
DOMINION MEDICAL MOX'TIILY

to us to consider. He suggested a rare condition wvhichi neither
of us had ever seen, but we fuît that consideration of it should
flot have escaped us. We were in a very humble frame of mind
until the operation showed tliat our diagnosis had been right.
It was so i>riiiipally because the rare condition had flot corne
te, our minds. The moral of thîs is not that ignorance îs an
advantage. Buit some, of us are too tuh attractcd b *v the
thought of rare things anîd forget the law of averages in diag-
nosis. Thure is a inait who is very prond of having diaguosed
a rare abdomninal disease on several occasions. ]3rit as for soîne
years lie niiade( this diagnosis in every obscuire abdominal con-
dition, of ouirse being ncarly always wrong, one cannot fu.el
that hoiesre much credit.

You inavay and properly so, that titis address lias duait
with sm l na But it is the simple things whieh reqire
to bu kepIt vosanl bcfore us and which must form te fouinda-
tion f oiu :lausil ailityv. I fuel ver ' strongly that it is the
druîy of (icer f meiieto insist oit their students leariinîiug
t1e siimple -Ilitical me(thods tlîoroligll and to impress thetu

~vithl thu 1view il nothing can take tIme place of lotir owiiowr
of inetgto.The advaneus on the laborator v side :lnd thuf

pcrfctio i < iîîstroments bave added rnucb to or Jowr of
dia'tois. t tlii, ' have given soute mn the idea thait they '

arc eervt it ad flie uise of ou'seus and bands isloedn
as ld-ashomîd.The man wouflrst idua ini an obselure tbor-

acte uîtasf isý to) hav aXra plate taken and who cannot,-ý
boîhur ~ ~ ~ ~ 10,» ~vttptsclsgs Duc ot duserve the nantu diaýg-

nosicin. îmesaftywith w'ilt the abdomntu can bu pete
111as led ma 111un1 to ngethde priinciples of abdoinazl ilg

mioisfo te îtrteu o a abdom1,inal exploration. Mani iv
Iltei are'( li't willillga te miake the uffîi- lu arrive at adigsi

b- llore laoiousethoda(1. Two examples of this are ini myi
wardsb ;1 at bis t m ioe mnan has bail three abdominal sctions
ÎT, th- eiffort to-icoe ilme soulrce of his abdominal pain whiich
a toog phialexainationi \xvouIld have sbown fo be a

spodylti wib ufere pans thie other has tabes with svr
gasri cilli ad lus abdomenrit was opened by a stîrgeoni whio
maethu stal(ïtuent t1hat a lparotomy xvas the quiecust wav te

maiike a diq]ss Ir was not in tbis case. To mv mmdi, aceuir-
iet hbtofori11, su hinkiug are a great safeguard aga-insî.z

thee mmpo'edshor)lt ulsz t diagnoi.
Tt ieayhrt- cz sud point onit the faults of others.

Tle more we sirudv unir tlurrshe more svmpahhv wu have
for the nitslakiýes of others. W, shonl ail hav the' <esire to


