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induces a condition of lethargy and corpulence, which, to
the political cconomist, is anideal to be achieved at any
cost. He beging indeed, by comparing his science to
mathematics, «nd so confessing it to be pnt.zq‘)ph‘cal)lc mn
itself to life 5 but he presently forgets his limitation, and
lays down his laws as craphat caily as if they were the laws
of God. A nation’s pri ¢ and sell-respect are as litile to
him as the common legends of the ages.  As regards our-
selves, the men and women of Victorian England, the
Crimean war conclusively proved to the nations at large
that we were vigorous as of old, and herewith endiched our
record ; while that other crisis, the Indian mutiny, defined
our true position, and showed the Hindu exactly where we
were strong and ours:ives oxactly where we were weak -
both to our iniinite advantage.  In time of peace, “only
the ledger lives™; but even the basest are roused o valeur
by the peril of their household gods:
* For T trust if an enemy’s fleet came yonder round by the hill,
And the rushing battle-bolt sang from the three-decker out of the
foam, ‘
Then the smooth-faced, snub-nosed vogue would leap from his
connter and (ill, o ‘
And strike, H he could, were it bat with his cheating yard-wand,
home,”
[f you had bzen a Border farmer three centuries ago, 1t
would have been exasperating enough to have your cattle
lified and your harvests burned.  But O the delight of fol-
lowing the “bauld Buccleuch” on the return foray ! the
long ride across the moor, the swimming of the *“wan
water,” the dash forward ull Carlisle towere toomed over-
head, and youwr forchammers clanked and rang on Carlisle
yett!  And ar Oiterbourne did not the Douglas render
thanks to God that his end was not peaceful but on the
battle-ficld > In wruth, the fighting instinet is the strongest
Csave one, perhaps-=in ail the armoury of human nature ;
and the nation it departs shall surely perish miscrably, even
as the man it is known to have departed is ever a byword
among women and a reproach to his fellow-men. * With
it or upon 1.7 said the Spartan mother when she brought
her son his shicld; and to say that her words are dead
were Lo say that the race itselt is in the throus,

CANADIAN REMOUN'TES.

The following letter, addressed from Quebee to the
cditor of the domy and Naiy Gazelfe, 1.0oadon, England,
will be read with general interest 1 Canada i--

Sik, --\s a consant reader of your valuable Gasette, 1
am much interested in the many suzgestions which appear
from tnae (o tme in connection with the dithiculty of ob-
tining remounts for the arnmy, wheth. rin peace-time or
war. s one who contributed his mite towards the estab-
lishment of the preseit Remount Department, over which
Gen, Ravenhill presides, Tam amazed to find how the only
rea ly practical soiution to the question is shirked by every
one, in the hope, no doubi, of protecting the depressed
asvicultrmal interests of the Unied Kingdom, 1 take it as
an cstabished fact that the sample of Canad an horses
panc sed a few years ago were satisfactery o the cost, of
was increased somewhat, like any  other new
veoadnre, through the neeessary travelling expenses, e, of
the comuussion visiting  the immense terntories f the
Doninion ; but even with this added, the cost per head of
a Conadian hotse on parade in the ranks for a five-vear-old
wits fess than wiat an Enzlish troop h rse costs, adding his
keen uncit matnred and “Ae” In 1886 Gen. Ravenhill's
co nmission ad bes e Lan open letter and a most valuable
addr ss on hors - breediag to the Mmister of Agricultug,
who had it printed in pamphlet formv and  distributed
throuzhont the country, catising groat interest to bhe taken
in the qeston. Now, as there 15 plenty of energy and
p b enterprise hout people in America, who are qa ¢k
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to seize un any new source of profitable trade, very many
thoroughbred harses were at once imported, particularly in
Ontario, and the Government of the Province of Quebec
cstablished a haras near Montreal.  Raiche owners gen-
erally followed suit in improving their stocks, and everyone
naturally expected that 2 number of horses would be pur-
chased in Canada annually by the Remount Dep rtment of
the War Ottice. All this, however, was suddenly put a stop
to in consequence of the alarm caused 10 the agricultural
interests in England.  And now various devices are sug-
g sted by correspondents in your colums for meeting the
difficulty of a supply of rescrve war-horses, such as “cstab-
lishing farms for buying and maturing horses,” “stopping
the export of horses to the Continent,” “ purchasing horses
and givirg them to the yeomanry to keep,” “the registra-
tion of cab and dray horses,” &, at best only a makeshift
sort of policy. I cannot help thinking that itis much better
at once to look facts in the face, no matter how unpleasant
they miy be, wnd recognise that Canada is the true and
natural reserve depot for England’s war-horses, such as Aus-
tralia and the Cape are for India.  But in order to create
an unlismited snpply of this article in reserve, at regulation
prices, it is neeessary to purchase a few hundred remounts
annuaily in the Dominion. At the present tme the United
States are the best customers, but their requirements are
for fast road hors s, or cheap draught ones, and some heavy
Clydes or Percherons.  Uuless the British people learn o
view the question from a broader national standpoint than
they do at pre-ent, there will be little use in Canadian far-
mers continuing to breed cavalry horses. 1 have no hesi-
tation in stating that a contract could be entered into with
rehable parties, cither in Toronto or Montreal, to deliver
500 suitable, well bred, sound five-year-old horses in Eng-
land this scason, at the regulation price—-viz, £jo for
cavalry, and £45 for artiilery horses.  But it is not the
question ol cost so much that should influence the action of
the Wer Olfice as that of the creation of a reserve. ‘This
could have been done readiy enough had not political ex-
igencics undone the good that was cffected by Gen. Raven-
hill and his commissioners, VIEILLE MOUSTACHE.
Quebee, Sept. 3.

“I'HE SWORD.”

A very interesting lecture on “ The Sword ” was given by
Sir Fredenck Pollock in conneetion with the Inns of Court
R. V. school of arms, at the drill hally Lincoln’s-Inn,
Foadon, recentiy.

The lecturer pointed out that the small sword of modern
dass was a late product of swordsmanship; he traced the
development of the weapon through ancient and medieval
times, tHustrating the subject at every step by the aid of an
mtere ting and complete collection of swords and daggers
of Furspean as well as of Fastern types.  Both the straight
and the curved types were extremely ancient, and it was im-
possibie to say which was the older s among European nations
straizht swords had been the most prevalent fori, while the
curved form generally ind:cated an Eastern origing and
indeed it was sl preferred by Eastern nations, The
orizinal Furopean sword was a straight one, and  through
the middle agzes it was straight and double-cdged © and,
showing  the mo fiications 1w derwent and  the art of
feacing iself as time went o0, he mentioned that it was
inposs:ble to under taed the Flizabethan literature without
some klea o the rapier play of the 16.h century. Out of
the raprer play grew the brighter and finer methods of
mode:n fenee, the first step in the evolution heing the dis-
carding of the degger wheh was vsed in the left hand,  In
e 7ih and the carly part of the 18th century there was a
seri.s ob transition types, and then came in the French
three edged sword, the type of the Fronehy duel sword.
Dealing with the development of the cut and point play, he



