
114 ACTA VICTORIANA,
uikrPlu'nge in Imcd as res would have been to the advantage of thebook. But it took even Shakespeare a long time to learn that.If)~wlze I(Ontario Publishing Co.) is a story by a British Colum-bia ýjournlist", -Julian Durham, wlth the scene laid in England and theproblemi that of uflcoÎ5cîous hypnotism. As this author has flot, sofaIr -a, I know01, deait with Canadian subjects, it will, perhaps, be betterto WaIit unltil Suc(h a work from lier pen appears.B/ac-k Ro0ck. To the Editor of the Westminster belongs the creditof having dliscoveredl the story-telIe.r of the year, Ralph Connor. Histokis, a talc of miýssion work amiong the miÎners and lumubermen ofIlrtis Clunbi; of their struggle with the demon whiskey, andthuir vi'to)rY under tht lidership of the, I had almost»said,sporting preacher, Craig, and Uis wonderfulîy endowed lieutenant,Mrs. 'Mavor, afterwards Nlr-. Craig. The preacher is an honorgraduate of Toronto University, and therefore it is no surprise to findfreqpunt references tu friendships formed there-and more especialîyto Rgyfoblto which sport the hero is devoted. And therewvas need of ail the pluck that is developed by the game, for thebatties theýy had to flght were against a mort insidîous foe than evertri'ed their niiettît on tht camjpus. The characters aIl stand out clearand distinict, each p)layinig well his part in the developrnent of thestor>i. It is flot difficuit to tell what school the author attended inlearninig his art, for the marnes Mlaclaren and Crockett corne un-biclden into the nirory, artd yet ont is not made to feel that theauthor is a servile irniitator. Individuaîity is everywhere in evidencein the wvork. Nor do the minor characters suifer at the hands oftheir creator. Gracrne, the boss of the lurnber camp; Connor, thtwoner orkng hyscia, woseunique prescription-a cablegram.waIS SO potent in driving out mountaîn fever at the critical moment;Nelson, tht victimn of drink, who was rescued fromt his thraldom andclosed a noble life by a death for bis master; Billy, whost patheticStruggle against tht commion enemny is so beautifully told; and evenSiavin, the refornied bartender, ail and sundry eniist Our attentionfromi start to finish. Usually a story with the setting of this one isonly seconciarily of literary merit, and this stili shows tht earmarks ofits origin, which was to interest the readers in missionary work amongthe workers in the wild west. But Love îs Lord of ail, and gives avery humnan interest to aIl the actors in the drame. Throughout thework we are niade conscious of the greater freedomt which prevails inthose wild districts to the breaking down of the narrow barniers ofcreeds and to tht emphasizîng of the universal in ail Our beliefs.


