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T HEgratifying informalion reaches us that steps arc being
taken to fortm Architectural Associations for the cities of

Montreal and Quebec. The pronoters of the moveient have
the best wishes of their professional brethren of the O. A. A.
[t is te be hoped that the architects of these' two cities will not
stop short of attenpting te feran an Architectural Association
for teli entire province of Quebec. We hope te be in a posi-
tien te state in our next issue that the work of organization lias
been succesfully accomplisbed.

T HE Montreai Subway Company is seeking incorporation
for the purpoese of conducting electric wires underground.

Further, il ses te bc clothed vil powers such as would enable
it te work its own avill and snap its fingeis at any efforts on tell

part of the city te control its operations. it wants a 40 years
franchise for nothing, te be protected firom the interference oi
any other company, and te have ahe riglht, afaer giving the city
eight days' notice, te open the streets, roadways, alleys, and se
forth, for the purpose of laying underground the conduits. In
short, this enterprising company sectes te "avant the carth."
We cannot fer a moment believe that the Legislature of Quebec
would saddle the city of Montreai snith such a moniopoly. It
behooves the City Council, however, te lac ntchful of tlie city's
interests in ibis matter. ,

T H E Building By-lavs of the city of Tornte provide bleat
"no person shall commence he cerection ofany ni

building, or the repair or alteration of any old building, within
the fire liinits A, iB, C, and D, unless and aintil they shal

l 
have

first subnitted the plans and specifications of the proposed
building, alterations, or repairs te the inspector of iuildings for
his inspection, and shall have obtained his written certificate
that the proposed building, alterations or repairs, are le com-
pliance vith the provisions of this By-law, snd will net involve a
violation of any By-las' or regailatioi of the City rciating te
prevention of ires or the erection, repair or alteration of build-
ings." Se fair as our observation lias gonte, tle abohre clause is
disregarded in a very large nuibaer cfilsnces, anl the attempts
melade te enforce compliance .aerewith are of aell fecblest char-
acter. We have already pointed onît ic fact ihat peramits which
should be obtained before wnork is commaanenced, are in most cases
net obtaiied until the building is avell uider aay or nearing
completion. it is net unreasonable te suppose dhat under succh
a slip-shod method, the provisions of aell by-lav are fregitienily
violated, yet sae seldoi or never licir of work being ordered to
be donc a second time on tht aicceunt. While the City Council
are considering amaenlmaents te bla ws desigted te goven
tel erection of buildings, they anould tIc well to endeavor te
secore the efficient administation of these laws.

T HE report of the committee appointed by the Toronto
City Council to consider a method of regulating the

erection of scalois awithin the city limits fully baars ue what
wavis said in the January naumîaber of this journal onl the subject.
The coinînittee say ly think it impossible te fraine a liy-laîw
wnhich would bc workable and whicli would state just how every
scafold should be erected, as the circuistances under awhtica
they arc to be erected differ se naterially. They have comle te
the couclusion tiant the better plan is to let tela city coimiîîissioner,
or inspecter of buildings, be the judge, upion complaina, as te
whether a scaffold is safe or net, and would recomnend that
by-iaw' No. 627 bc changed se aes to rend as follows : " When
infornation comaes te the inspecter of buildings, or wien by any
manns it cones te his knoiledige that sny building, or portion
ofa building in course of crection, alteration or repair, vithin
tlan city limîits, or the *cafolding or hoists connected thercwith
shall be deemed unsafe, lae shall imdncdiately examine the
saine ; and should lhe decile aell sane te bu unsafe, ie shall
inmediately stop all s'ork connected with the part of tle build-
ing sc condeinned, and shall at once notify the owner, con-
tracter or agent te ancke the siaid building, scaffolding, lasists or
other work se condemnnel, perfectly safe, and any ner,
contracter, agent or woarkman who lou s work, or allows vork to
be done uipon said condemined iork (except for tle purpose oi

making the same safe) until ie lias received a certilicate from
the inspecter that the said condemtned structure lias been iiiade
safe, shalf bc subject to all penalties of this by-law." Tue con-
mittee cannot overlook the fact tiait after al], ala aorkmen who
erected or are cnploycd upon a scaffiold aire the very best
judges as te whether or net tie scafold is perfectly safe, and
wotild strongly recomnend vorkien who suspect a scefold or
building te be insecure, te refuse te wîork upon the sinae, and te
instantly notify te conmaissioner's deptartnent tat such scaf-
fold or builaing is supposed to be ansafe. The connmitace had
before then correspeialnce froe athe prinçiipal Aierican ciaies,
ai fild that in no case have they a speciication defining just

lnw a scaffola shouild bu buili. lt is alsc recommienled that
placards should be placed ipon alI buildings in course oferection
or alteration, informing the uworkien engaged thereon of the
provisions contained in by-law 627 for tIheir protection, snd tiat
all complaints tade by workmrien or ethers avill be fil in strict
confidence.

L T seems ver' strange te the profession that, notithsading
all hat lias been written concerning conpetitions and the

nanner in whici they should be conducted te isent wbitha a res-
pense from the ibest men, instructions such as those issued by
tlhe city of Quebec should still be prepared in all seriousness,
believing that they are all that architecti can wish for, and bat
they avill reuit in ell selection ofa superior and unobjectionable
design. These instructions have been prepareal with great care
and in tle mos elaborae nanner. Much instruction and
advice lias also been oflerei for the benefit of competing archi-
tects. Here and tire pithy stateaents have been miade as ta
this and that, whicla some tamiglat profit by if they would, but
which will bc disregarded by all. It is evident ahat tie city of
Quebec does net iish to discover a geood design togetler with
its author, S maucl ais they desire te secure a set of plans which
cain be placed in ahe handsofthe Ciay Engineer or sinme faivored
lal arclhit'ct te liae a building ernecd tierefron. While
they ancre abouat it, tlhy should have asked for detail drawings,
and thus have placed thaciselves in possession ofall flin drai-
ings necessary to tlhe complete crection of aela building. As
icre aire turne premaitîtms and all alah premiated drawings are te

becoce tle property of ell city, icy shotil lave mure than
sufficient drawings ail inaforniation for ti erecain of this maost
important building. We cannot imagine any sanle amaan aunder-
taking te prepare .a design tuder these instructions, in tue hope
of recciving any one of thn turne prizes. The wor called for is
tremiendous, and the first prize, if obtained, aould net pay aell
actual cash calay> ofpreparing ahe drawings. If oie tattemps to
compute the cost to the profession of entering such a competi-
tion, he couli be astounded, more especially if ie takes ino
consideraatin thn reard.The profession should take sote
concertel action wiicl wili result in tle coiiletc failure of tail
sucli competitions. 'flac instructions state that lhe cost of le
proposed buikling " shall net exceed tell se! of $200,e00."
This is ai very definite sartament, aid should be strictly adhered
te. How la is to be done wae know nt, for ue are convinaced
that it anould require beaneen $4o,ooo tad $50D,000 tn erect in
Toronto a building of le sizec of this proposed structure, tatl if
alte suggestions naoade in tle riarks at alte end of tell instruc-
tions are folloed, alae building coukli net be ercCed fer $750,eee.
Why probleins impossible of solution are seriously placed before
architecte by men who are consitered te Ia capable and of
sound mindi, ave cantnt comprehiend. We have never known of
au architect supplying the deficiency, se aell hope that ie muay
do so cannt be put forard neas a teason for appropriating only
one hailf or one third of tie rncessary ftus. Granitel that tise
builaing can be erected for $2oooo, aela architect wlo may win
the first premitam will give value in aise form eof dranings and
specifications tc tIhe amoaunt Of $5,0o, as aise plans and specifi-
cations asked for are nearly all that could be required for aell
making up of tenders. If the builing siould cost $5o0,oo0,
whici it avill most certainly, flin drawings te bc supplied would
be worth $î2,500. W ki taamember cf the City Couacii of
Quebet agree an sell $î2,500 or evna $5,oo ancrat of gonds, fer
$i,500. Certainly net ! And yet att is what tley ahink archi-
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