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BROTHERHOODS OF OLERGY,

By the Rev. Oanon P, G. Medd, Rector of North
Oerney'

It is now universaly acknowledged that the
ordinary parochiai systen, valiablcand precicus
as it is for [lie regular pastoral care of average
parishes and settied congregations, is even at its
best weak on its imnssionary side. iln the rapidly
grow'ing populations, of whiclh we have now
anxious mid piiir'Jl e:pericnce, it is confessed to

bc iiadetquîate, at least as adrninistcred on the old
famliar lines. I nîeed onîly refer, if aithority'
beyond lie personal knowicdge and observatuon
of any one of us bc ncedud, to the report of the
select coînnittec cf tic H ouse of Lords of 1858,
on theu: deficiency ut' ihe means cf iivine worship

in populous districts, th report of tlie joint comn-

miittee of tlic Convocatioi of Canteitrbury of 1885,
on [lue spiritual needs of the masses of the people,
and te flc report of a similar commitice of thel
present ycar.

'ie parochi.al sy stel nceds, on the illissionary
side, suppl~iememiiting. Obiervc, I say, not sup-

pilanting, but supp'emnting. Th'le respjonsibility
Ir bis wi'tork is byiia nicans liiiiited, in its
Liiendous iiigency, [o the local eccleciasticail
alithoritics, îarichial or diocesan, but re:aily

touches the cciiecinjcc of the iiole Church and
nation. A nd lo nmeet it our parochi systel i
niist, by somîe guneral concerted action, bc
greaty ninbîrted and cxµmded.

Buit à lnt le reinforced by somnethbiig
ticroughiy consistent and liurmniiîois withi
itself ; lova, i woiuil vien say subordinate, to it ;
somicthiing vich''i sh;all strengLheit, nio wCaken,
ior superscde in ; which shall regard tlhe parisi

CIlurc as ils miiotlir, ils centre, anid its gaol.

Any fîcsh departure imuîst simpltly aiii at lifting
up1) [île souils it may giler iii froin [le iiitherto
liireachucd masses out of the condition in whiclu
tliey are t le su>jects of eleuientary cvaigeiissle
aibouîr, to due ligier condition oft folded sicp

iuIder LIc regliar paîstraL iininstrationis of the
Chuichi ancl, fuirtiier. if ieing tiemuisclves in
mnaniifi ways the h ai l uci neictded miii-
hdran tir ItbU siiig tIo tiosc whIo ias' stilI be in
thic Iiuached iclditioi in wlhi thl slvcsce
were l an v nei aguncies or mîe thods wlich
Ile Chiirci :lili hur rilers ma;y. uder a very'
pressing sense if stlcnm respoisiiity, btrociking
nu lore dclay, l giiuied Ito adopt, there lnîst
be--we are tillac sure there wil he--no an-
tagonisn, lt rivîlr wi l g- cir mi tiois, nor
tien aiiY very shl:rply inarked disuniieltois ; biut
rather a peli ft-t yiaritnwiiois and coitinuioiis,
io''h er consi'rle cuension midti
eiuu.nî, 1an thatboth of agencies and

.\s Ior tle subdivisions ut pîarislhes, Ilmt has
gole tir cintnighi, perhaps too far. Ratier we
ha c u oie to feeiu e wat stroniger centres and
stronger staffs, ;ii gieater uityî of aii and of
C eration. Mission ins ie wai int Im îlenty,
wiith suitablc services, sitple and elastic. i av'
cîtltîrîini in anv iuouit that is to har.d, pro-
vidd cnly tIhe laimeil lie of the righ t sort, actu-
ated bv the riglît notives, lovers. before ail
things, of Christ, Ilis peîOplîe, anid IHis Chunrcl.
All tis reailly goes w hulitoit svymg. We ha vi
becn say ng now aireadi a great deal too long.
1h'ie tinie has coie o rt-ally extensive and cer-

getie, yes - ldn Ice us lie alraid--cithusiastic
actionî.

M st of ail we want more ciergy. The Churcl
is undeimanned. How strange that once, in

53 our English Litany contained the need- Hand might point the conscience - to a setled
fui prayer, " That Thou vouchsafe to send us pastoral charge as now more suitable. Health,

plenty of faithful worknen mto Thy haîvest ; " strength, spirits, ail sorts of considerations may
and-si provision was made for the Church's fui- come in. Let them change. If need be, let
filment of our Lord's express comnmandIl "Pray them marry. Our English society, even outside

ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest that He our "rapidly growing populations," bas not yet
will send forth labourers into His harvest," IHow outgrown the need, far froni it, of the example
or why that petition dropped out we cannot now and influence i its midst of holy Christian
say. Ve need it sadly now. It is useless to talk hornes and high-toned family ife. Our parish-
of multip!icd and extended agericies if the right ioners, towi and country, would rise en masse
nien aie not forthcoming, whetiier for lay or against the idea of an exclusively or predomin-

clerical w'ork. They are our first need. We antly celibate clergy. They know what the

rnust niake it our business, as a Church, con- rector's or vicar's wife-we may say children toc,
stantly, earnestly, urgenîtly, Io ask God for tlen. daugiters especially-can bc to them, when they
We want no niediæval revivalists, no mere imi- are whiat they ought to bc, and may bc, and
tators of the outward features of the systems of often are. And they know what they would miss
bygone ages, whîatever good stclh systenis may if they lost them. But how would our average
have donc in tiir day, in times and under con- clerical life be enriched by the distribution
ditions which they su1ited, being their natural amongst us of men who, up to forty or more, had
growith. Wc muîîîst do, not what the best miien, borne the burdeîn and heat of the day among our
lhe most ievoted saints, the wisest and most far- masses ! How should we love and honour
secing originators did, in tieir day, but rather then Hon' wouîld our tone 'be enriched by
what they, with tLeir faith, their zeal, their self- thern to the great benefit of the whole Church !
sacrifice, their love of God and mani, wvoild do We need, then, no lifelong vows, whether of
w'ere they living now, in our time, facing our single life or of exclusive missionary work. My
problens. Their faitli, their zeai, their love, own deliberate and long-standing conviction is
tieir patient wi-domî, wc need it ail. St. B3ene- that such vows are either needless or dangerous
dict, St. Columîîba, St. Aidan, Si. Bernard, St. -needless so long as the conscience and will,
Francis, St. Philip Neri, St. Vincent de Paul, huiiibly watching God's leading for tle time
Bernard Gilpin, Whitlecd, J Wesley, Charles being, arc conîtent aqd happy, and the life useful,
Lowder, we nîeed theru ail ; anud aIl the gifts of in the special work to which, under His leading,

May ;odî in lis moercy grant then to Our it was giveni ; dangerous whien, fron whatever
Prayers, for IHis glorv's sake, for Ris Church's causes, the will becomîes averted fromî suclu spe-
sake, for our nation, for our empire. Never was cial life, or the conscience comes to feel, rightly
a call so louI, never a door offso gloriotis oppor- or wrongiy, after sufficient trial, that a nistake
tînities so open. God grant it be not said of tus bas been made, or that altered circuistances,
of tLhis age that wc kewu not the time of our inward or ou'tward, have made such special life
viitatioi. and work no longer possible. Vork done under

ta, supîpose ire find ilc Iluen, an îgdchse such changed conditions, and merely under the

whoni~~~~ ~ ~ Go al oHl,(;drÎ ovsii v comipulsionl of a vow, must soon becomne entirely
best uise thim ? Given men ready, for the love mechanical, and so not onily iseless, but mis-

ft estis and o? souls, to offer ten, firteen, oenty chievous. Therefore no lifelong vows---only
cflus of h c fir seoulgs , s ro gest li e tu Mission- suieh reasonable engagement as shlould ensure

ary work anong our " rapidly growing popiula- sufhcietnt conunuity and permanence, and guard
dnis" hcre in England, mueîîn Who, ptuttinîg off, any fron lighuy giving up while health remans.
do not say necessarily abandoning, the prospect Perhcaps the quirement of six months'notice,
of nuarriage and a settled hom a are rea otheBihop,beforewithdrawal,

etndure badness, as good soldiers of Jesus iiglt sufilciently secure continuity, and prevent
Clhiist," and to iwait, as many ain olicer in army retîrement fronm catuses which might be oIly

ndacl ts aî' lain n tn ati' temnporary. 'Ihese points settled, a well-orderedamit niavy, muaniy a college fel oî, tmaity in ouîr comniîit>' lite, ini conv'enient buildint's in theover-crowdecd professions, actially' have waited .C. b
and wait, for tliose special blessings, util iddle very nidst of the population they had to evan-
life, or past it, wiat shîall iwe do with thein ? gelise, would bc a great secuînity for 'both the
How shuall we organise tilenm and their vork, so happiiîess and the usefulness-two requisites
tha iay be both happy, blessei, and fruitfoi ? whtclu can never really be separated-of the

nissionary clergy. 'lThey should hold curates'
First, ask the distincti' to uiindertake for the licenes undti tie parish .priest, who, if himself

nuussioniintr> and evanigeistic side of Clhurch unmîîuîar ried, wuould bc their residenut head, butwork, real hsîmî g distineily what they are doing in, wIo should bLe the jimeiate director, in a
suchl untkitg, ccunting thie cst. Tat thcy case, of al lo arc îfork ing in lhis parish, subject
tutu>' biettr neaise this, take themîî two years onîly toi Ilîe Blisoiip. But vithin the walls of theon trial. 'Jhat wold sußicicintly test their fitnuess Mission-house the life should be [bat ofa reli-
hlir ork in this special sphere. Then, and not gios community, simple, frugal, self-denying,till then-say at fe-and twenty at thîe soînesut- withIout discomfort or artificial austerity, not
iet them' offer lîtemsekces to the continuance of without grace and refinîemîîent, and mîuuch socialsuch tork for, say', hvic, ten, on flfenyears nmore huappiness ; entirely withiout care and anxiety,
-ic., to abcuL forty years ofage. iî the expiry veryt'hing fouînd 'for then, except ir own
of eaci five Cars' period let icitem ci;stincuty, as pcrsonal books and cloihing-ali filhnciai mat-before God)(1 and w'ithi the advice of tilei .-g camthuînesud, amui ue uie c iecr supe- ters mnaiaged by a lay comittec vith the parishrions, both iieiîsdiate and dicecsan, face tle priest as chuairiani. Sipends would be needless,
iuesionu cf thcir se and useful coninutance in as in the Universities' African Mission, exceptsucli special work, and [lien tcrier il or nut as £,i a quaiter to caclh for pocket-mnoney. Areshouild seei conscientiously right The third there no welI'y Ilaymni vho, for the love of
liv yearse past there should be a ver>' God, will found and maintain such celgit
speeîd reconsiderati, othl l ihir own part Missionî-hoouses it our over-crowded larisies ?and that of their superiors. IL mîight be tle Cx- If the institution grew--and our Ivisdom would
penietnce gained hatuth mcreased t hir titness bc to nurse it froi suiall beginnings' under aa.d succnssant coîtttîeti[uir vocalicui. 'hey growimg experieice, and not to start vith an>inligh t lue supremnely haîppy in their blessed wo k. aimbitious, full-grown and hil e!abGod's inwvard drawing might pom tois otid ' Ilghy e!aorated
lui ce. W er dra yv g hop e it ouldt t e ls cob ti- sei ee.-then it should have som e one couni ry
Thale. c na'oeil«uidotnlcs.loîêadcu.r-or nmore than one, anc in cadiTe ripe visdomîu-thle sleady devotion of the diocese, if îecessary, in which each n hissiona,>
practisedI " fisher of iten," is as preciots and as. priest siotîld have two months, either continueus
needful (to say tle casu) as the zeal and eiihiî- or at separate periods, of rest and reirement i
stasi of the youunger ; and uvould bc always aci yéar, and whici should bc the fina refuge
spI ciatlly valuable. in, its exaniple and guidance, of thos, who, havinîg served the grandest of
to themn, as Ivel as in its effect and inîtluîence an causes while health and strength lastèd, were at
dthed. ut oit mightothlir senerY is length cmpelled finaly to retire, and were notdirected. Buot t nîight bc ctlierivisc. God's otherwjse provided for.


