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. the days when the earth was without
form and void, and darkness was up-
' on the face of the deep. Thus in con-
trol of imagination one can go, like
Dante or Milton, through the fires of
hell and come back without a hair of
his head being singed or a smell of fire
upon his clothes. But, when imagina-
tion is yoked to the chairot, not of in-
tellect, but of fear, the weak
charioteer becoming powerless to con-
trol the steed, is carried into the
land of horrors from which he comes
back, if indeed he does come back,
with his mind burnt to a,cinder.

It it pleasant at times to surrender
one’s self to one’s imagination, to
dream of skies without clouds and of
lands without thorns. It is pleasant
but not wise perhaps, for the same im-
agination, once it has charge of its
subject, may carry him to lands with-
out flowers and under skies which are
always gray. The genii, who come to
delight us when we wave our right
hand, may come to rend us when we
wave our left hand. Still, while I
would warn my boy against counting
his chickens before they are hatched,
I would warn ‘him more earnestly
against counting his vultures while
they are in the shell. It may do no
good to imagine that there are angels
on the stairway, but it is at least as
reasonable as to think that the old
cow is there. Pegasus may prance
about my bed and I will be all right in
the morning. But have you seen me
stumping along Bank street with a
heavy look on my face? I have been
up late waiting for a cow.

The mind glides readily from the
state of fearful imaginings to the
state of superstition, from believing
that awful things areaboutto happen,
to looking for evidences of these
dreaded events in occurrences not log-
ically related to them. This is what
we called in our last talk the macro-
cosmic delusion. A friend who read
the report of that talk, called my at-
tention to Julius Caesar as Shakes-
pere has presented him to us. My
friend thought that Caesar was a fine

example of the man who had no mac-
rocosmic delusions. He says to his
wife: who brings. him reports of
“‘horrid sights seen by the watch,’’
which portend some calamity :
: - ‘“What can be avoided
‘Whose end is purposed bythe mighty gods?
Yet Caesar shall go forth; for these pre-
dictions
Are to the world in general as to Caesar.”’
In that remark lies the whole argu-
ment against the fear of the cow on
the Stairway. Firstly, if predictions
of evil are to be relied upon, what is
the good of trying to stand from un-
der? Secondly, if the Universal sends
forth messages the Universal sends

them to everyone and gives no preced-

ence even to Caesar.

‘“Cowards die many times before their
deaths;

The valiant never taste of death but once.

Of all the wonders that T yet have heard

It seems to me most strange that men
should fear;

Seeing that death, a necessary end, }

Will come when it-will come.”’

‘One cannot hope to hold fast to
fact and to dismiss chimeras with the
sanity of a Caesar or a Shakespere,
but after reading how such men have
met the reality of death as ‘‘a neces-
sary end,’”” one feels the blush of

‘shame upon his cheeks for the fears

he has had of the footfall of a phan-
tom cow upon the stairs. '

The Ottawa Association.

This association is continuing its pro-
gressive policy of holding meetings open to
the whole service, and on Tuesday even-
ing, 13th inst., the second meeting of the
kind was held. It is impossible to insert
an extended report of the meeting in the
present issue, but this will appear in the
next Civilian. The gratifying feature of
the meeting was the appreciation meted
out to the officers and execuitve by all
present. in respect of services: rendered;
some of those who had in the past eriti-
cized the executive courteously acknowl-
edged that such criticism was unfair and
undeserved, and the feeling was expressed
that the executive, under difficult circum-
stances, is doing all possible for the gen-
eral good. ~ Salaries and co-operation were
referred to as well as the report which
g:g:gl})lt fort}lx thﬁ foregoing pleasing ex-

sions, and a highly profi i
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