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Afldrews' llistory of the IJTnited States.*

AMEIjICAN critics differ very widely with respect to~--the value of this new history of the United States.
But those who favour the book appear to be somnewbiat at a
IO8s when trying to givet grounds for their approx al. We
have fouîîd the work distinctly disappointing. The author's
literary gifts are few and feeble, and bis sen"se of proportion
Poor and unex-en. H-e is uîost painstakirîg an(1 fair-minded-
eXcePt when dealing with foreign matters-but lie nieyer

rîses above the recording secretary style, nev'er imparts dra-
mnatic interest to bis story, and seldomi displays any feeling in
W1hat hie is wvriting. Judging f romn this bistory we

~thuldSuposePre'sident Andrews to lie possessed of a
strong ratiier titan a fine intellect, and to have very littie irni
agination. He tells a straightforward story witli somne terse-
11e4,i and vigoul', but lielias not the qualifications of anr bis-
tOrian. He1 is an annalist.

It is claiîîîed in tîte preface thtat tbis bistory utilizes
mlore than any of its predecessors the miany valuable re-
Searcbles of recetît years into tbe ric]) archives of tîte United
States and otber counitries. The claini is justified. Presi-
'dent Andrews corrects sex'eral errors inade by blis predeces-
Sors, he liaving, lad access to iaterials of wlîicb they liad
liad no knlowledge. H1e is justified, too, in claiming accuracy
Ir, ahl references to dates, persons, and places, Ilso that the
volumne iliay btt used witlb confidence as a work of reference."
We have itot fournd a single error in tbese particulars. But

~vhn Pesieît Andrews speaks of lus Ilsrupulous propor-
tion in treating the different parts and phases of our
nlational career, neglecting noue and over-emnphasîzin-g nlone
we at once begin to qnarrel with bini. lis iuost favourable
'itic bias ver, tured to hîint that the author'ssense of propol'-

tion '% not ail it should be. Soule important events are des-
cIribed withl every attention to detail - others equally impor-
tanit are passed over with a toucb botb liglît and uncertain.
A Canadian reviewer naturally expects tocfind some explana-
tion of the abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty of I 85'4.
B1ut n exp1anatijn is given, thougbi large space is devote<l to
di.scus8ingy the Treaty, and the effects of its abrogation in
Canada and the United States. The author (mes îot appear
to know wlIo( took part in negotiating the Treaty of XVash-
iTigtoi, for h,~ liientions ijo naines. So littie is said of the

llrngSea Arbitration and its causes tlîat the subject
riglît lhave bien omiitted for aIl the information the sentence
'Or' two coîit'i Onîe sîniles at the descriptions,, given of
"et, tilts and battles, the point of view is s0 very Ainerican.

Peeîal]Y is titis the case wbien writing of the war of 181 2.
* marWgnIifies, tite achieverneunts of Arnerican warrinrs, devot-

ýS Mlny pageis to recouuiting their l)old and valiant deeds,
ut lias not aý" Word to say coucerning the several (lefeats

Wliicb tlîey ,,ull'recl. It is aIl very ilîi and nighty and
great-bul it its not hîistory. It is l)uncornbe. nPresident
Suffere(l is very funny when lie dilates on the Il vrongs"Sffdby Amnerican fishermen at the bauds of cruel Can-

'd.And wtt were these Il wrongs "lThe fislierinen wvere

*ltPrntted to regard Canadian biarbours as tbeir ownPrvReproperty. Tt i eyptte.Altogetlier, the fish
bineis i a sOre topic with tue autbor of titis boo0k. H1e

gets a littie cosabout it. Perliaps tbat is wbv lie is flot
alWayN, consisteunt when w riting of th, setlement feted by
the WaII 1 gt0y1 Treaty.

The Boton Litfî'a'y TJorld revieNvec Presideuît An-dreNvl'5 book a few weeks ago. Tbe reviewer expresse(l his
rýegî.e tîat 11e " found hiiseif unable to read every page of

Prtn'e so firînly liandled. . 5.0 copiousîy illustrated
et details." J-e did itot say wby lie was unable

tO ad~ the book. He. leaves titat to our iniagination. The
Lie,...vryJVrl'sreviewer wvas very discreet.

Miss5 Stnddart's biography of Prefessor Blackie is nnw
alot ready for publication, although sorte delay may be

fj>Peeted while tîte Professor's correspondence, whicb lias
4nPlaeed in Miss Stoddart's bauds, is gone tbrougli foi'
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iRecent Fiction.-t

"TN the Year of Jubilee," by George Gissing, is, or rather
amnis to be, a description of tlîe life of 'tbe lower middle

elass i tbe great inetropolis, Tt is, bowever, ratiier a cari-
cature tItan a description. The book contains bardly ne
respectab)le cbiaracter, and is certaiuly nept written viryini1»ns
puerisqèie. The cliaracterl, are inostly baîf educated people,
frivolous, ineaîi and sordid, witlînut a single lîigli or elevated
idea aniong tbem. We believe tbe book to be a libel on the
elass it attenipts to depiet. llaving said this, however,
we Itasten to add tiat in îîîaîy ways the book is the most
l)owerful we have yet bad froîui IMr. Gissiug's peu. If the
characters are caricatures tbey are reniarkably weil drawn.
One or two of tîteni are worthy of IDickenis hîiîiself. One
cspecially, Mir. Sainuel Bennett Batrîihly-' tîte Prophet,"
as luhs enemies nicknaîine hitu is a jov to the reader wliere
ever lie appears. Let bimi speak, for' fiiîîiself, as5 lie escorts
two young ladies to view tAie illuminations on tire day of
Jubilee.

Il'1 shall nake this tlic subjcct of a paper for oui' Society next,
iionit l'l'The Ae Of 1-rogress.' Aîîd with special reference to otte
pat-ticular The qPress. Only tfiink nom' of tie diflèrence betwceen
mir iew'spapers, al omi' perio(licals of to'day, and those of fifty years
ago. I)id yon ever reaily think, Miss Morgan, wiiat a maî'xellous
tlîing one of oui great newspapers really is? Printed iniaîothcrw'ay
it wvould ntake a voluine absolutely ; a positive volumne ;packed
ývîîtli touglît an(] information. Aîîd ai for tlie ridiculous price of oc
penny !'

H1e iaughed, a higli, chtuckiing, crowing laugh -the laugli of tri-
niphatît optimini. 0f the man's sineerity tiiere could be no ques'
tien;: it bcaîned. front lus shining foreliea d, bis pc.inted nose; glis'
tel iu bis prominent eyes. H1e had a tait, lank figure, irreproacît.
abiy ciad iii a suit of gî'ey; frock coat, and waistcoat î'eveaiing an
expanse of whiite shirt. His ctifs were mnagîtificent, and tite bands
worthy of them. A stand-up collai' of reinarkabie stiffness kept hi$
head at tlie proper level of self respect.

'' B' the by'e, Miss Lord, are you aware that the Chinese Eni-
pire. w'ith four h undred miillion, inhabitants, lias ol( feu ulaily
papers ? Positively ouly toni."

Howx (I0 you know? " asked Nancy.
1 saw it state(l in a paper. 'lhîat lieips 0o1e to y~raýp the iiter'

once be(twveen civilization atul b.arbarisi. Oiie doesn't, thiîîk ciearly
enough of comimon tbings. Nom, that's oIIC uf the beiieflîs one gcts
frout Carlyle. Carlyle teaches une to sec the iarv'elloiîs iii cvcryday
life. 0f course, in unany things 1 don't agîce wili him, but I shall
ticier lose ait oppo'tiuity of expressig iuy gratitude to Carlyle.
C'arly'le and Gurty !Ves, Carlyle aîid Gii'ty ; those two authoi's ar'e
au) education in themseit'es."

H-e uttered a lonîg ' Ai "n ai ovcd luis lips as if sav.ouring a
dehicioiîs niorsel.

INow lieîe's ant inteiestiîig thiug. If aIl tlic cabs it Londlon
wcre put enîd to eiil,"i)e pauisel betwen the woî'ds gravely-

wiiat (Io ynu think, Miss Mýorgan, would ho tlic total iength
0it, 1 have no jîlea, Mr. Baibi'y."
Forty iniles-positively! Forty tuiles of cabs!

"How do0 you know? " asked Nattey'
1' saw it stated iii a paper. "

'l'ie girls glanced at eacb otiior and siniled. Ilarinhy lîeauied
upoit thieut with tlic beitevolence ut a miait w'lo kniew bis advantages,
personal and social.

Tben tlwre is Luckwortli Ci'ewc, the pushing advertis-
in- agent, and Jessica Mlorgan the aw fui example of tAie î'e-
suits of craiuning for exam inatiotis tttd uîiaîy otliers,. Ail
tue characters are cioarly drawn and stand out wehi.

he two chiief cbaracters, hier and lieroine xvo suppose
wo îîîust cali tiejin, are Liontel Tarraxit and Nancy Lord.
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