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O MATc1HLESS imaster o! the strength o! song,é
On whomn a mightier tban Promethean firek
I)esceuded at thy birth fromn heavens higher,k

And more divine than lucent resums, wbere throng, f
AIl crowned, bright spirit singers, that belongd

To fsme's serene imnnortai splendid choir :t
We bail thee as the prophet, pricat, iud sireG

O! ultimate art, cieas'.voiced, triumphant, strong.a

AlI jewels in thy crown o! song do blenda
With glamour wbicls no night o! tinse may mnar.

Yea, e-Jeu when thy spirit shall reascend
To the sof t vaies o! that ethereai start

Whence first it sureiy flew, on eartb saal reigu
The imperial echo o! thy resonant strain.t

FREDERICK 1)AVIDSON. E

ENGLAND AND IIEI? BUROPEAN ALLIES,1
PAST A.ND FUTURE.

T was once a faveurite boast with Englishmen that they

Iwere perfectly indifferent to the opinion o! foreigners.

When Ilanover dissolvcd partuersbip with Eîî")and, at thet
accession o! ber present majesty, many rejoicud becauset
tbey imagiried that we might now leave the continentalt
powers, with tiseir intrigues and ambitions, to tight out
thtir diflèrences by themacîves. It was asserted that
bence !orward, as we had no longer a stake in the conti-
nent except the iutpregnable rock of Gibraltar, we need no
more mix ourselvea up iu a general European War, as wet
had doue for the benefit o! Hanover rathen than o! Eng-
land on everv occasion, when there was an opportuniùy,
ince the tria Elector o! Hanover ascended the throue o! C

the Stuarts. The subsidy, wbich England paid to Freder-
ick the Great during the Seven Years' War up to tise
accession o! George IIl., was, doubtiess, cbiefiy becauset
ho was the nephew o! George Il., snd the double great-
grand8ou o! the oid Electress Sophia, rather titan the
reason alîeged, that tihe Protestant interest8 o! Europe
would ho endangered by the succes,o! Roman Catholict

Austria. A Britis contingent had also been cut to
pieces under Prince Ferdinand, o! Brunswick, isear Wesel,
two months afater the deatis o! George Il., whicis probably

not a littie disgusted Eniglishmen with the alliance. As a

relative o! tbe writer was killed in the asat engagement, ho

bas a reason for remnembering this generally fongotten
event. But if il is inevitable, as our luilitary writers
scout to think, that we must soute day have another war
with Russa, sud that we shahl require allies, foreigu
public opinion becomes o! the utust consequence and

iîhould bc studied oit its own grouud ; fot sinîply lu the

books o! excited writess, whso, as Lamartine once observed,
are the worstadvisers which auy cabinat can consuit. "Th(,

policy o! an exile," ho adds, 1'la always s policy o! chimeras,
and good senso la forgotten lu dreams." The exile nover
roalizea that. thiugs have been changed in lus own country
or in othors ince ho lRE- sSw thom, sud bis kuowledge ia
warped by the press o! the land ln which ho is domiciled,
or by s wîsh to make hisuseif agreeshie to it.

At the beginning o! the Criînean War, wlten there was
some hope o! involving Austria actively lu the struggle,
ait Englîibîman who had remided thirty years lu Warsaw,
antd froin the reigu o! Alexander I., waa consulted by Lord
Palutsrstoh as to tise aid wbicim smiglt be expected frointhtie
mîhabitauta o! Russiasi Poland, if au Austriars army joiued
by su Eitgiish contingtt marched into Ru4sastrough
that route. The Enghiabutan bimd mamried a Polisb lady,
sud was inibued with the feelings o! the Pouash aristocracy
but ho frsnkly answered that ho cosld hold out no hope
o! any assistanice. Hoe aaid that the euemy lu the cyca o!

the Polish penants were their own uobility, the moat o!

thent is exile, snd tîtat tbey isad not forgotten the bitter
slaveny lu whicb tltey bad been held for centuries. Tbey
looked upon tise Russians, fruits whom they bad received
their fi rat recognitions, as li urman tei ngs, as the avengers of

that slavery, anmd would assist thiten witb ah tiseir migbt

to rest tise returîs cf the nobles. Not very long after
the futile insurreotiors o! 1863, a leading German Socialiat
told a !rieud o! tise wmiter tîtat its failure was due to the

waut o! co-operation front the Polos themseives, and that

the Germu Socialists lhad imagined that things woro more
ripe for s Rovolution in Polaud titan they had proved to

be. It wss the work o! a junction betweer the Pouash
ntobles aud the Socialis, for the note o! insurrection wss

distiuctiy stated by Mierostswski, one o! the leaders, to
bo the decree o! tise Russas Goverument for the emauci-
p ation o! the serfs.

No part o! the Russian population was more indignant
than the Pouash gentry st this ediet which ernbraced Poland.
The resuit o! it on the Pouash peasauts' nind was exempli-
ied, when the Russian Goveruor o! Polaud chose Polisb
peasant proprietora to guard the lino between Warsaw sud

Alexandrins, ou the Russian froutier, the asat time that
Alexander IlI. met the late Emperor William for s few

itours' consultation on public affaira lu 1880. That Prussiau
Poland is completely Germarsizod, as s recout military
writer (Colonel Maurice) seema to imagine, was not the
opinion o! Prince Bismarck a year ago, sud ho, o! al
people, ougbt to know. If it were, why the expulsion o!
Poles front Prussia, why the suppression o! the Poliah
language i Posen, or why sitould the Empresa Frederick,
wheu she visitod the inundated districts in 1888, bave

received an sddress from the Pouash ladies lu French,

instead of in German, which it seems that these ladies t
were ail acquainted with 1i That no pains have been spared,
either by politiciaus or Socialists in Western Europe, to 8
keep up a friction between Poland and Russia, is welI E

known; and a Polish General, who, after serving Turkt-y 8
for twenty years, gave in bis adhesion to Russia in 1874,
leclared tbat without them Poland might now have been
the Scotland of Russia. Soute years ago a well-known
Glerman Socialist published two articles on Russia, chiefly
about the late Emperor Alexander, in a first-clas Englishi
magazine. Anyone at ail conversant with history or
acquainted with the Emperor conld see at once that they
were full of such absurd errors that tbey seemed hardly
worth contradicting. Among other things it was intimated
that the Emperor had hurried both his parents out of the
world, in short, rnurdered tbem, the only proof given being,'
that he had dutifully sat up alone wîth bis mother (who
had been dying for years) during the last night of her exis-
tence ; and that he had spent a long time alone with the
Emnperor Nicholas during bis Iast illness. The late
Em'tiperor's grestest enemy could not seriously have
believed these accusations, but it became obvious why they
were published. Tbey were translated into Polish and
Russian, to bA smuggled into Russian Poland, as the
most ignorant peasant abhors a parricide. Is it strange
that travellers should now be detained at least an bour on
the Russian frontier, while ail the books they carry with
them are carefully exarnined ?

Thoge Englishmen who look upon a revolutionized
Poland as part of the programme of a war with Russia
hardly realize what mischief they do to the iuterests of the
mauy thotisands of English settled there, nor what have
been the horrors of Polish outbreaks, fromt the Polish
peasant mode of~ warfare. Only the other day in Austrian
Poland, 1 heard a recapitulatiori from a IPolish lady of the
details of what used tobe called the Austrian massacres in
Galicia in 1846. The peasauts are suppoied to have been
instigated by the Governmieut of Metternich to mut-der
the landlordw, and fearful scenes ensued The dismatl,
barren State of Galicia stili corroborates these stories, the
villages without welis, and water obtained from muddy
drains as we ofteu see in Turkey, and no funde available
to make the country more healthy by drsining the swamps.
The Russians have drained an ares, as large as Great Britain
and Irelsnd, in their part of Polsud, and have converted
it into good arable land and canals ; but the Ausitrian
(loverunent is expending aIl available money in building
fortresses and increasing its army, and is very bacKcward
in its sanitary views. Lt is nlot so very long since a
Viennese inember of the muuicipality objected to a pro-
posed sanitary improvemeut, ou the ground tbat sirîce it
had been introduced elsewhere the rate of mnortality had
diminished so that an excess of population was te be
feared.

The fortress frowning upon Cracow, and btiilt on the
mounid raised by the citizens to the memory of Kosciusko,
whose bontes were brougbt front Switzerland at the
expense of the Eniperor Alexander I., keeps green in the
memory of the city the fact o! how, contrary to treaties,
Austria took possession o! thc little Republic, the last
relic of an independent Poland. We must not couiit on
difi'erences between the Rman and Greek Catholics keep-
ing Russians and Poles spart, as auy Austrisu can conflrm.
The Russian takes off his cap or makes a revereuce before
every crucifix or sacred picture which he cornes acroas in
Polish territory, snd where is the Prussian or Anstrian
who does the sarnie In Odessa, Cracow, and at Jerusalem,
1 have seen a Russian enter Romanist and Anglican
Churches sud bow and cross himself in the saute mauner
before -their sitars as before bis owu ; and in the instance
of the Anglican Churcb the altar was quite unadorned,
nor was there the chie! embleino!f(Jhristianity or a sacred
picture in the whole building. Austrians remember, if
everyone eIse bas forgotten it, how the Poles fraternized
with the Russian Ariny iu 1848 ; and bow General
Paskievitch put a Russian-Polisb regiment into Crscow to
protect it, when the Austrian Commande3r- in-cbief hsd
given orders that the little city should be sacked. Then
it was that the fear o! Pan-Slavonianisnt first entered the
Austrian brain, and the Ilenormous ingratitude wbicb
would soute day astouisb the world " wss first couceived
by Metternich's successor. If Hungary is to dictate our
policy to us, wbich was the ides dominating the officiaI
mind in 1876, this portion of history sbould be studied.
The Magyarsi revolted in 1848, because they would not,
sccept a constitution ini wbicb the oldest inhabitants of the
country, their Slavonian fellow subjects, were granted equai
privileges. Yet, except the Turks, they were the last
conters into Europe, sud are described by the old bistorian,
Speed, as sbowing their Scythian origin by their barbarous
mauners sud ignorance o! the polite arts.

There is no doubt, whoever nmay he our Europeau ally
in the future, we shall psy beavily for the bonour as we
have done in past timtes. It is, therefore, as well to con-
aider wbat our former allies bave doue for us, and how far
we may hope to see thent stand by us in the case o! disas-
ters ; for disasters may occur iu the fort o! unususi floods,
choiera aud drought, whicb ail the foresigbt lu the world
could not prevent. Italy is, at present, practicslly uutried.
Since the days of the Romans the Italiau states have only
defeated escb other. Commerce and the arts were ber
strong point till the preseut century, not war. 1 find s
youug military student imagines that Murat obtaiued bis
fsmte at the bead of Italisu csvalry. This extraordinary
mistake arises froin the use o! condeused histories for
cramming purposes, and the negiect o! details. The only

ime that Murat, though King of Naples, ever led
Italian troops in a campaigu was when a reinforceent
arrived during the retreat from Moscow, scarcely in time
eveu to add to thc confusion; and again when hie led thent
agsinst the Austrias in 18 14, and tbey were put to flight.
The other Italian corps were not cavàlry, aud were mixed
up witb the French, not exclusively under Murat, so they
were no more distinct in their defeats or their success than
the peasants of Auvergne. The Austrians were driven
out of Itaiy by the F'rench, assisted a good deal by anti-
Papista front diflerent parts of Europe ; and the so-called
Battle o! Tcheruaya in the Crimes proved, according to
the Franco-Pouash General, Charziinowski, that the Italians
were nothitig without au ally to keep up their courage ; for
ffiat ini fact it was only a sortie of a amaîl portion o! the
rialf-starved nagged garrison of Sebastopol before which
the Italians retreate(l tili raliied aud brouglit up lu a hune
to face the enemy, by the French. It was mnade into a
battle, said the samne eyewitness, by the despatches, to
encourage a voung nation. This story is rather conflrmed
by the Italian disasters in Abvssinia. Ilere we have a
semni-barbarous nation, wbich biad been considered as under
the protection o! Russia, wbo bas helped bier to build a
very âine churcb iu Jerusalent ; so by way apparently of
giving Italy a point wbere she could inflict a blow ou
Russia, as otherwise noue of their interests came in contact,
she wss advised by a great European statesman to go to
Massowah. We bad guaranteed the integrity o! Turkey,
which ciaillied Massowah as part of bier territory aud in
return for assistance in the Soudan we had formed a
treaty with Abyssiniia, aiving ber the right of access to tbe
ses throughf Massowah, and this access ltaly at olnce
cloaed. But, exccpt with Russia, wbo must be made to
keep bier treaties, the rupture of a tresty seents no longer
of sny account.

France bad protected Romo for some years with a
garnison, tili she witbdrew it during the war of 187 0, iai'-
ing obtained a promise from Itsly that she would not
occupy the Papal dominions with hier own troops. As
soon as France seemied involved lu difficulties, Italy broke
hier promise, sud the anti-Catbolic world spplauded -ler.
At the preseut day Italy's waut of good faith led us to
break our own treaty witb the late Kiug o! Abyssinia.
As to ntaking the defeat of Italian troups by Ras Alula
(on the grotiud that it was a massacre) the excuse, that was
childish. The [talians kuew perfectiy well that their
despatches wvene a romance to conceal a signai defeat, and
that the Ahyssinians mintply showed theinselves the better
soldiers of the two. As to beiing of any service to us, Itaiy
bas, ou the coutrary, .îdded to our difficulties in the Sau-
dan, by eugaging our allies lu war. She aspires to regain
somne o! the colonies held by the ancieut Genoese lu Mace-
donia, sud the Caucasus; but before acquiring fresh terri-
tories infested with brigands, [taly shouid learu how to keep
down hier own brigands at home. It is siot so msuy yeans
&go aince she sent ail impertinent auswer to the remon-
strauces of the British Goverument, when au English sub-
ject was seized close outaide one of ber towns, although
with s military escort, sud put into thumbscrews tili he
bad offered a large ransont for bis release.

Wbeu the prelintinaries of the Cougress of Berlin, in
1878, were being discussed, our Secretary for F'oreign
Airairs wrote to Lord Odo Russell, that Eugland would be
glad to do something for our ancieut ally, Austria; sud
inshort it was proposed to give bier Boania sud llerzo-
govina, iustead o! lettiug a gr,ýat part of Boania be added
to Servis, according to a provision o! the Russian Treaty
of Sans Stefano, sud the other part to be added to Herzo-
(YoVinwbicb, hy that treaty, was to enjoy semi-
indepeudence. We searcbed history in vaiu to fiud out
how Austria could with any propriety be terîned an azicieut
ally. lu the last century we joiued witb Frederick the
Great in bis war with the Austriau Empress, Maris
Theresa; sud we stopped Joseph Il. in the midst o! a cant-
paigu in coulunction witb Russas, which, if they bad been
lef t alone, would probably have proved fatal to the Otto-
man Empire. Joseph coinpensated himself by falling upon
Poland. Was he then our ally Inl 1799 Adstria ws
professedîy iu alliance with Englaud sud Russa, but withi
the ulterior object o! gaiuing possession o! Lombardy sud
Savoy ; an(i because the vet*eran Suwatton, in obedieuce
to the policy o! the Emperor Paul, which was to, restore
the kiugdont o! Sardinia intact, delivered up bis conqueats
to the Sardinian officers instead o! to the Austrians, bo
wss led into al anare liy the Arch Duke Charles, which
nearly proved fatal to hm and to bis whole army. Owing
to the Austrian armny baving at one tinte beeu a favourite
resont for the Rosnanist snistocracy o! Great Britaiu and
Ilreland, wbo were prohibited from entering the British
army, it bas been s received axioin that the aina o!
Austria mtust only be repeated lu whispers, while those o!
Russa are proclainted fron the bousetops.

A 'gain, iu 1806 sud 1809, Atistria was iu receipt o!
British subsidies, but made peace sud au alliance with
France af ter a mere farce o! resistance. lu 1812, she waa
distiuctly fi2htiug against Great Britain, for she composed
the right flauk of Napoleon's srmy, wbeu hoý invaded
Russa. As the fertile provinces of Podolia sud the Ukraine
feli to bier share bier armny did not suffer froin tarvation sud
exposure like the centre and le! t wing, but she was defeated
lu every battie with the Russians, who, ou the Austrisu
retreat, proceeded to juin their main arnty before Moscow.
Lt la ou record that in both 1806 sud 1809 sonte Ieadiug
Austriaus, includiug the Emperor's brother's wife, were
hourd to say, " The soulier w,3 are defeated the botter, for
then wo shaîllbave peace snd au alliance witb France, sud


