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Those who are continually sniting tht' air, if, haply, they
inay discern afar off the first faint indications of a coîîirtg
Canadian literature, are wotît to assign iiiany îngenious
reasons for its non-appearance. Lack of appreciation--the
neglect wlîich expatriateti Grant Alleni anti leaves R{oberts iii

obscurity ; lack of national sentittîcuthte apathy whîiclî nîost
Canadians manifest towards the iîtgcîious anti polisliet
patriotic pieces which mnost of us have trieti to write anti
wbich (in all cases but our own) we heartily despise for tbeir
want of the truc Canîadian feelingr wlîicl tîteir authors profcss;
lack of literary culture a \Vilrt wlîicli again we tleeply de-
plore iti ail our fellows-tîese are soute of the coutîts iii thcir
intiictnient of tbc Canadian publie.

Anti, truly, it would secîn that it is tatîter witli tîte people
of tite country than witbi the country itself tîtat the fault lies.
Canada is rich in untievelopeti poetry. Shie oflers in lier past,
in hier present, in ber future ; in ber bills, lier plains ; be r lakes,'
bier rivers; bier forests, hier inountains, niatetial iii abundance
for the patriotie speaker or writer. Andi, were shie less
beautiful titan sit'e really is, poetry would not of necessity ian-
guisb, for bas not the beavenly weed flourislteti often in miost
unpromising soul even with that graceful Grecian Keats
hiniself, titi not the divine atihîtus tipngll i ctytns
witb the noisomne odours of a livery-stable ?

It is not with Cantada, thon, that the fault lies ; rather
with lier votaries, or those wbo sîtoulti bc ber votaries. Her
poets bave not learneti the greatiiess of scîf-abnegfation. Tlhcy
knleel with a lialf-lieartcti worslîip ut tîte shrine of poesy ; tbey
try to serve Nature aitd Mammon, to iningle dollars witlî
tievotion. Are we itot, riglit in hiolding tîtat in our Canadian
literature-as we are williag to euhl it-we finti contittual
reinners of the author's personality ; continuai biats that
they seek, not tbe Muses' glory, but fumne anti favour for theni
selves ? In the case of that blunt olti Scotelirnan, even, wlîo
bas, iii giving up his life to literatute, displayed a more tItan
ordinary love for sucli pursuits, we finti titis truc, anti hontbast
anti unnaturalness are the result. So witlî otîter of our
writers. The great trouble with most of tbem is, titat eacb of
them imagines that, by nuianufactu ring a Canadian litetature
to ortier, hie cati %vin - the Muses' favour ? Nay, ratiter nainec
andi faine anti fortunte for X or Y or Z, tihe great Caiiatian
Poet!

The situation witlî reference to the iiiîivîiuai writeî is
welI sumimeti up by Trollopo iii hi5 IIAutol>iogia-ýpy." il e! dis-
eusses tîte causes of litertîry success andi failure; atid attributes
tîte latter, in iiiany cases, to tîte comîpulsion put upon in wlîo
bave once miet witlî success iii tîte arena of letters, to continue
therein. Tlîey wrote first because they bati a message foi' the
worlti; they continue writing because a petteti public (or tbeir
own vain-glory) tiemantis it of tlîem. The distinction bctweeîî
most of our rbymsters anti truc poets is closely analogous to
that tirawn by Mr. Trollope between gooti novelîsts anti bati;
the former write because they have a story to telli; tie latter
because, (in tbeir own belief at least,) tbey bave to tell a story.

Wlîat wc neeti in Canada is a real, not a simulateti love for
literature anti literary pursuits. Anti if tue day ever contes
-as in the fulness of tinte it surely will in Canatiu-wben
men shahl look back with a smile on the Frenchifleti petian-
tries of to-day; wben tîte noble reti man shâlh no longer grutt
in blank verse, nor poets petdile as tbeir own the trite nîaxims
of oltier anti wiser heuts-wben tîtat day comes, it will come
as the result of the self-surrender of some entlîusiust, loving
literature for its own suke, not as a mneans of nîuking a namne
or a living for biînself. Thtat is to say, not tili our poets for-

,pt tl',slves ini tîteir art, shall we have what we inay call,
with auy degree of self-respect, a Canadiaii literature.

A striking exaniple of Aierican jourualisticencterprise
ba-Just 4en ailrded a wondleringç public by the New York
1V7,/d. 1-1 ax ()'Rell (Paul Blouet>, whio was over in the
States last year îuakintg a study of tite country andi its eus-
tout , lias recortiet his. imtpressions in a book entitieti Jorui-
/ino et Sou Coittin't, a Pendant to John Buil Pt Son le. On
Satuiday, J an. I Oti, the book was publishied iii Paris. On
Sunday inorning it appeareti in full, translated, iii the New
York 11'orld. Thiîîk of the Il groaheadismi ' rcquired to ac-
comiplisî titis ! Of course the hook hiat to be telegrapheti
across, word for word, traiîslated, set up in type, proofs struek
offanti corrected, anti the whiole sent to press and got ready
for distribution, tiot to speak of the rcst of tite paper, wltich
contains tlîirty-four pages, and of wlîich the iatter of the
book only occupies about an eigbith, within less than twenty-
four hours !It is siniply pltenontenal. Iii ordiîtary shape the
book would ho a l2nio volume of soite 200 pages. Ilere are
a few typical extracts

ITte population of Ariierictt is stxty milhions-mostly
colonels."

lu Atucrica ... ntore titan anywhere eisc, talent without
nîoncy is a uscless tool. . . ... e country's genius, insteati
of cotisecrating ail its titîte to the production of works which
would tend to elevate the ideas andi aspirations of the people,
is obligeti to think of inoney niaking.

Ah, iîy friendt,' saiti onte of Amierica's ntost graceful bards
to tue one dlay, ais lie toucheti bis forcetii, l it seecms to nte
that 1 have soîîtetiugý tîtere; that I possess the Jtu sacré, anti
that I mnigltt do a littie sîtare of gooti by my writings. But
ltow write pocîtîs wlteîî tîtere arc ruinours of panic in Wall
Street ? - Excuse ute, I htave tiot a inuetît to lose, I ntust
rush to the StockExîag'

Of New York the writer reîtîarks: "As iii London, lhunt
dretis of churcîtes andi taverîts; ... it is the saite ignoble
Angrlo Saxon mtixture of Bible and beer, of spiritual andi
spîrituolis.",

Coîuruettting oit the activity andi invention of Chicago, lie
exclaims: "' What will they not itivent in Chticago ? That
whicb looks like a joke to-day may be a reality next week, and

shall not b)0 surpriseti the next time -1 go to Chicago to finti
tltat the talking power of wonun lias beeti utilizeti as a miotor
for the sewing tîtachtite by conîîccting tîte chin with thte
wheel."

The chapter on "The Americun Girl " ts an amusing orie.
IlSIte will not ernhark in romance until shie secs lier way to

profit- anti profits tltercby. Fortune or a title, that is ber
anii. She keops it iii view, oe on in the miost touching no-
tuents. Between two kisses sIte will pcthaps ask licr lover:
'Are you ticliV? It i-, the piîtch of rituharti hetweon two
layers Of jall."

Anti so on.

Tlto book is, as it pi-ofesses to ho, a boîok of jottiitgs. The
autltor's impressions of the Urnitedi States are given in a lively,
bumnorous, anti often epfigrainumatic style. He says of hiniseîf:

"In speaking of a people, I. like to, toucli on their pet trans-
gressions, their faults anti weaknesses." But lie does not con-
fine birnself to making fun of tce latter ; bie is not slow to
notice anti empliasize the good points of a nation. lis esti-
mate of America is tiecidedly an admiring one.

They tell the story of a Sophoînore from- Algoma. lus
own vigorous denial is discrediteti by the court as ex partep evi-
dence. H1e is not youthful ; hie is saiti, indeeti, to have already
matie sucb a contract with a maiden up north as will probably
influence lus future career to a considerable extent. LiS
course -etaphysics---is not wholly congenial to bim, andtihe
fintis it liarti at times to keep bis mind froîn wandering (nortb-
warti) to the detriment of bis more serious studies. Somie-
thingy be must tio to lure Itis nuinti to labour, Accordingly hie
presses into service the miniature phiotograpb of bis chiarmer,
which lie itas constantly about lus person. This he places in
his book always a dozen pages abeati of in, anti presses
towards it -like -Douglas toward tlte heart of Bruce. The
effect on bis work, it is saiti, is extraortiinary.
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