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der to palliate the cowardly per-
secutipn of these tenefactors
humanity, we deem it opportune
to place before our readers the -
partial testimony of one who call

have no motive but the love of
truth jn bearing witness in mcon
trovertible facts, Henry Mayers

socialist

Hyndman is an ardent
and, what is less common, & man
of varied learning and wide ex-
perience. He is no half-educated,
seli-made demagogue, but a Brac
uate of Cambridge. On leaving
Trinity College in that great Unt-
versity he first studied law, amt
later on was a special correspoil’
dent to the Pall Mall Gazette dur-
ing the war between Prussia and
Austria in 1866. Some twenty-three
yeats ago he began publishing 2
series of socialistic works, among
which are: England for Al The:
Social Recomstruction of England,
Socialism and Slavery, Will Bocial-
ism Benefit the English People?
The most learned of his works 1
the Historic Basis of Socialism 11
England, published in 1883, There-
in occurs a passage Wwhich might
almost by styled the: classical de-
fence of religious orders, & ©
fence all the more remarkable 1
that it proceeds not from an bow-
est Protestant like Mait}aﬂld or
Ranke, but from an unbeliever, 2
freethinker, a socialist leader, one
of the champions of -the S.ocm
Democratic Federation. It will be
scen that Mr. Hyndman, in the ful-
_ness of his knowledge and the sin-
cerity of his purpose, is indignant
at the travesty of history palmed
off on the Protestant world. .

At pages 14 and I5 of “The His-
toric Basis of Socialism in P-}ng-
land,” he writes: ’ svhhe relations
of the Church, the monasteries
and the clergy to the people were
most important from every point
of view. ‘There is nothing ntore

.English society in the. middle ages
has been handled by our ordinary
ecpnomists, chroniclers anc} re-
\ligionists. Even sober and, 11 .’t‘he
main, toleralbly conscientious
writers, seems to lose their ‘beads
or become afraid to tell the truth
on this matter. Just as the
modern capitalist can see gobhﬂll'g
but anarchy and .oppression in
the commection between the people
and the feudal noble, so  the
authors who represent the ‘middle

of | large sums Wwere
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Granting that
wasted on the
useless ceremonies of masses and
candles, that some of the monas-

other good works.

teries had a well managed refec-
tory, and an admirable c_ell-ar of
wine and beer, it is certain, never-
theless, that the abbots, and priors
were: the best
land, and. that so long as the
Church held i#ts lands end its
power, permanent pauperism Was
unknown. The general employment,
which, as l-andlord:ﬁ reséﬁnttggng
‘ ople, the orded, the im-
the PeoPle, O o farms and of
their own buildingsl which the-y
carried out, -the excéllent work in
road-making which they did—a task
specially necessaly in those times
_in addition to their action as
public alms-givers, teachers, doc-
tors, and nurses, show what useful
people many of these much abused
monks and nuns really were. The
monkish igmorance of which we
hear SO much, the: ‘drones’ who
slept away their lves in comfort
and ease at the cost of other men'd
labor, were po moIe ignorant and
superstitious than a Church of
d parsom, or a Wesleyan
preacher and were less dependent
on the labor of their fellows than
Baptist oratofs of radical capital-
ists of today.”
When, in the

foregoing passage,

fling at uggeless ceremondes of
masses,”’ he overlooks the sequence,
as between cause and effect, , bg-
tween that lavish expenditure and
charity to the :
strange that,. with his analytic
mind, he never asked himself how
it has invarigbly come to pass in
the history of the world that those
who spend nost on the worship of
God are always the most practical
lovers of their neighbor. The New
Testament, which makes charity

cialisk cannot be expected to follow
the laws of logic in all things, and
these very biemishes in his testi-
mony enhance its value.

" Finally, according to Mr. Hynd-
man again, what was the eﬁect. of
the suppression of the monasteries,
begun 'quder Henty VIII. and com-
summated . under Elizabeth? “The

poor,” he Writes at page 22 “who
had ever o‘g’t%ed ready relief from!

lsndlords in Eng-

poor. It is passing|

the Church; the wayfarers, who
could always find food and shelter
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Canada for nearly Sixty Years
. and has never yet failed
to give satisfaction.
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Its prompt use will prevent a
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The club is located in the most
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