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Starvation Salaries for Teachers Are Destroying the Efficiency of the “Little Red Schoolhouse”
and Endangering the Entire Fabric of Our Educational System---Some
Figures That Startle---Should the Nation Act?

F THE WAR taught one lesson more
profoundly than another, it was the
need for education. Never, indeed, in
any period of the world’s history have
the responsibilities and requirements of
nations more elearly demanded the
placing of the school upon a plane of
efficient service. It is the clearest, the
greatest, the most vital challenge in the realm of
world reconstruction.

An exposition of the need for education is not,
however, the purpose of this article. An exposition
is not necessary. As an abstract proposition, the
statement that education is a vital necessity is never
seriously questioned. What the writer has in view
is demonstration of the fact that Canada to-day is
faced by a problem which, in the opinion of the most
competent educationists, goes to the very roots of
our educational difficulties, and which, if its challenge
be not taken up, threatens the entire fabric of our
educational system. This problem, summed up in
a few words, is the question of teachers’ salaries.
To-day one can hardly pick up a newspaper without
reading how in some centre of the Dominion (the
trouble is not confined to any single section of the
country), school teachers are demanding more
adequate salaries or threatening to go on strike.
Why is this? Why is it that the teaching profession,
which demands, or ought to demand, the highest
form of intelligence and capacity, and which involves
the most important type of public and social service,
is thus underpaid? Why is it that recruits for the
teaching profession are becoming fewer and fewer,
that the character and calibre of the average school
teacher are upon a lower plane than a decade ago,
and that the teaching prt)f'«_-ssiml, once a permanent
calling, is now but a transitory pursuit? The answer,
I think, is this: That we Canadians, while professing
with other democracies a devotion to education,
have been so engrossed in purely commercial and
material pursuits, that we have almost unconsciously
regarded knowledge as a secondary and subsidiary
thing, permitting educational questions, including
the status of the profession of teaching, to have but
little place in our minds. In other words, in our mad
pursuit of Mammon, in our glorification, as it were,
of the cash register, we have created among our people
an instinctive disrespect for teaching as a profession,
thereby setting up the greatest handicap which
confronts educational progress in this powerful and
prosperous democracy.

And most unfortunately for the welfare of the
Nation, the service of teaching is becoming progress
ively less attractive. The time was when teaching,
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EX-KING NICHOLAS of Montenegro is now living in Italy
with his wife, kx-Queen Melina, and their family. He fought
heroically with his brave little army for the Allied cause, but his
tiny country was overrun by the Austrians, and .\:incv the war
a revolution has deprived him of his throne. His chances of
coming back are, however, much brighter than those of the other
ex-royalties. His eldest daughter is the Queen of Italy.

’I‘HE EX-KING,
or Czar of Bul-
garia, as he pre-
ferred to be called,
backed the wrong
gide and was asked
by hispeople to step
down from his tot-
tering throne. He
is now mixing in
ex-roval circles in
Switzerland. Ferdi-
nand was not a
Rulgarian but an
ohscure German
prince, a vounger
son of the Duke of
Saxe-Coburg, when
in 1887 he wase
chosen by the great
powers of Europe
to rule over a state
but lately freed
from Turkish dom-
inion.
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k X-QUEEN Sophie of Greece
~ sister of the Kaiser and a urent'
believer in ‘‘Deutchland iiber alles”
and when it came out of the war
under allies" instead, she and h(er
husband retired to private life,
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R. WILLIAM Hohenzollern, formerly of Berlin

and now of Holland. Owing to the chilliness of
the Berlin atmosphere, Mr. Hohenzollern was forced
to change his abode. It is understood that Mr.
Hohenzollern suffered largely of delusions of world
dominion and equality with “Gott.” At present the
ix-Emperor wears a beard, dresses in civilian clothes,
‘“‘says nothing, and saws wood."

R. AND MRS, HAPSBURG, win the war and not backed his Gera.
.~ formerly leading citizens of ggah;'\‘,’ﬁ';?”“"a“" the Kaiser, quli?e

\‘/len.na are now living a retired
life in Switzerland. Refore defeat
menaced the Austrian Armies and
a revolution drove them from tne
throne, this pleasant looking couple
were known as the Emperor Karl
Franz Joseph of Austria, and King
of Hungary, and his wife was the
Empress Zita.

TIIE EX-EMPRESS EUGENIE
lost her throne nearly fifty
years before the great war. She
reached her ninety-third vear early
in Degqmber. She lives in England
but visits France frequently where
she has a villa at Cap Martin. Her
hnsl)ax}d was Emperor Napoleon 111,
ugenie is immensely wealthy, but
has led a very quiet and retired
life for nearly fifty years. In her
youth, when she was simply
Eélz:mae de Montigo, Countess of
<y @ gypsy prophesied that she
would one day be a queen and live
to be 100 *‘ Jittle more or less.”




