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LOVE OF -THE JEWS FOR JERUSALEM.

Wita all this accumulated misery, with abl this
insult and scorn heaped upon the Israelite here,
more even than in any other country, why,.it will
be asked, does he not fly to- other and happier
Jands - -Why-dees heseek lo rest underthe sha-
dow of Jerusalem’s walls? Indepandent of that
natural love of country which exists amonz this
people, two objecta bring the Jewy to Jerusalem
—to study the Scriptures and the Talimud ; and
then to die, and have his benes laid with his fore-
fathers, in the valley of Jzhoshaphat, e van as the
hones of the patriarchs were carried up dat of
Faypt. - No matter what, or how far distant the
vountry where the Jew residey, he still lives up-
~ on:the hojid that e, wilf one duy jonmeyitiond
ward, No clipe can.chaage, no seasorl guanch
thatpatriatic ardour with which the Jew beholds
Jerusalem, even through the vista of ailong fu-
wirity.  On his approach to the, city, while yet
within a day’s journey, he puts on his best appa-
rel ; and when the first view of it bursts upex his
sight, he rends_bis garments, falls down to weey
and pray overthe lonz-songht eliject of his pilgri-
mage, and with dustsprinkled on his head, he
enters the city of his foretathers. - No child ever
returned home- after long,abstnce with more
yearnings of alfection; no proyd baron ever he-
held his ancestral towers and lordly balls, when
they had become. another’s, witl\,greater sorrow
than the poor Jew when he first beholds.Jernsa~
lem. This, at leasi, is patriotism.

.+t is curious,?? says the Jearncd audhor fiom
whom 1 have already queted,. < after surveying
this-almost {otal desertion of Palestine;, to. read
the indication of foud attackment toids very air
and soil, scattered shout in the Jewish writings ;
stll it is said, dhas man is estcemed most blessed.
who after his death.shall reach the laud of Pales-
tine, and be-buricd there ; ar even.shall have his
ashes sprinkl"ed by a handful of itssacred dust.
¢ The air qf the Jand of Larael’ says one,. ¢ makes
a man wise;” agother writes, ¢ he who walks four
cubics in the land of lerael is sure of being a
son of life to come.” ¢The Pl;e_g.t,»vise men are
wont. ta kiss the horders of the Holy Land, to
emhrace ils ruins, and roll themgelves in its dust.?
¢ The sins of all those are forgivea who inhabit
the land of Tsrael.> He who.is baried there is
reconciled with God; as though he were buried
under the altar. The dead baried in .the land of
(4naan first came to life jn.the days. of the. Mes-
siah.?? It is worthy of remark, as stated by San-
dys, thal so strong is the desire.this singular peo-
ple have always- manifested for being buried
within these sacred limils, thatin the seventeenth

BENEVOLENCE OF TH& FIRST CIIRIS-
. . TIANS. ’
Ir Christianity has its essence in benevolence,
it is to be expected that benevolent action wil}
be a very prominent characteristic of all true
Christians ; and it is fairto estimate the amount
oftrue religion in a church, much in propor-
tion 4o the spirit af self-secrificing benevolence
manifested by them. There was no pasticu-
tarin which the piety of the primitive church
had a more advantageons manmfestation, than
in that of its benevolence. In the depariment
of religious benevalence it iv enough to say of
them, that they sustained the publication of]
the Gospel over almost the whole. known
world. And the history of their benevolence
in secular departments, tells much to their
honor, : ' el

As to the duty of providing for the poor,
their benevolence, was without a  parallel.
The whole community of believers assumed
the work of providing for the posr of the
‘church, vather as a privilege than a burden.
‘The daties of the Sabbath. were-byought to a
¢lose by ﬂﬁmﬁol‘ﬁ. to, _the;gbbi-; - Regular. lists
ol ihoss vehe neededouck apontiomimranahapt
and(’,‘hﬁ?ﬁan‘:‘:fg%‘ with eaeh: owtl‘:gr e 'lh?ll"'
zeal and enthusias in supplying their wants.
Each one brought under public notice the
‘tase of .any nccessitous individuals known
to them—which cases were met by- funds
‘of the chinrelr, supplied . by regular contnbu-
tions. | - ' .

"Bt their charilies were not confined to the
;public channels of the church—individual re-
sponsibility was not merged in associated. ac-
tien. It was regarded usa-sacred duty, to vi«
sit the sick and- the poor, This office more
especially. devolwed onthie fémale members of.
the: churche . The-time which could be spared
fromthe prior claims of:their households, the
pious =aatrons devoted to these errands of
merey, is listening to the widow’s tale of wo,
and cheering the hauts of poverty. . In those
days there were no hospitals for the sick 5 and
the want of such institutions was supplied, in
a meaasure, by the personal attentions.of Chris-
tians, The sick, both of the chureh and of
pagang, and tho infants which hard-hearted
pagan mothers had.thrown out to die, were ob-
jects of ihe teader wfempies of Christian wo~
men.. . These, moving, amid the camforts of
domestic life,.and some of them ladies’of - the
lighest rank, scrupled not to undertake the
moit menial offices for the  poor and the slck/
—such as acling as nuises, administering me-
dicine, dressing ulcers, exposing themselvas
to contagia, and preparing the dead for- ba-
rial. Their labor 2nd theic purse were freely:
devotcd to;the wmost exhausting-and dengerou,
services, boti®as physicians and nurees, and
ambassadors.of a :God of merey. In some

century Iarﬁe quantities of theif bones were year-.
ly seut thither from:all parts of thé world, for the

tliny 0¥ places where the victims of diseasc

.-
T

Those suffering persecutions being at that
time numerous, nade large demands ou the
charities of the church ; and most cheertulic
was the demand met.  Christinns fiocked o
the prisons when any of their nnmber were
incarcerated—patiently bearing the insults of
guards and jailers—using every means of con-
eilfation and persuasion, to procure the relcase
of the persecuted. Aund when admitted to the'
prisons, tliey performed cvery office of kind-
ness for the imprisoned. And when the per-
secited were sent, like slaves, to labor in’
mincs, the benevolence.of Christians follow-’
ed them. Some undertook toilsome journeys,
encountering every peril, to administer conso-
lation to the afflicted. In one case a party set,
out for Egypt, to visit their brethren in the
mings of Cilicia. ¥When they came to Cesa-~
rea, and their purpose wos known, some of
them were arrested and cruvelly mutilated,
and oshess shared a svorse fate.  But no dan-
ger deterred these people from works of
. This Jove-for the, souls of men was, in some
good proportion; alike ‘daring and self-sacrifi-
.cing, " To preach the Gospel then, was a work
of. more danarp and ,,,:;;r:.:(,‘»..:..g-;nunf)t [T

o] Aol the! worl'of proindling the salvation-of

men, was ‘not - confined to preachers of the
Gospel. Mary in private life, spent every
thing beside what was needful for their own
support, in supplying the destitute with co«
pies of the Seriptutes.  Some without proper-
ty, underswent the most panful privations and
services, to cammunicate the mcans of salva-
tion. Opchaaold himeelf as a slave into
the-family ofa heathen, perforning: the wost
semile offices, il order-to-become the means
of converting thé family ; and having secured
this object, - he received his liberty as his re-
ward. And a second time he sold himself as
a slave, now to the Governor of Sparta, and
there Continued to perform a slave’s task for
two years, when he was again successful, ang
was treated no longer as n glave.

Such was the benevolenee of early  Chris-
tians. And, though the changes of times, cus-
toms and- institotiohd may Lave n:ade a charge
in, the modes of ex&reising Lenevalence, yet
what is wanted more than any thing elze by
thg Church ot the preséit day, is'the veturn of
the same spirit of benevolence. ¥ i3 (o
wuoch forgotten that Christianity, havilg: its
foundation in the great vaceifiee of Christ, re-
requires of the, fu]lowers of Ctirist something
of tiie samic #piiit af selfpaerifice for the good
of others. Itis farggtien that no man liveth to
Bimself, . Ap slleBervading vpirit of selfishness
iy ehilliag:tha fofftains of piety, curtailing the
Lmeans of dhreatling the Goapel, counteracting
Fand orippling the energies of the ministry, and
distancing tje day when the ransomed world
13 to be brought to the feet of Christ—N. E, |
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