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THE LAMBEL'I (JONFERENCE: THE LORD'S DAY.

TEE Lambeth conference have touched with great judgment and yet with

great flrmness on the subject of IlSunday Observance "; and this remark

applies to the contents of aîl the three documents, the Encyclical, the

Resolutions of the Conference, and the Report of the Committee. With

respect to this last, we should remark that almost every phrase employed

by the Committee (consisting of English, Scottish, Australian, Irisli aid

American Bishops) was adopted in the Resolutions and in the Ellcyclical.

Of the Conference, although ini soute respects the expressions are sliglîtly

tonled down. Thiere is not here, however, as ou the question of Temperance

COnisidered last week, any such divergence as deinds special notice except

Ofl one minor point. XVe shali, therefore, merely give the well-considered

adweighty paragraph front the Encyclical, and base our remarks upon it.

It reads as follows: "lObservance of thie Lords8 Day. The due observ-

411ce of Sunday as a day of rest, of worship, and of religious teachin, has

adirect bearing, on the moral well-being of the Christian community. We

have observed'of late a growing laxity which threatens to impair its sacred

Oharacter. We strongly deprecate this tendency. We cali upon the

leisurely classes not selfishly to withdraw front others the opportunities of

est and of religion. We cal[ upon iraster and employer jealously to guard

the privileges of the servant and the workman. In ' the Lord's Day' we

have a priceîess heritage. XVhoer misses it mecurs a terrible responsi-

bility.e>i

These utterances will coninmend theniselves to, Christians and to philan-

thropists alike. It is interesting to note how the atmosphiere of the pas-.

'4g0 is of the Eastern rather than the Western ilemisphere. It is certainly

a nIatter of thankfulness to see that the good English word workomn bas

riot yet given place to tke detestable substitute, employé. May we hope

that common sense will prevail to restore it here '1 On the other hand, it

'aises a smile among oursolves to read of the Illeisurely classes." Doubt-

le553 they are still to be found in the old world. Wliere are they in the

"Broadway,' in IlWabashi Avenue," in our own IlKing Street "

We notice one curious omission in the Encyclical. There is no distinct

8tatement of the "lDivine obligations " of the "lreligious observance of one

daY in seven," as it is in the Report of the Commîttee, and in the Resolu-

tiOns of the Conference, apparently carried without division, both authori-

ties declaring, this obligation to be Ilembodied in the Fourth Command-

*el. W r inclined toagree with the judgment here expressed, and

yet we are adad that it was not embodied in the Encyclical, and thi o

the simple reason that the practical aspect of the question is quite dlean,

'ehile the theoretic is noti

While we grant with Archbishop Whately that the positive, as dis-

tiflguished fromt the moi-al portion of the decalogue is not binding upoil

10hristians, we do yet strorîgly symnpathize with those who point out that

th' very position of the Fourth Comnmandment, containing positive precepts,

'Il the midst of a series of other commandmuents, which ahl emnforce moral

Obligations based upon pninciples seeme to give almost a moral char-

acter te, that commandment. On the other hand, the reader of the New

'e8tarment cannot be unaware that St. iPaul treats the observance of

the IlSabbath " as an open question, a question to be decided by every

Chiistian's own conscience; and it is quite certain that, at that tume, the

I4ord's Day had not taken the place of the Sabbath, except that the early

Christians met together on the irst day of the week for breaking of bread

ador prayer, and probably, in most cases certainly, went afterwards tc

their usual dayis work.

Rlaving regard to these facts and considerationS, it was well that th(

0Conference should rest their appeal on the sure ground of ecclesiasticft

"Seage, coinmon consent, and Christian expediency, although only the las

Oe these is formally alleged. We do entirely agree with the Bishops tha

the lisuse of the dayoinvolves "a terrible responsibility," whether wi

TInnan'bY that misuse a needless secularisation of the day on our own part

'Dr a hindrance to its being enjoyed as a day of rest by others.

Wh 11 10 speaking, we are, in no way, open to the charge of Judaizing o

Wat is called Sabbatarianismf. We are not pleading for the letter of th

eO0urth Commandmeiit. We are pleading for a customi which is one of th

01dest in the Church of Christ, which. has been found of the highest utilit)

%7ad Which has been, in different fonnis, embodied i the Iaws of Churche

9'lid Of States. We may mention, in passing, that, soute years ago, th

e'relich Bishops made an earnest, comibined effort to secure a better obseri

P""2" Of the Lord's Day; and every one who knew Paris, for exampl4

fa 'tt years ago, and who bas visted it during the last few years, canne

fil to be impressed with the great change which has taken place in regar

to WOrk on Sunday, whatever may be said of amusements.

Sunday amusements present a real and obvious difficulty. on the one

hand, it seems the lieight of cruelty to refuse innocent recreation to people

who can have it only on one day in the week. On the other hand, it is

difficuit to sanction Sunday recreations without necessitating increase of

labour on the part of a portion of the poplation, and perhaps depressing

the religious character of the day. Ilere is the problem. We are not

aware that any one demiurs to this statemient of it, although the proposed

solutions are widely different.

Soute time ago Tut WEEK drew attention to the question of the use of

the street cars on the Lord's Day. It was thien pointe(l out that the

running of the cars during, certain hours in the afternoon would enable

those of the working classes who lived in the heart of the city to enjoy the

benetits of country exercise and fresh air. We bave seen no argument

against this suggestion which is not equally applicable to the use of private

carrnages. Xay, the argument is far stronger for the running of the

street cars than for the use of private vehlicles. The well-to-do man or

wmncan drive cmt for recreation any day ; the working man or woman

can do so only on Sunday. We mention this subject at present merely to

point out that we should not regard the running of the street cars as

"Sabbath desecration. "

There are two senternces in this portion of the Encyclical which should

be emiphasized and dwelt upon. We will quote them again. Il We cal

upon the leisurely [well to dol classes not selfishly to withdraw f ront others

the opportunities of rest and of religion. W e cal1 upon master and

employer jealously to guard the privileges of the servant and the work-

inan." To some extent these exhortations are less needed in this country

titan in England. The working classes here are mostly able to take care

of themselves. But, unfortunately, a good many of those who have most

need of the rest of the Lord's Day are the least able to make sure of it.

Among these are certainly to be reckoned our domestic servants. It is

not easy to ascertain the exact condition of this class, or rather, to get to

know hoiv many difféerent kitids of conditions there are among them, and

to what extent they are cut off front the nicans of recreation and of reli-

gious instruction and worship.

But, perhaps, in days whien domestic servants, if they are worth any-

thing, can almost make their own ternis, there is littie danger of thieir

being kept in bondage. There is perhaps a greater and more subtle danger

in many of them. being memibers of households iii whiuh either no heed is

given to the sacred character of the Lord's Day, or else where it seems to

be taken for granted that the observance of it on the part of domestic

servants need extend only to the taking of recreation. In other words, no

pains are taken to encourage the young women, of whomn this class is

chiefly composed, to attend a place of worship.

With those who belong to the Roman Catholic Church, as many of

themt do, it matters the less, as their spiritual directors will insist on their

attending at mass, and generally will see that they do it. But with regard

to Protestant girls the case is different ; and we would respectfully suggest

to the clergy of the different churches that this matter should be considered

by them as a part of their mînisterial duties.

We are quite aware that congregations resenit what they consider

*meddlesomeness on the part of their clergy, and are not willing to have

their domtestic habits and customs made the subject of comment. But

*surely a minister of Jesus of Nazareth could hardly ho exceeding his coin-

*mission if hie were to ask his people whether they were considering the

spiritual welfare of their domestics. Surely they might even give hints

>which would quicken the consciences of soune who had neyer given the

subject sufficient thought. For example, might they not hint that Sunday

calîs and Sunday afternoon "lteas" must have a bad effect on their

dependents, who, if they think anything of the Lord's Day at all, will

tprobably regard such things as violating its spirit ' I f they do not quite

sce their way to the introduction of such a subject, they can Ray that the

hint was given in- a "lsecular " paper, and, if they like to be more particu-

lar, they can say TnE WEEK.

ERRArU.-Inl last week's article on IlIntemperance,"' in an extract

r front the Resolutions of the Lambeth Conference, the words Ildistilled and

e undiluted " should have been Ildiluted or undiluoed."7

e

THE~ average wheât crop of Jtaly for the past ten years has been

132,000,000 bushels, and Jtaly, as a wheat-producing country, ranks as

e third in Europe, being excelled only by France and Russia ; so that it will

be seen that the outturn of hier harvest has somewhat to do with the re-

quirements of Europe. The crop of last year was about 120,000,000

bushels, or 12,000,000 bushels below an average of the past ten years.

't The consuimptive requirenients of Italy the coming cereal year will be

d about 140,000,000 bushels, or 20,000,000 bushiels above hier production.

The btulk of this wilI, in ail probability, be supplied by Russia and India.


