wovision, That wounld bo well, provided thoy did
-one other thing meanwhile, viz , declare thomselves
freo from all human dogmas of the past. Dr.
Paxton and others like him ovidontly feel them-
sclves in a falso position while the church holds
over them a croed that they cannot preach, Brave
and free men ave not casily ruled by tho dead
hand of a past age. Our fathors might mako
jackots for thomselves, but not for ns, A pro-
gressivo humanity will not bo ruled entirely fiom
the grave. The mistake that former generations
made was in formulating their opinions, and hand.
ing them down to us as nowwssary legacies. It
is to be persumed that we have tho liberty of
rofusing an unwelcome inheritance. If any past
system cramps any present age lot it be revised
out of existence,

What is the creed that does not need rovising?
Simple truth needs no revision. Divine truth js
like thie multiplication table; to reviso it would spoil
it. Human systems aro always partial, unfinished,
or wrongly finished, fragmontary or overdone;
they need constant reshapemeont, That Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour of men, is a
simple siatement of fact ; it is the oxpression of a
divine truth; it is the creed of the apostles, and
of all the early Christians ; on that truth, as on a
rock, Jesus founded His church ; on that truth ho
promised: that it should stand forever. That truth
needs no revision, Poter said to Jesus, *‘ Thou
hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the
living God.” That was the unly articlo in the creed
of tho apostles. That was the true apostles’ creed.
One truth! One statement of the ono truth! It
is the simplest, soundest, sublimest crced over pre-
sented to the human mind. TRecently it was
proposed from a popular pulpit a creod in throe
articles: lat. God 80 love the world that He gaved
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
2nd. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into tho world
to save sinners, even the chief. 3rd. Worthy is
the lamb that was slain to recoive blessing and
riches and honor and glory and power, world with-
out end, amen. Surely that is good, and we all
agree to it, but it is only stating in other forms this,
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that
he ‘is therefore the Saviour of men. It is Mr.
Talmage who proposes the above creed in three
articles, and I must quote to you a paragraph in
this connection from one of his recont sermons.
Since he preaches through the papers to so large a
portion of the religious world such utterances can’
hardly fail of greatinfluence. ¢ You go to tinker.
ing up your old creeds, and patching and splicing
and interlining and annexing aod substracting and
adding and explaining, and you will lose time
and make yourself a target for carth and hell to
shoot at. Lot us have creeds not fashioned out of
human ingenuities,but out of scriptural phraseology,
and all the guns of bombardment, blaziug from all
-the port-holes of infidelity and perdition, will not in
a thousand years knock off from the church of God
a splinter as big as a cambric needlo.”

It may be taken as a religious axiom, all Christ-
ians can unite in Christ. It is every day-becoming
cloarer that they can unite no otherwise than in
Christ. The sky is clesring; the sun begins to
shine ; we behold its light, and there ars no stars.
The creeds may do wheroe Christ is nat. They may
‘even ba like stars that guide the wise on thuir way
to the Christ. But when He is found the wiso will
worship Him, whether in Bothlehem’s manper, of
on the cross; or in the resurrection, the wise will
worship Him, nv longer bowingat any othershrine,

The croed creating age has gone. The creed
revising age is at hand. The physician is called,
even when there is a sickneas unto Qeath. But no
hand cap stay the life that is doomed. The creed-
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what to do with them.

yosterday, today, and forever,

oxchanged for o personal guide and Saviour,

of the Apostlo John covers the whole ground.
Tonnyson felt the force of this when ho said:

¢ And 80 the Word had breath, and wrought
With human hands the creed of creeds
In lovehiness of porfest deeds,
Moro strong thau all poetic thought,
Which ho may read that binds the sheaf,
Or builds the house, or digs the grave.”

Wo do well to apply tho truth already revealed,

revise the creeds as proposed is practically to dis-
card them as onco formulated, and that is virtually
to say that they might us woll nover have been.
Meanwhile Christ ondures, and those who work for
Hiwm do not labor in vain, The coming great mon
in the church are not the ones who can formulate

Christian mon and women into great, well organ-
ized, working bodies.
honored because he had the tact to set some thou-

books. Mr. Clark is widely known and loved be-
cugse he suggestod the plan for & great organized
movement among young Christians, Josiah Strong

who unlike the present-day boys and girls,
were brought up in the schools of the creeds; if he

to that of Luther. We bless the man, and we think
God blesses him too, whatever his theology may be,
who like;Dr, Guinness has sent seven hundred young
men into pagan lands to preach Christ. Hard
Christianity. ‘¢ Come ye blessed of my Father, I
was huugry and you gave meat; I was naked and
you clothed me ; I was sick and you visited mo; 1
was in prison and you came unto me,” that is
Christ's test of the orthodox at the judgment throne,
Loyalty to Christ, that is the Christian's creed;
work for the world in Christ’s name, that is the
Chiristian’s business ; the man who thus labors in
loyalty to Christ is orthodox enough to appear be-

asked of auy man whother he was a Sublapsarian,
or & Supra-lapsarian ; whether he was a Trinitarian,

Genevensis,

fession,

fession, or catechism.

Lamb forever and ever, amen.”

burying age will como~ hastily, lot us hope. Croeds
are boing revised because they ave on hand, and
aro outworn, and their owners do not know exaotly
Christ on the other hand
has risen from the dead, aad Fo lives, tho same
In him law is trans-
formed into love ; precept becomes example; canons
take the form of character, and ubstract decrees are
He is
the Word made flesh. and that marvelous metaphor

especially since so many hundreds of years have
been spent ir showing that we cannot either safely
or successfully go beyond what is revealed. To

dogmas, but those who can marshall the hosts of
Bishop Viucent is widely:

sands of people all over the land to reading good:

has a harder task in arganizing older Christians,

succeeds he will deserve an immortality not second

practical work for Christ is tho best test of orthodox

fore the great white throne, and there is no need
either iu time or eternity for any higher degreo of
rectitudé. On that day, we imagine, it will not bo

or a Pelagian, or a Setai-pelagian ; whether be held
by the Papal, or the Arminian anthropology
whether he adhered to the Soteriology of Ansehn,
or of Abelaird, or of Bernard, or of Bonaventura,
or of St. Thomas Aquinas, or of Duns Scotus}
whether he was faithful to the Augsbury confession,
or the Confessio Tetripolitana, or the First Belvetic
confession, or the Sccond Helvetic confession,
or the Consensus Tigurinus, or the Consensus

or the -Heidleberg Catechism, ot
she Confessio Belgica, or the Confessio Gallicana,
or the Confeasio Scoticana. or the.Canons of Dort,
or the Westminster Confession, or the Savoy Con-
or the Cambridge Platform. or the
Saybrook Platform, or any other platform, con-
But before that throno it
will be asked, O yo virgins, did your lamps burn
cloar through the night? Ye stawards of my talents,
have you made the two into four, and the five in-
to ten? O you of muy earthly fold, did you visit:
-the sick, and help the pvor and needy? Yo vines
and trees of my earthly garden, where is your
fruit? Then will the faithful ones all join in say-
ing * Blessing, and Monor, and glory, and power’
be unto Him that sitteth on-the ‘throne,’and-to the’

A PLEA FOR LIBERALITY.

By the foolishness of proaching God will savo
those who boliove. Paul’s chargo to Limothy be-
fore God und the Lord Josus was ‘¢ Preach the
Word.” If the world is ever brought to Christ
it will be because the Word has been preached.
The necessary cloment of preaching is consecration,
when gives eloguenco te the tonguo and:success to
lobor. -Consecration is to the preacher what the sonl
is to the body.  Preaching requires whole-souled
earnest effort, and is the sheaf bofore which all others
bow. Devotion to tho work of the.gospel means
divorce from the world, and an antagonism to all
things carthly.  All other things heing equal, the
true man cannot fail to ensure succoss, But, sad to
say, all thinge are not-equal: Many a noblowsoul
is driven by tho prossure of limited circumstances
to divide his time betweon things secular.and reli-
gious, This is-sometines absolutely'necessary for
the man; but wliat shall we say .to-those who aro
at ease in Zion? This is s case of *‘ man's inhu-
manity to man,” The Master's'work dies while
worldly things thrive on the offering of the Liord’s
people. Unfaithful stowards! Spiritual. ontiaws !
Dofaultors from the Bank of Heaven! The cry of
the world is, ** How many loaves have yo?” And
in the battle for bread each strives to toll the:other
¢ T have more than yo all.”” In this struggle men
think-thomsblves liberal and the church rich-if it
got thé crumbs,  We give God the:husks which we
would not have,-and expect such an investmont to
bring in return a golden-crown. Wo give the
preacher nothing to extravagance, and the prayer
of many is, ** Lord, keep our-preacher humble and
we will do our best to keep him poor.” Of course
the preacher must nover say a word about money.
If he ever. gots bold euough, he-is-promptly told
that that will never do, or that tha world will think
he is after tho loaves and fishes. In this way many
a godly man is chained betweon the skeletons —
Ignorance and Want, But to show the.fallacy of
such proceedings wo need but ask, ‘*Is-begging a
virtue 1 Will poverty add to the happiness of one
human soul? Will starvation bs-the watchword for
admittance through the pearly gates ? Does the law
of Christian benevolence teach that because auother
secks your happiness you are bound to destray his
manhood by making him.an object of -charity 1"
Does any converted man? does auy :Christian
woman require .any-argument to prove .that self-
denial is a virtue? But remember that sel{-denial
-exorcised to the neglect of every.othor virtue tor-
tures the soul and aker tears instead. of Wmiles,
groans instead of songs. By.the penuriousnessof the
many the few are driven to the woes of want. Why
need it ever be said that becanse an able man could
not live on unfulfilled promises he was forced from
the church to the world, from the pulpit. to the
plough ? There are times when. .the promises of
mon become curacs to fill ‘the life withsadness and
gloom. This is one of the times — perpetual pro-
mises and a continual effort to -avoid theirdfulfil-
ment. A man that-labors six days through the
weck and spends his strength for.bread ismot.fully
‘qualified to spenk with power:on tho Lord’s-day.
Vitality is exhausted, energy ompletely'worn out.
It is honorablo to toil, buts.it honorable toisay:of
any church-capable of supporting.a preacher, -that
-because of theirlack of Christian-liberality :he ‘was
almost reduced to starvation—was forced -as a last
resort to-abandon the pulpit for the world;, and
bring the odium of binkruptey upon -the church.
P'o divide‘the tinie of the ;preacher between farm-
ing and preaching -is to reduce powor:to weakoess,
rand hexlthy-effort to wasting disease, (Fhere:is.as
‘much differenco-between:the .man of .one-aim and
.the:man of many:as.therd.is:between the.wave'that
-breaks in'mid-ocean and:tthe .onethat bréaks.with
“trediendous 'forse upon the.beach. - Itais<the-con-
| céntrated:atendy effortithat tells, It-isitheirresist-




