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J. M. COURTNEY, Deputy Minister of Finance.

MONTREAL CLEARING-HOUSE.

The figures of the Montreal Clearing-House
for the week ending Oct. 26th, are: Clearings,
$11,854,379; balances, $1,496,935.

-A case tried at Pittsburg, a few days ago,
before Judge White, has a direct bearing upon
the right of sugar refiners in Canada to refuse
to sell sugar to persons who will not agree to
be bound by rules ofan organization to which
they do not belong. Thomas Buchanan, a
broker, claimed from several members of the
"Builders' Exchange," who dealt in builders'
supplies, damages which he had sustained from
their refusal te furnish him with materials for
the construction of several bouses, which, in
consequence of such refusal, he had been- un-
able te complete according te a contract into
which he had entered. The refusal of the de-
fendants was charged as a conspiracy. "A
conspiracy in law," said Judge White, "is
when two or more people agree to accomplish
a purpose illegally." " It is never necessary,"
he added, "to prove that a conference was
held, as that is always impossible te establish;
when they act in concert for one common pur.
pose, it is conspiracy." And here comes in
the right of a person whom a combination
may wish to exclude. "Men, not mem-
bers of the Exchange," the judge said, "have
as much right te make a contract as members
of the Exchange," and a concerted attempt,
deduced from the facts, te break down the
contractor, would be an unlawful purpose.
The jury found for the plaintiff, awarding him
$350 against each of the defendants.

-A firm in Kingston, Ontario, is sending a
small ship load of 100 long tons hay te England,
on order, according te the News, but finds high
freight rates an obstacle. We also ear that
the first car loadof oatmeal for the Old Country,
has left Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, consign.
ed te Liverpool, and the Liberal sees no reason,
" unless it be the freight rates," why this trade
should not be successful. Is it not possible
that these shippers expect more than is rea-
sonable, and is not their modern contempt of
distance misleading them ? Distances such
as those from Kingston te Bristol, or from
Manitoba te Liverpool, are not exactly next-
door pleasure trips. Carriers, whether by land
or ocean, are anxious for business these days,
and competition may be trusted te make rates
as low as they ought te be te pay, if they are
not now.

-" The cry is for cars," is what the Winni-
peg Free Preas says about the wheat dealers of
that city. Request was made of the C.P.R.
in one day last week for no fewer than 1,200
cars by outlymng stations westward from
Winnipeg, and in two days 450 empty cars
were actually forwarded te stations te fetch
wheat eastward. The cry for cars in Toronto
this week is made by the lumber dealers and
is addressed te the Grand Trunk Railway.
That corporation appears te be doing its beat
te supply the demand, but its rolling-stock
of that kind is not abundant, te say the least
of it. Ontario grain dealers are just now
making an earnest cry and prayer te both
roads for cars.

-In pursuance of bis intention to deliver

a series of addresses in the Maritime Pro-

vinces, Mr. Erastus Wiman has given his first

lecture -at St. John on the subject of Conti-

nental Union.
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