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Special Notice.
SUBSCRIBERS IN ARREARS are respectfully

requested to-remit at their earliest conve-
nience. The LABEL gives the date of
piration.

CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBE.R.

NOv. lst-ALL SAITs' DAY.
'th-20th Sunday after Trinity.

" 14th-21st Sunday after Trinity.
21st-22nd Snnday after Trinity.

" 28th-lst Sunday in AnVENT.-Notice of
St. Andrew.

30th-ST. ANDREW, A. & M.

AD YENT 1886.

Repent ye: for the Xingdom of Heaven is at
band.
, Prepareye the way of theLord, make straight
in the desert a highway for our God.

Watch ye, for ye know not when the Master
of the House cometh, ut even, or at miduight,
or at the cock-cro'wing, or in the morning; lest
coming suddenly Ho fiud you sleeping.

REASONABLENESS AND EFFICACY
OF PRA YER.

If God does not grant overy prayer, it is be-
cause le knows what is good for na far too
well to do so. Were all the wishes for things
external to our spirits granted which even the
best of men from time to time conceive, what
wild work would it make of their lives and of
their usefulness How many prayers, too, are
offered up which could not be fulfilled in favor
of Some without injuring, perhaps destroying,
others How many prayers claeh with each
ôther1 Can God be expected to answer prayer
quite irrespective of benefit or mischief ; quite
regardless of the mutual interferences of the
requests preferred by different sets of mon;
quite neglectful of the advancement of His own
desigus for mankind at large ? Wheu Scrip.
ture represents the Deity as promising that He
will never disregard prayer, does it really
mean that the suprene governmont of the
world is to pase out of the bands of the Omnis-
oient and All-wise into the bands of beings
who are always more or lese ignorant and
often very foolish, though they may be very
well well meaning? "iPrayer moves the hand
that moves the world." But does it move it
mechanically ? Christian feeling, quite as much
as common seuse, muet answer-No I But this
don not mean that anything, no matter what
it be, is outside the ecope of prayer, as many
persons-I am sorry to say many divines even
-are now telling us? It is not that we have
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no right to pray for external blessinge, or what
we deem blessings. ý But it is that we muet
offer all our prayers for them with due submis-
sion to God's botter wisdom. "Not My will,
but Thine be done 1 " Thue prayed our Lord:
thus should aIl hie followers pray. Only one
prayer needs no such qualification: the prayer
for the Holy Spirit, which, in the Christian
doctrine, is the direct influence of the Deity on
tho Spirite He bas created, bestowing on them
the. highest wisdom, purifying them even as
He, the Fountain of Purity, is pure, and lead-
ing them up to Himseolf and to the possession
in Himeelf of that eternal life of which He ie
the source and fullness.

I 1am conscious that I have, in the set POr-
tion of my discourse, passed beyond the thesis
I had undortaken to argue in favor of-that
thesis simply being, that prayer ls iutriusically
reasonable on the supposition that there is a
Personal God, and that His character in respect
Of gooduess and trutbfulness is not inferior to
ours. It is very difficult for a Christian minis-
ter to sink for a time below the level of his
own belief, to argue on grounds common to
more Theists. Yet those grounds and the
arguments based on them are so strong tbat
they materially confirum the positive precepts
regarding prayer, which Scripture multiplies,
snd which no personage in Scripture enforces
with such energy as Christ. In one singular,
almost startling passage, He shrinks not from
coxupuring the God of Justice with au unue
judge, in order the more forcibly te exhibit the
absurdity of suppoeing that God will not reply
to prayer. It needs snob encouragement; for,
of ail Christian duties, whilst none is more
necessary, none is more difficult, than prayer.

The pompe and ceremonios of public wor-
sbip-I mean this in no unfriendly euse-the
concurrent hymu, the etupendous concert of
thousands of voices lifted up lu consonant bar-
mony or ln even more overpowering unison,
thc chant of the trained choristers, the majestic
swell of the eolemn organ as itrolls its vastness
of Sound through the long-drawn aisles and
fretted vaults of some huge cathedral, the Soli-
tary voice of the intoning priest which makes
the succeeding stillness only the more feit-all
this magnificence of worship, cos0ly though it
be, enormous as has been the laviehment of
wealth and genius requisite to establish and
maintain it, is yet only on the threshold; and
thousands are doubtless impressed by it who
yet never cross the threshold-never realize
the Unseen Presence that dwells lu the Holy
of Holies beyond it. But to feel that God is
actually there, that one is speaking to Him
just as one man speaks to another; that He
most absolutely and certainly hears everything
said to Him though He does not audibly reply
to the supplications put up, sometimes in voiee-
less agony-this, which is true prayer, and
which can be eveu botter transacted in the
solitude of the chamber, where no human oye
can sec and no human ear eau bear-this is in-
deed difficult. Yet, till thie has been once at-
tained, prayer has never been really put up at
ail.

I have been endeavoring te remove difficul-
ties which, if I may judge of others by myself,
sometimes paralyze the soul in the very act
and attempt to pray. To appeal to feeling in
deaiing with such difficulties-to treat them
with effusive rhetoric-is worse than useless,
for it is apt to be taken as a virtual confession
that on grounde of reason these difficulties are
insurmountable. I have therefore dealt with
them in what some of you may probably cou-
sider a coldly logical, an almost repellant man-
ner. For unless these difficulties are shown to
be really unreasonable and groundless-not
only contrary to feeling and affection, but cou-
trary to reason-they will come back again and
again, and " restrain prayer " more and more.
The most ardent faith must be ehown to be en-
tirely consistent with the coolest reason, if
faith is to overcome the world, and to mount
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up te Him whose Incarnate Son.is deolared by
the Apostle to be the very Word or Beason of
God. One word more, but that the crowning
word. The considerations I have adduced are
infinitely reinforced by our blessed Lord. He
came, above all things, to disclose auto us God.
"No man hath seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son, who is in the -bosom of the
Father, He bath declared Him." Ho has ou-
joined on us to pray : to pray always and not
to faint. He hath taught as how te pray.
" Whon ye pray, say, Our Fatber which art in
heaven." The Lord's Prayer s ae summary of
Christianity. Its opening words are a sum-
mary of the character of God. " Our Father."
If these two words do not bring us to the feet
of God in prayer, thon nothing can.-Bishop
Reichel (Wakefietd Church Congress Sermon).

HOLDING ON.

We lament and get discouraged if l our par-
ish " does not flourish just as we would like or
think it ought. Parishes are like individuals
in some thinge. Hopefulnese sud earnest, faith-
fui work, as a rule, advance thom as they do
the individual. It is just as much the duty of
the parish collectively to'be cheerfal and hope-
fui, to frown down aIl cries of feebleness and
siowness of advancement, as it is the duty of
the individual Chrietian.

Tho true way is to do the very best always,
and leave the resalts to God. Here and there,
all through the Church, are parishes and roc-
tors that need to consider just these things. In
many a place the Church of God, as there
manifested, is " a day of small thing," and one
great difficulty in the way of making it a day
of greater things is, that it ie not only " de-
spised " by those without, but by those within
the camp as well. The cry is : " We are such
a feeble folk, and there are so many who are
indifferent, if not opposed to us." All such
need to consider that, whatsoever their condi-
tion, they are set in their place for tho mani-
festation of the truth. It is the Holy Catholic
Church which God bas called th-m to repre-
sent, and the true, honest way is to prose faith-
fully on, although it be a struggle. The feel-
ing that prompted the exclamation of the
rat Apostle, "Woe is me if I preach not the

ospel," should be the animating influence of
every-baptized member of Christ's fold. The
faithful standing in the breach and contending,
even unto death if need be, is thé only manly
discharge of duty that is upon them.

It was not because of what he accomplished
that twenty.one hundred years have praised
the heathen Horatius, but because ho had the
courage to be faithfnl to the trust imposed upon
him, and a]l along the track of the ages the
world's greatest herees were men of just this
very stamp, who, whatever the odds against
them, have dared to do right. In worldly con-
cerne it map perbaps at times be best " to run
away;" but of parishes, no less than of iudivi-
dual Christians, are the words of our blessed
Lord true: "No one, having put his band to
the plongh and turning back, is worthy of the
Kingdom of God." It is true that sometimes
the work does eoem almost hopeless, but it le
God's work; and sooner or later the tide muet
come which, if the ship be ready, will carry it
out on its way to the desired baven. In all
such places, if we cannot have the active exer-
tion, we want more of that sublime patience of
the feeble folk by Bethesda's pool-the quiet
waiting for the angel to come down. They
need also to ponder such words as those of
thoir Master, intended for these very despond-
lng eues: "First the blade, thon the sr, after
that the full corn in the ear." There is more
real etrength than is generally supgosed in the
quiet determination to "hold on '--a doter-
minatioù that has, again and again, though


