cornfortabîe social centres
rklngmeu and their familles.
'eat country has given deep thought te social

February,' 1919.

remark was that lin most- Canadlan towns, les science
and forethought is given to the care of humani beings tban
a modern farmer gives to the raising of bis pigs.",

Shojii nlot this lasbing remnark from an expert on social
hygi(ffe have the same effect upon us as would a cat-o'-
nine-tails upon our bare backs? Why sbould we fail g0
utterly lu the accomplîshment of our plain bumanritarlan
duty to that part of the urban population wbich numnerically
predominates the laboring classes?

Yet, sInce 1910 wbhat bave we done to secure heaithier
conditions ln tbe dwelllngs of the less fortunate of our
co-citizens? Notbing, or at least very littie if we consider
what we should have done and the enormous task whlch
has been Ieft untoucbed.

In a preceding article we bave sald that tbe unsanitary
and over-crowded condition of the home, with is unpleas-
ant atmosphere, is responsible for driving many mn to
the more congenial surroundings of tbe bar-room, with
the result tbat the army of drunken degenerates Increases
alarmingly.

Basing our statements on the results of careful Investi-
gations ef medical and social science, we now have no
hegitancy ln stating that the narrow, iIl-ventilated, un-
sanitary dwelling is responsible for more cases of that
dreaded disease, tuberculosis, tban any other cause. Anid
this dreadful plague, it must be remnembered, affects mostly
adults between the ages of twenty and forty, the very trne
of 11f e wben they sbouid ha mnost usefuI te SoietY. It
le furtber proven tbat there are less cases lu the rural
districts than lu the city and that in the bouses that are
ill-ventilated and overcrowded there Is greater danger for
tuiberculosis titan ln other dweliugs.

These indisputable facts plainly show tbat uuless we
take mneans to comnbat the white plague, it will prove dis-
astrous to the~ very cors of our DnInultiný

saultary s
crowded,
dozen or
in narrow

nd sunshlne. Can

uted by an eminent
'berculosis, but he

e3re ne

to buman suifer-

[tions which bave
he United States

liss ha-,
dustrial
fnF ,ýf


