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tice whs administered nor mercy extended, and the two prime
‘attributes ot Royally were trampled under foot

But, my lord, to the present subject. Your lordship can not
but be aware, that two men, (Schuyler and Lambert,) were a
short time-since at Montreal, justly found gwity by an impar-
tia) jury, and condembed to suffer death for therr cximes ; and,
if T mistake not, both these men have often violated the laws
of the country, and are old offenders. When the awful seo-
tence of death was passing upon them, the judge seriously and
impressively warped them to make good use of their time, for
that he could give them no expectation but that they would
most certainly cuffer the sentence of the law.  As it is usually,
and 1 believe, generally, the case for condemned eriminals 1o pe-
tition Bis Exccllency the governor, for an exteosion of the
Royal mercy, each alledging whatever circumstances he can in
exfeouation of his guilt, or for the awakening of commisera-
tion, so1t was done in this case, Lut no answers being received,
all hopes of pardon were of comse extinguxhed; and it be-
came high time for the unfortunate men to consider therr end
as fast approaching ; even thor ceffins were prepared and sent
iuto the gaol; even the gallows was erecled ; and every thing
indicated that your Jordship had signed their fate. Thecrowd
had assembled to  witness their execution; apd thinking wen,
perhaps justly anticipated, that by some proper examples of
severity, he frequency of crime would be diminished, and our
lives and properties tendercd more secure than the experience
of this wintet has proved thry arc. It wasat 1his junclure
that, mest unexpectedly,the sheriff came to the criminals ward,
and gave them to understand, that he could pot execute them
that day, as ke had not recaved @ warrant signed by your lord-
ship's hand but merely one signed by your lordship’s scerela-
7y! which he could pot consider as a document sufficient fo
act upon.® Could avy transaction be marked with more Jevity,

*The judgement, as well as the humanily, of the sheriff of
Monircal, n this mslance can nct he too kaghly applanded.—
Well and truly did he consider that, as nothing less than the
fang’s sign manval m England, (orwhere distance requeres i,
that of ks gudges, spearally commissiened) can authorse the
exccution ¢f any crimumal, and thet cren a séerelary of slate
can not gre any such order ; so mosi_certamnly the secrelory
of a provincial governor could not legally sign any warrant of
exccuiron ; and there is no doubt that the secretary whe did so,
151 law, guwlty of a hagh amsdomcanour, nearly verging up-
entreason. Hut, sy lord Dalliousie, pernit me, mamy ona
persen, to add, that, math the uinost benevolence tonards man-
fond in your soul, the good of the people you govern at your
heart, and wath all he best feclings and quahtucs of the noble.



