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The Ethical Aspects of the Pharmacy of
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Undier the prospect of a new edition of

the " British Pharmacopoeia," the profes.
sional mind is ai present being directed
to pharnacy. There are somte aspects
of the subject whicil, although connected
only indirectly with the lharnaeopeia,
are yet well worthy of consideration.
Recent developneîîts are tending not
only to modify the nethods of prescriL-
ing, but also to affect the ethical relations
of medical mens b the pharmaceutical
world.

Pliarmacy, thougli now regulated by a
distinct corporatio.i, with ils own organiz
ation, protected by acts of parliament. is
stiUl a branch of the healing art. Hone
rule has been granted, and not indepen-
dence. Betwcen prescriber and dispenser
there is a mutual dependence and mutual
obligations over which an ethical, if not
legisiative, power should preside.

Thougli now distinct froni medicine as
a profession, pharmacy has developed a
professional status for itself, safeguarded
by examinations that demand considera-
ble scientific education and practical train-
ing. This position, however, requires
strengthening and purification. As a
profession pharmacy lias, in ils business
relations, to contend witli gross influences,
whîich, for the sake of gain, are engendet-
ing practices inconsistent with ail profes.
sional character. A keen conimercial and
speculative spirit is becomaing rampant ;
it threatens to degrade pharmacy, and is
affecting scriously the interests of those
who are devoting themselves to the work
in a proper professional spirit.

»rte enterprise shown of late by phar-
inaceutical chemists is to be commended
so long as its aim is the iiprovement of
pharnacy by scientific and professional
means. When, however, it be:comes as-
sociated witl the craving for gain, and en-
deavors to satisfy it by hIe introduction
of novelties iliat are turned into proprie-
tary interests, when it is promoted by self-
laudation and misleading statements ini
persistent and obtrusive advertisenients,
then the professional spirit is crushed.
Usder such circunstances it behooves
medical men to be on guard, lest they are
cnticed into abetting actions that are op
pmosed to the treasured principles and tra.
ditions of their profession.

One iîarked feature of the prescnt day
is the invasion by wholesale houses of the
province of the dispcnsing chemists.
Machinery is displacing hand labor,
wholesale manufacture the home-niade
article. Fron the wholesmle mnanufac-
turer the druggist must obtain much of
his stock niaterial;, and on bis kniowledge,
experience, and character wC must Tcly for
the selection as to quality ; but, in dis.
pensing, the preference should always be
given to the freshly home-made article
over the factory compounds turned out in
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hundreds of gross,and that mnay he months
and years old before they are used. li
the movenient the spirit of personal ag.
g"railizemicit can he readily detected. By
a amere coating of varnish, or the lise of a
registered name, il is tu:i-ing evei the
forlimuke of the Phi arîmacoapSia .nto pro.
prietary preparations. If wc prescribe for
a patiemnt any of tle pils of the llratibsh
llariacopone , or uf a well-knowi for-
mua, have we any right, is it beconunîng,
that wu should require that hliey be those
of one particular mîaker? Yet this is
what the wholsale hoses ask us to do,
and is (one by nany practitioners.
WVould it not be more reasoiable to re-
quire that lie ingredienîts lie those of cer-
tain imakers tlhan that the desire(d pcur-
liarity should consist solely in the exci-
pient or tht. coating of the pIll ? Chemists
are now often comlpelled 10 keep In stock
sone lialf-dozen iakes ofan article whicl
tieythîemselveseould freshlyanid asskfilully
comnpouînd-all tu suit varyng wlnis and
bring grist to particular mîîills. There are
many remedies where it iay lie desirable
to nanie the maker preferred, but then
only as a recanniiendation. Thes. are
the proper factory or laboratory prepara.
lions demanding special skill and facili-
tics; but when the prescription is of the
nature of a pill, a syrup, or a iiaxture tliat,
the formula being known, can be con-
pounded by any qualified druggist, il is
unbecoming tu restnrct the dispensig mn
any way.

Ii the present day the art of conbiiing
reniedies and of prescription writmg is
inperfectly acquired and lttle studied.
Ignorance is the fruitul soil of gnllibility ;
hence the large trop of non-official co.mî-
pounds of reniedies, combined in unre-
vealed proportions and by secret pro-
cesses.

The objectionable character of pro-
prietary articles is nlot reiovcd by a
professed publication of the formula.
Aiy value they, possess must cither lie a
secret, or, if thie claini be skill and facili-
ties in compouiding, in most cases il is
unsupported by suclh intrinsic value as to
menrit " exclusive dealing."

The Pharmacopicia Conimîittee will
have soie difficulty ina preparing tIe new
edition. Can it be expected to k-cep pace
with the " new phariacy," with ils taib.
tets, tabloids, tabelte, cachets, capsules,
jelloids, hypodernis, perles, parvules, pala-
tinoids, hipalatinoids, and soloids? There
is good ini the "new pliariacy," but tits
fresh developmnenît is showing a redun-
dancy ofaçtion, and is invaded hy and
proving to be a favorable imediun for the
cultivation of the gertis of pure personîal
aggrandizenent. There are many in-
stances wherc the capsule or the tabloid
is a wcll.adapted forimi for the administra-
tion of a renedy, bmiu tlere is a danger,
under the conttinuous pressure of puifs
and saniples, of the systen bcing carried
too far. The disciples of the " new phar.
macy " are shouting " Eureka !" and are
discarding draught and mixture.

An important question, howcver, has

beei iaised, whethlier iany drugs ul at
as efficiently wlhenr given mii the dry and
concentrated as in hie fluid form, especi-
ally wlien freshly prepared. It imay be
diflicult to prove the point as regards
many miedicines, but the special fori n
whicli a renedy is aduiinistered us not
unmmiportant. It is known ihat the i.
fusion of digat.tls i aIt tionmes bort. set 1Le
alle tian thse tincture ; caffemtie does naot
gave thie saine resuilts as freshly prepared
coffee , and nu one surcly wouild prefer a
tea tabloid to a cup of that heverage.
For coinveniieice's sake, or tu inake the
dose more palatable, we are to duscard as
of no unîportance tle conethive and the
adjuvant Im our prescriptions.

Anotiier imarked feature of the pharima-
ceutical world of to-day as the extensive
use of advertiseients. In business this
custom as legitiiate and beneficial to tlhe
public, so long as il as conducted Imi a
fair, truthful, and busmiess like imanner.
But il is reprehensble and unllbecommiuîg
wlen it assumes tlhe aggrcssive fori
agaiist rivais, and iakes use of unwar-
ranted statements dressed uip it quasi.
scientific garb, the truth that us haIlf un-
truth--all calculated, if noit itended, to
deceive lie publie. It is to be regretted
tliat phargmaceutical chciists are degen-
erating i thet style of their advertise.
iients.

The evil effect of the keer -commercial
spleCulauion can lie readily traceta it hIe
changes which Ile advertising mania is
producing in infant and invalid feeding.
Articles sucli as conîdeised mik, nfants'
food, essences and extracts of nat, ail
useful in their proper place, have beens
seized uion and made to serve the pur.
poses of tIhe imsatiable grced of gam.
Their proper use docs not create suiificienît
denand to mcet lie excessive production
ansing ont of the large sims invested mis
heir manufa.ure. lence thai dem.and

amust be artifically mssereased. The specu.
lative spmirit conjures witlh the latest scien.
tific terns and ideas, st seeks favor by
fallacious quotations of chenical analysis
and physiological expe.ment, and inakes
unwarranted assertions as ta medical ex-
perience and opiions. Malt lias " cotme
as a boot and a blessing," not to blabes
alone, but to speculators too. Of tle
mîîakiig of meat extracts lure is .10 endi.
The fresh imlk of tle cow is discredited
in every way. Il miust be stcrilized, pep.
toiized. " huiiîîanircd," before it is fit for
use. Fresimy.pîrcpared homiîe.mnade articles
are uiscless; invalids should he fed on
factory prepared lîmeats and Iept<ones,
months and years old ; and are naot mcd:-
cal men ail the country over aidng mgi te
production of the artificial deiand ieces-
sary to earn diodcnds to the joint stock
conpamîtes limited, acceptmng cheiimical
anxalysis as a test o digesility, and
thoroughly trustng mn the perianiency of
the artificially.peptonized state of foods,
and the nutritive quality of desiccated aid
pulvcrizel albumin and fibrin ?

It is evident thai there is nmchs in the
eidcal aspects of tIme phiarimac:y o! tu day


