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" EDITOBIAL NOTES.

Tue more C. Chiniquy, D.D., writes
the more ev:dent it becomes that he has
forgotten everything that he ever knew
concerning the Roman Caiholic Church
—that is to say if he ever knew anything
regarding its dootrines and practices.
He is anxions for alittle notoriety at pres-
ent; but if he wishes to keep up the
gemblance of an ordinary education bis
only plan will be to koep eilent.

l..
WE have been informed {but we don't

R iilway Compaby has besn, of late, in
collusion with the undertakers of the city.
It must bave been ths unhealthy and
actually dangerous condition (from a san-
itary point) of certain cars that have been
allowed wpon the tracks during the past
couple of weeks that gave rise to the
rumour. Of course the bad state of
the streets may be to blame; but that
excuse does not remove the fact that it
is very dapgerous to sit with ome’
feet in & pool of slush and breathe an
atmosphere reeking with foul vapors.
**'I

We were n.t aware that the CM B.A.
was a “secret society,” -in fact- the’
Gazette gave us that most interesting
piece of information, in an indirect man-
ner, the other day. Under the heading
“Secret Societies” it gave several reports
of meetings, the first amongst them that
of Branch 26 of the Q.M. B.A. This may
be a convenience in the line of making
up the paper, but it might prove very
misleading, especially with people who
arenot informed to the contrary, and
who are not aware that the O.M.B.A. is
& Catholic Benefit rociety and nothing
else. '

*Q*

WEe publish, in this issue, a pelition
in favor of the Catholic minority of
Manitoba and the Canadian Notth West.
The document speaks for itself, and we
must say that it should have the hearty
approval, not only of all Romeun Qath-
olics, but also of the numerous fair-
minded non-Catholics of the Dominion,
A question of right should never be lock-
ed at theough the lens of bigotry. Aund
surely if ever there was a question of fair
play, of honest cquality, of legithmate
tight, it is the one that hascalled forth the
petition that we give our readers. In
snother issue we shall take ocoasion to
deal more extensively with this matter.

'l*-l-

A CIRCULAR has been .gent out from
tt.xa Mayor and citizens of Montreal, in |.
viting those to whom copies were ad-
drested to attend the solemn requism
Betvice that took place yesterday, in the
Chureh of Notre Dams, for the reposge of
the soul of the late Premier. Our friend
the Daily Witness seems to have taken
exception to the whole proceediugs. and
has been bold, and- indiscreet enough, to
charaoterizs it as “a singulatly audacious

80d dangerous. attempt at:
Sggression on that . religio

halyfor
adh

Some ghost of the disagreeable past must
still haunt the Witneas eanctum. Itis

& pity that so much high-sonnding

English should be lost upon a petty at-

tempt to awaken narrow prejudices. But
the malady has been so long and so deep-
seated in the Witness, that we cannot
expect to ses it perfectly cured in a few
months, But with time, a little more
education in Catholic dostrines and prac-
tices, acd & few more rays of that light
which is happily spreading over the

| world today, the Witness will come to

underatand that Cathbolicity does not
wish to condemn it to the alternative of
eternal happiness or eternal misery, it
offers it a chance even in the next world,
and that Catholicity does not seek toim-
pose upon it the obligation of pleasing
Christ by honoring His Mother. The
Church only invitea non Catholics, but
does not try to force them into sal-
vation,
l.-l

Tug Sacred Honrt Review bad an
editorial note ina recent iesue and we feel
that it deservea reproduction in every
Catholic paper in the world. It speaks
of the impious habit of some pious people
who make it & practice to steal the turns

Lfothere.at.confession. .-After condemn-

ing the mean trick in strong terms the
article runs thus:

“ Hayving examined his conscience and
aroused himself to & sorraw for hie eins,
little as well as great, he approaches the
tribunal of penance, to acknowledge
them and ask forgiveness. The base
ment is crowded, and men and wcmen
are there who have been waiting a long
and tiresome while, on their knees, for
their turn, They have their varieus
affairs to attend to; business, household
duties, perhaps the care of the sick to
whom they should hasten. Into this
patient and orderly group comes onr
friend, He takes a seat near the front,
and as soon as be hears the sound of the
little slide he i8 on his feet and at the
box, and cooly slips in ahead of a dczen
or (ven & hundred persons who have
every one of them aright to go in before
bim, This is a mean, unjust and con-
temptible thing to do. It is cowardly,
too, because the person who doee it
knows that people do not like to makea
row in such & place and 8o he reckons
upon getting off witkout any trouble,

ore than sall, it is stealing; simple,
plain stealing. He bhas a right to his
turn, in i3 proper order, and when he
goes in before that time he robs every
pereon who was there before bim. We
bave often beard persons wondering
whether such & man ever thinks to say
to the priest, ‘I have just stolen the
turn of all the people out there who were
here before me.’ We have gpoken here
of men. In fact girls and women are
guilty of this injustice as well ag men
and-boys.”

i.l'

Tar London Universe oalls altention

to the very amusing opinions of various

newapapers a8 to what Leo XI1IT. is about

‘todo in order to reconcile England to

the Ohurch of God. One gentleman—
of lively imagination—thinks that the

‘belief in Papal supremacy and in tran- |.
‘substantiation will be dispensed with in
the ‘aase’of all future converts to the
| Catholic. faith, . Probably-each &ect is
:{:under the impression’ that -Rome would.
‘ go.any-of her do'gmaa-‘.that:;’ts" :
did‘not telieh, for the pleasurs |

of having them in the bosom of the
Church. Seme people have very queer
ideas regarding Catholic doctrines.

’.‘I‘

THE position of President of the French
Republic is evidently anything but an
enviable one. When not forced to resign,
the President is sssassinated ; when not
assassinated he finds the prospects so dis-
couraging and the surroundivgs so con-
flicting, that his better couxse is a volun-
tary resignaiion. The Prees of England
and France seeros to be almost unan-
imous in condemnpiog ex President Cas-
imir-Perier's action ; if any one of these
editors were to be twenuvy-four hours in
that man’s place, how would he act ?
Some people sre very brave and stead-
fast—as long as they are out of danger's
range.

l*l

WELL done, Mr. Harvey | The Rev.
C. H. Harvey, of the Congo Baptist mis-
eion, writes from Matadi :—

“When the railway is completed it
will be 8 real disgrace if the Church of
Christ peglects any longer to enter the
scores of doors in Central Africa which
the Lord bas within the last ten years
placed wide open. No one denomination
is able able to coge with auch & vast
field, or rather undertake work in go
many vast fields. I should like to hear
of a number of good strong missionary
societies waking up to the opportunity
apd preprring to seize it. Meantime
the Jeauits are all alive to it and are
making their way in every direction.
Pray that this poor Africa may not be
lost through our sleepiness.”

So all denominations are invited to
take part in the conversion of the Congo
natives, but the Roman Catholic Charch
has no business there. Probably, Mr.
Harvey locke upon the Jesuits as he
does upon Mahomedans—a religions
element to be “undermined, checkmated
and civilized” by the Christian secta.
Poor man! He should go and belp Mr,
H. Grattan Guinnpess in the editorship
of “Regions Beyond.” Probably, our
friend, the Ottawa Free Press, may find
—if it strains its imagination—that the
True WiTNEss is in collusion with Mr,
Harvey against the introduction of
Jesuits into Africa.

.*l'

A MR, HENXRY GASTON claims to be a
civil engineer, a 8team engine driver, and
8 theologian ; he also pretends to have
unlimited knowledge regarding all sub-
jeots of Catholic teaching. 1t is not hard
to believe that he is & civil ¥ engineer,”
and not an uncivil one—for in thia
country engine drivers are wrongly
styled engineers; but it would be very
difficult for him to make any person be-
tieve that bhe is a theologian, either dog-
matic or moral. In fact heis too dog-
matic on questions he never studied, and
uot sufficiently moral on others that be
evidently studied too much. In hisun-
limited knowledge he tells us that
 Priests have been. given the right, by
Ohrist, to perform matrimony.”  Of
course they have the right and the power
a8 jwell, from Christ, to. unite man and
woman in’ the bounds: of .matrimony.

While M. Grston was ‘striving ‘to dis-

his suocess to prayeri:

cover some new argument againet ssosr-
dotul celibacy he hav stumbled upon the
truth concerviong the powers bestowed by
our Lord upon his anointed ; bat, in his
uulimited knowledge, he misunde-stands
everything,

**l-

A aoob MANY people turred over what
is called ** & new Ieaf * at the beginning
of this year., We trost that some of
them did not forget to carry forward the
small amounts due to the TRUE WiTNESS.
In fact the paying up of these little
sums would prevent all danger of their
being forgotten and would obviate the
necessity of blotting the clean cheet-of
1895 with such tiny but unornamental
specs.

*.I'

WE have becn asked to state whether
it is true or not that the now famous
and popular writer, Walter Lecky, con-
fided his first efforts to this prper. It is
true: in the columus of the Trug Wir-
NEss, in 1892, Walter Lecky began to
publish his admirable sketches, which
be since compiled in that most interest-
ing and instructive volume, * Green
Graves”! We may ovenstate that it was
with great reluotance that Walter Lecky
ventured out upon the ocean of liters-
ture, and coneequently we were the
more anxious to force him to publish
his productions. In his bumility he
could not see their merit; but the publio
soon found it out.

* *l

THE Daily Witness recently, in one of
its European notes, informed its readexs
that “ the miesion just olosed at Hyde
Park Hall, London, has been singularly
blessed ; quite & revival has broken
out. (Strange kind of epidemio!) One.
lady said, * eeven in one house have been
converted.” Lady Hope, Mra. Amanda
Smith, Mr. Charles Cook and others have
been preaching ; whilsigamblers, sceptics
Roman Catholies, etc., have been savinge«
ly converted.” Wae euppose the Roman
Catbolics are distinguished from the
gamblers, sceptics, etc., by capital letters,
because they sre considered the biggest
scoundrels and hardest cases of all. 8o
they do merit some distinotion after
‘such conversions,

*.*

THERE i8 & very pretty story told of
Sir John Thompson by the Catholio
Record. It appears that when Bir Jobn
was 10 make his firgt great speech in the
Houee of Commons, his opponent was
the eloquent Edward Blake. 8ir John
felt naturslly nervous as to the issue,
His first thought was to secure the
prayers of his eldest child, who was a
weekly communicant, but it was too
1ate to send a message to Halifax, He
resigned himself to prayer and waiting.
His spcech was & masterpiece and &
trinumpbsl reply to hin great opponent. -
Shortly afterwards bhe eceived a letter :
from his daughter, saying that having
accidentally learned of the important :
apeech he was to make, she had received
Holy Communion and prayed- for bis: :
success. That apeech wae:the :-begin- "
ning of the career that-ended:in:. death:
at Windsor Castle. He always attribu
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