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iembers of the trust, who clainied thlat
the fisiermiiei, althoigh professedly so ttn-
tigoniistic to the trust, vere nevertheless
ioidiig o1, to sec what ollers the trust's
a(gent wou.1 imiake wien he got well
enougli to be about in the interests of that
concern. Now, however, it is generally
coniceded that, tie indCpenldment firmi in
question lims made the purciases clait.
ed by it, or at aiy :ate a large proportion
of themi, and it, is a fact beyond dispute
tlii they have tLie imontey already plaerd
at Key West for (Ie puiposo of buvinlg
the cntire crop, and if the independent,
company Ido not succeed in getting it all,
it will be througl no tault of their owl.,
for Lu ise a colloquial expression, tlhey aire

"Iustiinig " in the mîîost approled mai-
tcr-. Tiey mean to calpitire the whole
catch, and there seems.t little doubt of
their ability of doing so, espceially as the
trust is greatly >adcapped by the ill
niess of its agent at Key West. Know-

inmg the swomn alntipathy of tie fisiermuein
for thie trust, it mmay not be apparent at
irst sight how greatly it a disadvaitage

the latter are oit amccount of the illness of
tieir agent, wlo they claim mt miglit liave
beei able to macke soute deIal witlh the
fishermten aitd lie not beel confinmed Lo his
m.ooim.

Naturally one first womnders wiat eflect
the action of the inidepenldent cencern wvill

have upon the spoige trade genierally.
The frieinds of the formel are inicliiied tu
think that the trust, will now lind itself ini
a rather embiarassing poition, so far as

:Florida goods aie concernied. On the
otiter Iatd the iîemlber's of the comîbinae
tion declare that Lhey arme in a position Lu
look after their own interests to their en.
tire satisfaction. lBesides tie itundted
and fifteeln vessels ownled by the SpoInge
Gatierers' Protective Associatioi, it will

be remembered that there were sixteen
sent out ia the interests of the musi, and

as these vessels, it is claiim'd, aie larger
than those of the opposiig fleet, aid mitait-
ned by better fisiermen, they estitumate
that tiey iave secu red about, a quarter of
the wiole cateh. This, with what stock
the trust holds ii New Yorc, will, they
claimi be suilicieit to enable the combina-
tion to carry on the war. Disinterested
parties, lowever, claim Liat tieindepend-
ent company imtst have at least two utr
three Lines as mulichl of Lie better grades
int stock as tLhe trust, antd wili conseq1Iuenit-
ly have the combination at a great disad-
vanti.ge for a few montils or until the
iext catcl comes in.

The prices pa.idi the viiermn we
abouît fifteen per £ent. Iigher thai those
paid last year, aid this will inevitably
meat ait advance over the price et pre-

. sent rulling in the lucal market., uniiless a
lively cuttiniig of prices oni he part of the
trust should -siste. But Lie meagerness
of tie cotîmbination's stock renders titis
course improbable.

There is also another important phase
whicit is likely to develope and whicl
should be nost carefutilly guarded against,
especially by out of town buyers. We
refer to Lite substitution of inferior kinds

of spomges for Florida sleiep's wool, wiieh itmdeed, we weio told tut net enoigi raisi
trickery is likely to be practiced by un- imd fauhem Lu lissist ili te germititn of
principied dealers ont accouint of the scar- Lie seed, but Lite deticiency appemrs Lu
city of tie genuine article. Tiis dastard- have beet mmiy iepaired beforo Lie close
ly piece of rouigery iris beln frequtettly o! te raity seasoi ai Lim end o! April.
practised ii the past, viei Nassaut 'ime total trop in Turkey titis yeaî is
sieep'st wool anîd evei Nassau velvet Iave estitmiated Lu Vield froin .,500 Lu 8,000
ivein pihned l' on thte unsuîspectiig bty- eses--tli:tt is tu smy, frti aii Il averago
er, a"s the reai Florida sleep's wool. To tu a I veiy good " restili. But i cotse-
at expert on sponges it mtay seet absurd uîm'mîce of Lite umîpucccdelitedIy iow price
that tLe difli-rence between the genuine of ail descripions of opium duritg tio
artiele anld Liti hogus sponge shtould tnt lmst Lwu utiarco misons, Lie area pimccd
bc i-radily dhteeted, but althloutgli i n de' poppy ctlhivatiomiis yar lits
Florida shep's wool difilers imaterially licou frot 20 per Cent. Lu 30 per Cent.

fromt both kiids of Nassau it>ied milici tat in 1891, wlien the total crop
as substitutes, enougli similarity exists to %vas about is large is iL k expected Lu bo
be exceeditgly deceptive. The llorila Luis seasun. And if timore simuuld be lto
shi-p's wool is a sponge of tmuc closer seiiuis advance it puce titis sesun, and

Lextur tan eitiher thi Nassaut slheep's -iait crops keep aILL pretty remmumteative
wool or velvet, and is decidedly totglier ligure iL is exceeduigiy Probable Liai te
nuid more durable thai eitier. The gen.* etiti%.Itioi cf Lie puppy will li iticl re-

eali appear:nec of euchm i a!:o distiticî e, btricted in future, Te Persians appear
amd althounghl dillicult Lu describe, the dif- Le miale Lu gtow Lime lrug micI mure

ferenîce is apparent whvien the tree kinds ciuaply titt e Turks, for iitin Lie
are compared. IL vouid be vell, there. last fifteei or twemty yoars Lie opium
fore, for biutyers to be i their guard i try lias malle a great advalice ii

ainmst any frauds m hii iimay be practie. - >rsizi, and accurdimg to Lie reports, comm.
d ii cosequenc' of Ll.e menge- supplies su la d uti m, wlicl rcaclm lis fint t imt

of tie popular Florida sleep's uVo1  Country, everywtoig poitis Lua stili itture
sponge. rapid extension in Lime fut re o! Lie puppy

- c~~eiiit i v:ticit in te Shiiîs doumin ionîs.
The Low Opium Pricos. At presett good opiumimuy

bue liomigt iii Lonidonit 'ut(S. per' l1.-a
Opium, whiicii is, nexi to ciichoina, Litme pric viticii ciii iarlly pay Lie ctiLivator

priicip.l li uatg tif m;unniie i ce, ib.1i, Ihe it, fur iais tiotibie, if 01iii uili Cumsider to
sulYmered a depreciatiori whici wvould havieimher of interimmediaLe psons wiose
been tihoumgit impossible iot. ieimmy years I rotits mut bc dîtcted oIli aituîimtt.
ago. The cause of the fall in vahie is the Litii te year 1816, tie avemige value o!

siae iii eitlier case, viz., extension of cul- Lime salt'. iid of opim NVaS fron 208. Lu
tivatiotn, resiltinig fromt Iigh profits in 22s. per L, mnd wimn, in 1865, iL feu for
former years ; but the eltct lias imade it- a mtment .us iow as i2s. 6d. per lb.,
self fet uucht le'ss raptidly in tLihe opiut tai %vas cusideiud an uttcrly impossible
Lhmai iii the ciacionia, imariket, and, opium ptîce, amml, in fmet, otly iested for a sht
beiiig an animal crop, the market iimy Imriod. Sitîce 1876 Lie *)s. liiiL; lias
possibly recover its balance more qlîickly. iarely beem ieaciied, and ias only beem
Telie optiutim trade Liso, is in fair fewer' exceedc<, we bejieve, ipoit o ocmsiui-
handis thnmiLe ciichona buisine1ss,aulh omug ch,Special CrtttmiCes,
neverelmiess, the news of tie progress of sud> as Lie existence of i stroig symdicate

the erop ii Turkey, aid to ai increasiig o! buyers it Atiterica, temputat'iiy Coin-
degree in Persia aiso, is scatiiti every cided witil a bil imvest. Fm'utit

scason with anxiots care by imeiclants, yvcr, lmuwever, Lie <epicciutiou o! upitn
mufacturers and speculators in Simymrnta lias beci mlimusiclecked. Wlmeticr it

anmd Constantinople, ais well as in G reat, rill pmocm:ed amy fim 1. is a quesin
Britaint, tie United Stautes, France aid wimicii is ag'tatimiî' int
Germtatany. e, ie opium tcde, itwever,

''ie first, arrivais of the new seasoi's lis become su Cumplicated o! Imte yccrs
druig generally tcaci the Sttmyrnam:u and uw'iitg Ltete iiicemd imumîbet' o! dealers
Constantimiople mtarkets early in Junle, ai specuiiatol's in te article, tue vise o!
after which the bulk ou tie crop takes Constantinople is a rivml itmuiket Lu Sîmyr-
some monts to filter sIowîy front me mc,md tme growt o! Pemsia ms a produc
i:tnd.t of tihe cultivator. throuugit those of iig mmitrY, tuai iL ias bccom more dif.
lt nm erous iiddielieim into tim posse..'c tiuithLim e' tm L ire mu satisfmietory

sion of Lime mauftuer. At this amo- answer Lu Luis question. Te ligiest
ment lime harum'vest in limost of Lhe low-y pice, iny Le %, ever inigwii for ine
districts is alimedy sufe, thoutih in Lie dm-1mg %%'mîs iii lk'htuamy, 1869, tiheie *19S.

inorther highlands te juice vill iot iav. t pet I b as pcid foi poil opium.
ceiased to liow from time poppies unt il the -Cemisl and Drieggm'st.
end of Lte preseit mont.

" All's wvell" has been the vatchword Titere is a lady in New York Nviio wil
from the growinîg districts ever' since the net pemmit item' êimile L at amiy Viiiim
winter seed wvas entrusted tu tihe eai-th o! viicil Ilidium itteal constiLuites am im-
last winter; and there is every reason to -ediemt, fui fcat iL 'ill tuîmue tie sac.
expect a goud, if not. ai abutndanl:tt crop auge. Site mîusi bc Lie saite lady wim
througiout Asia Minior, as vell as ina vould o let lier ciidien cat spinnaci,
E tropean Tumkey. Emly ini te ycaT, for femr it woud m ukye ti then gre ar.
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