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IT is the last month of t he year. Reader, what account
have you rendered for the past year? 1 I closing up the
books of the departed months, what have been the heav-

iest items agamnst you 1 Have they been wrongs against
others or yourself 1 Overt acts, or secret thoughts 1 Evil
doue, or good left undone 1

We are very proue to, lirnit ou.r self-judgment and our
self-eondem nation to the visible, palpable acts of open
wrong-doing. Able in no other way to judge of others,.
we corne in this way to, judge of ourselves. Bu't herein
we are wrong; and in an hour of serious contemplation,
when we sit down to searcli ourselves thoroughly, we
miust perceive that there is very much besides actions
which, goes to decide our characters, and for which we
must account. We may be unable to recail positive acts

of sin; and yet may find that we have cherished a state
of mind which has rendered the whole year littie else
than one long sin. Or we rnay find, t4at, through
thoughtlessness or sloth, we have let pass opportunities.
of virtuous action, tuBl our most innocent days are dark-
ened with the gailt of negligence.

This is, probably, no uncommon case. A man comforts
hîxnself, perhaps prides himself, in perceiving that lie
cannot be charged with any gross deviation from, moral
propriety ; but lie is not aware how ofteu he lias neglected

a moral ditty. Re does not consider that the frequent
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