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MOST cf our readers will rememner the great scare in
England, a few years agyo, caused by the result cf calcu-

lations foreshadowing the early exhaustion cf the great

ceai fields. The outloek was appalling,. The consequences

cf such an event on the industry and prosperity cf England

wouid be toc disastrous te contemplate. That alarin lias

long since subsided, but an excitement, alinest equally

great in some quarters, thougli cf a very different character,

bas just now been created by the ann,)uncem(-nt of the

discovery cf new ceai fields in Kent, in the southeast

cf England. The letter conveying the niomentous

announicernent was delivered te Sir Etlwàri Watkîn, the

great railway autocrat, on the l7th ut, and is likelv te

become historical. It is, certainly, not often that it falîs

te the lot cf anyone i n these days te write or receive a

lettor containing news cf a discovery ikoly te have se

important a bearing upon the future cf a nation, or a

considerable part cf ene. The statemunt made in this

instance was that I coal was reached at 1,180 feet 1elow

the surface, under conditions favourable te the supposition

that ceai in sufficient quantity te pay for working lies

buried near the qpot where this was found, and at a reasen-

able depth along the South-Eastern Railway te the west-

ward. A specimen cf the ceai wae tested by burning and

preved te becof good bituminous character. Mr. Boyd

Dawkins, the gelegiet, lias examined the specimens, and

confirme the report. He writes: 'The coal measures

with geod biazing ceai have been struck at a depth well

within the practical mîning limit, and the question is

deflnitely settied which bas vexed geelogists for the last

thirty years. Further explorations, hewever, now under

consideration, wili be necessary before the thickness cf

the ceai, and the number cf the seame, can be ascertained.' "

The discovery was net wholly unexpected by geologiets,

as varieus theories cencerning the existence cf this most

precicus cf ail minerais in the southoet cf England, have

been held and discussed for forty yeare past. It is, cf

course, yet te bu demonstrated that the Il find " is cf the

practicai value we have assumed, though the signe seem 50

far te be altogether favourable. The result cf the

anneuncement bias been te re-kindle hopes that have

formeriy been cherished cencerning the existence cf ceai

in the neighbeurhoed cf Harwich, in Sufflok, where rocks

cf the LowerCarbenifereus period werefound in well-boring,
many years ago. t je quite likely that capital, science

and engineering skill may iiow ho laid under contribution

te test the foundatien cf that hope. The Chri8tian Wrld
regards the announcement te Sir Edward Watkin witb

nixed feelings, the pleasure evoked by the promise cf se

great a gain te the industries and wealth cf the country

being modified by anticipations cf the destruction cf sorne

of the ioveiiest scenery in the Ieland, which would be

inevitabie from the developinent cf ceaI mines on a great

ecale. ____

T 1-ERE isn good reason, we suppose, why theoes

diepensed by the victers in a great party conteet, but there

je eemething net a little remarkable in tbe great number

cf prominent journaliste who have been appeinted te

important and lucrative offices by President Harrison. The

Nation, without attempting te enumerate the editors in

emalier cities and towne who have boon given post offices,

and miner places in the service, though the number cf sucli

je eaid te be very large, publiehes a liet centaining the

naines cf ne bass than twelve conducters cf prerinent

journais, who bave received or been offored ministerehipe,

consulehipe, coliectorships, treasurorships, and ether im-

portant offices. The latest instance cf the kind je the

appointient cf Chiarles E. Fitch, editer cf the Rochester
Democ rat and Chronicle, and Lecturer on the Ethice cf

Journalism in Cernel University, a: Collecter cf Internal

Revenue. It wouid perbape be more politic as well as

more charitable fer those merobers cf the guild wbe are

paseed by, te concludo that sucli appintinents are but a

fitting recognition cf the superier merite cf those whc; by
the preceases cf naturai selectien and survival, have been

levated te the bigli places cf journalisin At the saine

time, it muet be confeesed that there jeseme -roin fer sus-

picion. There can ho ne sharper thori in the fleeli te one

in higli office, than the trenchant criticisme of an able and

influential journal. Nor weuld it be easy te devise a

subtier forincf bribery, than that in question. The
journal whoee chief proprieter or manager is enjeying a

lucrative Governinent position Î% in the least likely te keep
a very sharp leokout'for tbe ladies and wrong-doings of the

Administration which lias thus practicaliy recognized and
rewarded superior menit. By the saine token the method

is likely to be scarcely less effectuai in retaining the loyalty

cf othor jeurnaliats, whe inay ho thus silently taught te
live in expectatien cf geed things te cerne. t muet be
admitted, however, that such appointrnents are far less
damaging to party purity, on the face cf thein, than such
admissions as that which slipped, ne doubt inadvertently,
frein the New York Tribune a little age. This journal
admitted in aimeet se many words that the Rupublicans
bouglit the Presidency for Harrison in 1888 by selling
the Governorship cf New York te Hill. The Tribunes
peint was, if we rurnember ariglit, thet the 1)erocrats sold
the former for the latter. The writer apparently, forget
at the moment that a seller implies a buyer. The Nation
now says that net a single Republican newspaper in the
land, se far as it lias been able te discover, bas vent ured te

notice in any way the Tribune's rernarkable and certainly
meet damaging staternent. Evidently American politie
have net yet attained any exaltcd standard cf purity.

A GRICULTURAL PROD UCTS: RPEC[PRO(CITlY
CONS! DERED.

T H1E Trade and Navigation returns of the Dominion cf
Canadafo the fiscal year ending 3th June, 1889,

exhi bit the fcliowing resulte with regard te the trade bu-
tweon the two ceuntries for that year in the above cern-
modities.

In "lAnimais and their Product, " are includecil
herses, cattle, sheep, swine, peultry, pork, beef and mutton
(fresh, salted and canned), butter, cheese, lard, tailow,
bides, peîts, f uns, wool, benes, eggs, boney, etc. In IlAgri-
cultural Producte " are inciuded grains cf ail kinde and
fleur, meai and residue therefroin, hay, straw, hope, malt,
fruits (green), trocs and ebrube, vegetables, vegetable
fibres, flax, broin cern, tobacco (unrnanufactured), cotten,
wool, etc.

In the surnrary below, the importe frein tha United
States oniy include sucli cf thein as wore actuaily entered
for home consumption, and beave eut cf calculation sucli
articles as merely pt'ssed through Canada for expert te
foneign ceuntries. 'fli experts te the Ulnited States
necessarily include the whole cf thern, a considerabie por-
tion of which wcre net for consumption there, but merely
shipped thrcugh United States routes fer expert te Great
Britain, etc.

In order te a more thorougli understanding cf our
trade in farm produce, the foliowing summary includes
our importe frern and experts te Great Britain.

Summary cf the Farin Produce and value thereof un-
perted into, the Dominion cf Canada frein (Great Britain
and the United States, together with the ainount cf
custorns duty collected thereon ; also the values cf the like
preduce exported from the Dominion te these twe ceun-
tries during the fiscal year ending 3th June, 1889.

IMPORT-

Animal@ and their products
(duitiable)........
(Free ofdty. ...

Agricultural productii (duti-
able .................
(Frec of duty) ......... 1

ExpoRTS-
Animals and their products
Agricultural products .. :

Gcreat Britain.

Value of Duty
Imports. coll'd.

8 $

United States.

Value of Diity
Imports. collected.

32,827 3,61,5 2,701,980
918,767........3A,822

1,025,649

2,069,169

Value of
Experts.

16,227,060
3,674,055

19,901,115

16,269

19,884

6,522,162

15,915,685

Value cf
Experts.

... 7,137,006
9, 12.5,707

16,262,713

One of the meet striking features cf the above suin-
mary je the fact, that the five millions cf people in the
Dominien cf Canada purchase about as mucli fari pro..
duce frein the sixty millions cf people in the United States
as they purchase frein us ; and if ailowance is made for
that portion cf our experts which je net entered for con-
sumption there, our purchases froin thein largely exceed
their purchases frein us.

Anether feature is, that while cur experte cf animale
and their preducte te Great Britain are more than double
the value cf those te the United States, cur experts cf
agricultural producta te the latter country are even in a
larger degree groater than thoso te Great Britain. The
disproportion is net altogether erdinary or natural. The
emaîl value cf cur agricultural product exporte te Great
Britain during the last twe crep years was cwing te the
goneral failureocf the wheat crep and the partial failure cf
the pea crop in the Province cf Ontario, and these two
crepe usually furnieli the greater part cf cur experts te
the United Kingdom.

As the question cf Reciprccity between Canada and
the UJnited States is exciting a geed deal cf intereet and
discussion, the Trade and Navigation returna cf the Dom-
ien may throw 8oe liglit on the question cf the ad-

vantages and dieadvantages wbich wonld prebabiy accrue
te the farrning inteneete cf Canada threugh the establish-
mont cf free trade between the twe ceuntries in farin
produce.

Firet, as te wheat, which je by far the meet valuable
product cf the farm. It is universally admitted, that in
almeet every year, with anything like f air average wheat
crepe, both ceuntries will have considorable surplus for
expert, and, under sucli circuinstances, the prices are
gcverned by the expert value. In every year for the last

decade, the United States bas exported freom 40 up to over
100 million bushels in wheat and flour, and its tarif! of
duties on these two articles bas net affected home prices.
Unfortunately for Canada, this country lias on several of
these years suffered froin failures of wheat crops, and has
required to import fromn the United States, considerable
quantities of wheat and flour, for home consumption.
iDuring the year 1888-89, the quantity se imported was15,-
121 bushels of wheat, and 257,391 barrels of flour, paying
duty ab the rate of 15 cents per bushel, and 50 cents par
barrel, contrîbuting to the Dominion Revenue, $131,965.
During the six months ending 3lst December, 1889, there
were further large like importa of fleur. This is not the
place or time to discuss the prepriety i of impoeing duties
on importa of breadstuifs, the present subject being to
show their effects on prices. Lt je perfectly absurd te
contend, that, during the eighteen months referred te, and
in two or three previeus seasons of like character, the
present duties on wheat and flour did not impreve prices
hirt and so benefit farinera. The relative quetations in
the 'markets of Canada and the United States prove the
con trary, and the fact that American millers have fre-
quently paid 50 cents duty per barrel of flour in order to
place their product on our markets corroborates this. It
may be urged that these were exceptional seasens, and
that the necessity of importa may neyer again cSur. Lt
is to be hoped that this may be so. But so far as the
interest of Canadian farmers in reciprocity in wheat in
concerned, there is the plain fact, that the experience of
the last ton years shows that there neyer lias been a time
when the United States required our wheat, but there
have been several years, when the present Canadian tariff
bas kept the price of flour bore 50 cents per barrel above
the prices which would have rulod under reciprocity or
free trade.

The next important product of the farm je bariey.
For this 'grain the United States lias been our only market,
and prices thore have governed thoe here, as the quantity
used for home consumptien forms too smail a proportion
of the crop to affect prices ; and sincei the season of 1877-
78 the exporte to Europe have boon too inconsiderable te
have any influence on markets. The Trade and Navi-
gation returns do net show fully the exporta of barley
from Canada, as some of thein are not reported at custom
bouses hure. The Washington returns of importe of 'barley
into the United States froin Canada show

1884-5 1885.6 1886-7 1887.8 1888-89
Bush ..... 9986,494 10,197,115 10,445,751 10,445,751 11,365,881

The dnty is ten cents per bushel. It is unquostionable
that the romoval of this duty, either through reciprccity
or otherwise, would prove of very great advantage te,
Canadian farmers.

Next in marketable, but really of greater aggregate,
importance, as a product of the farm, is cats. This crcp,
in the Province of Ontario, in 1889, wasesetimated by the
Bureau of Industries at over 64,000,000 bushels. The
Canadian customs duty on cats je ten cents per bushel. In
the case of this grain, as in wheat, the relative prices in
Canadian and United States markets, during almost the
whole of the last four or five years, have been so mucli
bigber in the former than in the latter country that it
ie absurd to dispute the fact that the tarifflias largely con-
duced to the high prices realised by farinera.

The next important grain crop je peas. In seasone of
good crope, the exporte to Great Britain are six or eight
turnes greater than those te the United States ; the
quantity of the latter consisting mainly of peas for seed,
and as a large part of tbem je of the saine kind of Marrow-
fats as are exported te Great Britain, the American buyer
lias te pay expert value and consequently the United
States consumer pays the American duty. Some varieties
are raised whoily for the American market, but the aggre-
gate quantity of such isj not important to the Province as
a whole.

When considering the question of cate and peas in
relation to reciprocity that of the free admission of Indian
corn suggests itself. The present Canadian duty on Indian
corn is seven and one haîf cents per bushel. During the
year 1888.9 there was imported inte Canada 2.894,838
bushels, on which the duty collected amounted to, $217,115.
In favour of the free admission of corn it is urged that
cheap corn would prove a great boon to those engaged in
fattening cattle and hoge. Lt is sometimes contended, alec,
that this cheap corn would enable Canada te, expert a
inucli larger quantity of peas, and that the ferwarding
railway and commercial intereete would be benefited by
this new movement inwards and enlarged mevement eut-
wards. This seeme a narrew and somewhat dangerous
position te, take. There are an immense number cf
farmers deeply interested in maintaining the prices cf corn
and oats, which are very important crops in seme sections.
Millers, aIse, would find the value of their bran, etc.,
depreciated. The grower of peas sbould ho very cautieuB
in assenting to free corn as being unlikely to affect the
price of peas. Canadian poas are now quoted about two
shillings per cental, or nearly ton shillings per quarter,
higlier than Indian corn in Liverpool market. This
difference in price je far greater than usual, and ie ewing
to the short eupply of peas and immense supply of cern.

1If under the free import cf cern, farmere should use twe
or three million bushele instead cf peas fer feeding
purposes, and thus add twe or throe million buehele cf
peas te thoe upply for Great Britain, they will flnd the
present big difforence in prices there pulled dewn very
rapidly. By free trade in cern the revenue would suifer
ceneiderably, and se weuid the Canadian fariner. whe raine
cern and cats fer market,
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