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PREVAILING PRAYER.

Provailing, prayer is that which soonres
an anawer, Saying prayers is not offering
prevalling prayor, The provalunoe of
prayer does not depend so much on qnan
tity as.on quality. 1 do not know hLow
bettar to approach this subjeot thavo b,y ro-
Iating a fact of my own oxperionco before I
waa converled, Lrelato it bocause I fear
enoh oxperionges are bnf too common
among unconverted mon,

1 do not recollect having evor attended a
prayor-moeting until aftor I bogan the study
of law. Thon, for the first time, I lived in
a neighborhood whoro thero was a prayor.
meeting weekly, I had neither kuown,
heard, nor toez much of religion; honeo I
had no settled opinions about it, Partly
from ouriosity and partly from an uneaai.
ness of mind upon the subjeot, which I
could not well define, I began to attend
that prayes-meeting. About the same time
X bought the firat Bible that I ever owned,
and bogan to read it. I listoned to the
prayors which I heatd offered in those
prayer-meotings, with all the attention
that I could give to prayers so cold and
formal, In every prayer they prayed for
the gifi and ontpouring of the Boly Spirit.
Both in their prayers and in their remarks,
which were ocoasionally inlerspersed, they
aoknowledged that they did not prevail
with God. Tlis was moat evident, and
hiad almost made me a scoptic,

Seeing me se frequently in their prayer-
meeting, the leader, on one oceasion, asked
mo if I did not wish them to pray for me.
I roplied, “ No." I eaid, “I supposo that
X need to ba prayed for, but your prayers
are not answered. You confess it your-
selves,” I then oxpressed my asionizhment
at this fact, in view of what the Bible said
about the prevalence of prayer. Indeed,
for gome time my mind was much perplex-
ed and in doubt in view of Chriet's teaching
on the subjeot of prayer, and the manifest
faots before me, from week to week, in this
prayer-meeting. Was Ohrist a divine
teacher? Did He actually teach what the
Gospeld attributed to Him ? Did He mean
what He e.:*? Did prayer really avail to
soours Sleseings from God? If so, what
was I to make of what I wilnessed from
week to week and month to month
in that prayer-meeting 2 Wera they real
Christians ?  Was'that which I heard real
prayer, in the Bible sense ? Was it such

rayer ay Christ had promised to answer ?
%ero I found the solution.

I beoame convinced that they were under
o delasion ; that they did not prevail be-
cause they had no right to prevails They
did not oomp}ly with the conditions upon
which God had promised to hear prayer.
Their prayers were just sush as God had
promised not to answer. It was evident
they were overlooking the fact that they
were in danger of praying themselves into
skeptioiem in regard to the value of prayer.

In resding my Bible I noticed such re-
vealed conditions as the following :—

(@) Faith in God as the anwerer of
prayer. This, it is plain, involves the ex-
peotation of recoiving what we ask,

(b.) Another revealed condition is the
asking sccording to the revealed will of God.
This plainly implies asking not only for
such things as God is willing to grant, but
also asking in such a state of mind as Ged
oan accept, I fear it is common for pro-
fessed Christians to overlook the state of
mind in which God requires them to be as
a condition of answaring their prayors.

For example: In offering the Lord's
prayer, “Thy kindom come,” it is plain
that sinoerity is 5 condition of provailing
with God, Bui sincerily in offering this
potition implies the whole heart and life
devotion of the petitioner to the building
up of the kingdom. It implies the sinoere
and thorough conseoration. of all that we
have and all that we are to this end. To
atter this petition in any other state of
mind involves hypoerisy, and is an abom-
ination. .

8o in the next petition, *‘Thy will be
done on earth as it is in Heaven,” God has
not promised to hear ¢/is petition unless it
be sinceroly offered. But sincerity implies
» state of mind that accepts the whole re-
vealed will of God, so far as we understand
it, as they acsept 1t in heaven. It implies
@ loving, confiding, universal obedience to
the whole known will of God, whether that
will is revealed in His Word, by His Spirit,
or in His Providence. It implies that we
hold ourselves and all that we have and are
as abaolutely and cordially at God's dispos.
al a8 do the inhabitanta of heaven. If we
fall short of this, and withhold anyihing
whatever from God, wo ‘regard iniquity
in our hearts,” and God will not hear us,

Sincerity in offering this petition implies
# siato of entire and universal consecration
to God. Anything short of this is withhold.
ing from God that which is His due. It is
“inrning away our ear from hearing the
law,” Dat what saith the Soriptures?
« Ho that turneth away his ear from hear.
ing the law, even his prayer shall bo an
abomination.” Do professed Christians
understand this ?

‘What is true of offering these two peti.
tions ia true of all prayer. Do Ohrictians
lay this to heart? Do they consider that
all professed prayer is an abomination, if it
be not offered in a atate of entive conseora.
tion of all that we have and are to God?
If we do not offer ourselves with and in onr
prayers, with ali that we have; if we are
not in & state of mind that cordially accepts,
and, so far as we know, perfeotly conforms
to the whole will of God, our prayer is an
abomination. How awfally profane is the
use very frequontly made of the Lord's

rayer, both in publio and in private. To

ear men and women chatter over the
Lord's prayer, Thi kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven,”
while their lives are anything but conformed
to the Xnowa will of God, is shocking and
revolling, To hear men pray, * Thy king.
dom come,” while it is moat evident that
they are little or no saorifice or
effort to promote this kingdom, forces the
f.olvlotlon :iful;m-fuod hypocrisy. Such

not prev raYyer.

(c) %ufnlno!lpil 1 eondition of prevail.
ing prayer. *Ye ask and receive not, be.
onuse Yo ask amiss, that yo may consume it
upon your lusts.”—~Jamet iv. 8.

(4.)" Auother oondition of vailing
prayer is a conscience void of offence to,

ward God and man—1 John {il, 20, 22+
o If our hestt (conscionce) condemn us,
God fagreater than our hostt and knoweth
all things ; if our henart condemu us mnot,
thon have we confidence toward God, aud
whatsoover wo aek we rooeive of Him, be.
censa wo koop His commandments and do
thoso things thas are pleasing in Hissight,

Heve two things are made plain . firat, that
to provail with God, we must keep & con-
soionce void of offence; and second, that
we must keep Hia commandmeonts and do
thoso things that are pleasing in His sight,

(8) A pure heart is also a condition of
provailing prayor.—Psalm Ixvi. 18: “1If I
regard iniquity in my hoart, the Lord will
not hear mo.”

(f) All due confession aund restitution to
God and man is another condition of pre-
valling prayor,—Prov, xxviil. 18: * Ho that
covoroth hio eins shall not prospor. Whoso
confoseoth and forsaketh them shall find
meroy,"”

(9.) Clean'hands is another condition—
Psalm xxvi. 6. “I will wash mino hands in
innocenoy, so will I compass thine sller, O
Lord;" 1 Timothy vi. 8: “I will that mon
pray overywhere, lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and doubting. .

() The settling of disputes and animosi-
tios among brethren is a condition.—Matt.
v. 28, 24: “If thou bring thy gift to the
altar, and there rememberest that thy
brothor hath aught against the, leave there
thy gift before the altar and go thy way.
First be reconciled to thy brother, then
eome and offer thy gift."”

(¢) Humility is another condition of pre-
vailing prayer.—James iv, 0. * God resist-
oth the proud, but giveth grace to the
humble.”

(j.) 'Taking up the stumbling-blocks ia
another condition. —Ezek, xiv. 8 * Son of
mau, theae men have sst up thelr idols in
their heatt, and ¥ut the stumbling-blook of
their iniquity before their face. Should I
be enquired of at all by them ?"

(k.) A forgiving spirit is a condition.—
Matt. vi. 12 ** Forgivo us our debta as we
forgive our debtors;" 15: “But if ye for-
give not men their trespassos, neither will
your Heavenly Father forgive your ires.
pasees.”

(1) The exercise of & truthful spirit is a
_condition.—~Psalm 1. 6: *“Behold, Thou
desiveth truth in the inward parts.,” If the
heart be not in a truthful state, if it be not
entirely sincere and unselfish, we regard
iniquily in our hearts; and, therefore, the
Lord will not hear us.

(m.) Praying in the name of Ohrist is &
condition of prevailing ptager.

(n.) The inspiration of the Holy Spirit s
a another condition. All truly prevailing
prayer is inspired by the Holy Ghost.—
Romans viii. 26, 27: “For we know not
what we should pray for, as we ought, but
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which oannot he uttered.
And Ho that searoheth the heart knoweth
what is the mind of the Spirit, beoanse He
maketh intersesaion for the saints ancording
to the will of God.” This is the true spirit
of prayer. This is being led by the Spirit
in prayer. It is the only really prevailing
prayer. Do professed Ohristians really
understand this? Do they believe that un.
less they live and walk in'the Spirit, unless
thoy are taught how to pragy by the inter.
oession of the Spirit in them, they cannot
prevail with God ?

(0.) Fervenoy is a condition. A prayer,
to bo prevailing, must be fervent.—James
v. 16: *Cenfoss your faults one to another,
snd pray one for another, that ye may be
healed.  The effeotual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much,”

() Perseverance or persistence in prayer
is often a condition of prevailing, Bee the
oaso of Jacob, of Daniel, of Elijah, of the
Syrorhenician woman, of the upjust judge,
and the teaching of the Bible generally.

(g-) Travail of soul is often” & gondition
of provailing prayer. *As soon as Zion
travailed, she brought forth her children,"
“ My lit.le children,” said Paul, * for whom
I travail in birth again, till Christ be formed
inyou.” Thisimplies that he had travailed
in birth for them before they were converted.
Indeed, travail of soul in prayer is the only
real revival prayer. If any one does not
know what this is, he does not understand
the spirit of prayer. He is not in a revival
state. He does not understand the paseage
alveady quoted-—Rom, viii, 26, 27, Until
he understands this agonizing prayer he
does not know the real scoret of revival
power.

() Acothercondition ofprevailing prayer
is the consistent use of means to seeure the
object prayed for, if means are within our
reach, and are known by us to be necessary
to the securing of the end, To pray for a
rovival of religion, and use no other means,
is to tempt God. This, I conld plainly see,
wag the oase of those who offered prayer in
the prayer-meeting of which I have spoken.
They continued to offer prayer for a revival
of religion, bat out of mueting they wero
silent as death on the subject, and ‘opened
not their mouths fo those around them.
They continued this inconeistency until a
prominent impenitent man in the commun.
ity administered to them, in my presence, a
torrible robuke. He expressad just what I
deeply felt, He rose, and with the utmost
tearfulness and solemnity, said: “Christian
people, what can you mean ? You con.
tinue to pray in these meetings for a revival
of religion. You assure each other, and
assure us who are impenitent, that we are
in tho way to hell; and I believe it. Yon
alno insist thit if you should wake up, and
use the appropriate menns, there would be
a revival, and we should be converted. You
tell nus of our great danger, and that our
souls aro worth more than all worlds; and yet
you keep about your comparatively trifling
employments aud use no such means. We
have noravival and oursouls are not saved.”
Here he broke down and fell, sobbing, back
into his seat, This rebuke fell heavily upon
that prayer-meeting, as I shall ever re.
raember, It did them good; for it was
not long before the members of that prayer.
mesting broke down, and we had a revival,
I was present in the firat meeting in which
the revival spirit was manifest. Oh! how
changed was the tone of their prayers, con-
fessions, and supplications. I remarked, in
refurning home, to & friend: “What &
change has come over these Christians.
This must be the beginning of a revival.”
Yes; s wonderful change comes ovie all
the mestings whenever the Christian people
arerevived, Then their confessions mean

something, They mean reformation and
roslitutlon, 'They mean work, They
mean the use of moans, ‘Lhey mean the
opening of their pockets, their hearts and
bands, and the devotion of all their powers
to the promotion of the work.

(8.1 Provailing prayer is spocifie, It Is
ollered for a dofinite objoot, We oannot
provatl for everything at onca. Ju all the
oases recorded in the Bible in whioh prayer
wag answered, it s notoworthy that the
potilioner prayed for a Jofinite object,

(t.)  Aunothor oondition of provailing
prayer ig that we mean what wo ssy in
prayer; that wo mako no false pretences;
in short, that we are entirsly ohlidhke and
sincer ., speaking out of the heart nothing
more or less than what wo menn, feel, and
behove,

(tt.) Anothercongdition of prevailing prayor
is & stato of mind that assumes the good
faith of God in all His promises.

(v.) Another condition is “watohing unto
prayer" as well ag ¢ praying in tho Holy
Ghost.,” By this I mean guarding against
overything than oan quench or grieve the
Bpinit of God in our hearts. Also watching
for the answer, in a state of mind that will
diligently ase all necessary meaus, at any
oxpense, and add entresty to entroaty.

When the fallow ground is thoroughly
broken up in the hearts of Christians, when
they have confessed and made restitution—
ifthe work be thorough and honest—they
will natarally and inevitably falfil the con-
ditions, and will prevail in prayer., But it
cannot be too distinotly understood that none
.others will, What we commonly hear in
prayer and conference meetings is not pre-
vailing prayor. It is often astonishing and
lnmemnbleﬁo witness the delusions that pre.
vail npon the subject. Who that has wit.
nessed real revivals of religion has not becn
struck with the change that comes over the
whole spirit and manner of the prayers of
really revived Christians? I do not think
I ever could have been converted if I had
not discovered the solution of the question:
“Why is it that so much that is called
prayer is not answered ?*

A Trained Ministry.

Wonderful blessings at home and abroad
have attended, and are still following, the
Iabours of evangelists who have not been
trained in the ordinary ocourse through
which most ministers pass, Their suocess
has led many who do not look below the
surface, or beyond the present, to the
opinfon that untrained ministers, * preach.
ers fresh from the people,” * unspoilsd by
systematic theology,” ‘live men from
among the masses,"” are the orying need of
the time. Tbhey say, * Never mind gram.
mar and logie, and Latin, and Hebrew and
Greek, and book learning, let men speak

learned men, but those who can save
souls.”” Thero is danger that mauy will
be carried away by auch talk, that an éda.
cated ministry will be disparaged, and
even crowded ont of its own place by fer.
vent talkers, and that in this way teaching,
our most important paet of ministerial
wotk, will be negleoted, and the throngs
who for a time are brouglt into the
chureh will not ba built up in the faith,

Laymen ara doing great and blessed
work, Many evangelists go with the
manifest favour of God on their labours,
They are by the grace of God doing so
nobly that the eyes and hearts of multi-
tudes are turned towards them. Bat to
praiee others, aud urge the necessity of a
different class of workers, is not to dispar-
age them, While God has given some
apostles, and some prophets, and some
avangelists, He has at the same time
given to some pastors and teaohers; and
all for the perfecting of the aaints for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ. *f Thero are diversities
of pifts, but the samo Spirit.”

Wo neod a frained ministry to prapare
the commnuuity for just suoh work as the
evangelists are doing. To teach the peo-
ple, to set the great traths of the plain sal-
vation before them, line upon line, pre-
copt upon precept,” in such a way that
when the fiery tongus of fhe l}wophet
sounds the call of God, men shall know
what it meaus, and what their duty is.
Men must be trained not only to present
the truth, but rightly to divine it. It is
not enough that a man be brought to a
sence and performance of his duty, he
must be 8o insirnoted that he shall be a
living fountain of truth to transmit the
heavenly impulse intelligently to others
around him. How often we find that the
active, devout, and wise Christians in our
churches were in childhood members of
families under the training of learned and
faithfal ministers,

Wo need a trained ministry to coanter.
act the yery evils which are gure to grow
up under the state of things that atterds
an evangelist's work, If the evangelist be
wise and discreet, and God orown his
Iabours with large rewards, the great
enemy of souls is the more earnest and
active in gowing tares that may ruin the
harvest, If the evangelist be unwise there
is the greater need of a wise hand to un-
ravel the meshes which his folly has
wound about souls, In times of religious
excitement, whon a single set of truths is
urged upon men, thers is need of those
who can in dne time show the whole plan
of a Divine revelation, When new here-
sies arise there is need of men who shall
be able to detect the evil and the weak
poiunt of the new novelty; and when old
errors are revived, those who can haudle
familiarily and effectively the old weapons
with which error has been vanquished.
Mon are needed who ean anthoritatively
interpret the Word of God, who can keep
the church fast anchored to the truths that
change not.

Of course no word of ours is ‘to be con.
strued into an exonse for those who take &
training, as they oall it, as & cover for dull.
ness, ere is no reason why learning
should quench the fires of zeal. It should
rather kindle and make them effective;
there is no place for dullards anywhere,
above all, no place for them in the church,
We need men forvent as well as full, A
00d rule for Obristian teachers is that

ous rule for preashing, * Firsr HEAVY,
THEN ROT |”

No man_cau answér his own valor or
ocourage till he has been in dauger.
!

out of their hearts § what is needed is not’

The Angel of Patlence,

BY J. . WHITTIKR.
To wonry hoarts, to )uourning howmos,
Gol's mookest ungol goutly cowes,
No powor has he to baniul pain,
Or pive us back our lost ngalu,
Aad vot in tendor-st love, our deay
And hesvonly Fatley sends him hore,

Thoro's quiot in that angol's glanco,
Thoro's rost in ks atill consclonce!

o moacks no grief with idle choor,

Nor wounds witl: words sthe nzournor’senr;
Jut iils and woes ho may not curo

o kindly trains us to onduro.

Angol of Patienco! sout to nalm

Our foverish brows with coollng palm,
To loy tho storm of hopoe and foar,
And reconotlo life's smile and toax;
‘The throbs of woundel pride to still,
And make us own our Fethor's will,

O thou who mournost on thy way,

With lougings for the close of day,

He walks with those, tLat angel kind,
Auad gently whispors, “ Be resigned ,
Hour up, bour on, the ond ahall toll

Tho doar Lord ardercth all things welll”

The Preaﬂour.

The morning is father of the day. The
freshest honr is nearest to the sunrigse, A
day well begun is commonly a day woll
done. The brightest thoughts, the best
books, the wisest plans have usnally beén
born when the mind has been invigorated
by refreshing sleap. ‘While the dew is yet
on the grass, thero is also a dow sparkling
on the healthy and happy hesart.

Every day should be commenced with

salem was wont to say, “In the mominﬁ
will I direot my prayer unto thee and wi
lookup ;" * I will sing aloud of Thy merey
in the morning.” Daniel too saluted his
God with prayer and praise at early dawn,
‘Wae begin the day unwisely and at a great
rigk to ourselves if we leave our chamber
without a seoret conference with our Al-
wmighty Friend. Every Ohristian, when he
puts on.clothes, shonld also put on his
spiritual armor. Before the day’s march
begine, we should gather up s portion of
heavenly mannato feed the inner man,
As the Oriental traveller sets out for the
sultry journey over the burning sands by
loadingup his eamel under the palm-tree’s
sbade, and fiils his water flagons from the
orystal fountdin whioh sparkles at its roots,
6o doth Obrist's pligrim draw his morning
supplies from its exhaustless spring.
Morning is the golden hour for prayer and
praise. The mind is fresh, The mercies
of the night and the new resurrection of
the dawn both prompt a dovout soul to
thankfylness. The buoyant heart takes
its earlieat flight—Ilike the lark—towards
the gaté of heaven. One of the finest
touches in Bunyan's immortal allogory is
his desaription of Ohristian in the Chamber
of Pesce, who “ awoke sud sang,” while
his window looked out towards the sun-
rising. If even the statue of old heathen
Memmon made musio when the first rays
of the dawn kindled on its  flinty brow,
surely no Obristian heart should bs dumb
when QGod oauses the outgoings of the
morning to rejoice,

A portion of God's Word should no more
be omitted every morning than the early
meal, Family prayer, too, will put a
stout hem around the day to ke?F it from
raveling out into idleness and ill-tampoer,
and besetting sing, As the household
soattors off into its various paths and ocoun.
gations, each one should carry with him a

enediction from the family altar,

When the early devotion has been per-
formed, and the day’s work 1aid out, then
wu should shoulder up the load with cheer.
falness. A day begun with ill-temper and
sulky speach is very apt to be a day of ir.
ritations, and beatings of our fingers with
the hammer olear on antil bediime. A
worried morning seldom becomes uncloud.-
ed a8 the hours rollon; it is likely to
storm befcre night, Pat it down among
your ¢ probabilities’ that a oloudy morn-
ing of diecontent, ill-humor, and irrita.
tions, will end in a storm * accompanied by
hail.” The man who leaves his dcor with
8 scowl on his brow and a snap at wife and
children, is not likely to be a ploasant eom.-
panion for any one during the day; ton to
one he will come kome at night as peppery
snd biting a8 a mustard.pot. Buat more
than cheerfulness and good humor are
needed forsome days. They will be days
of unlooked-for temptations and sharp
confliols with the sdversary. Conscience
may bo subjected to severe strains, The
devil may meet us in ambush as the wily
fos met poor Ouster and his band. Evil
tidings may break on us before nightfall,
Death may mest us in the path. We
know not what the day may bring forth,

under the protection of Jesus; lot us hide
under the shadow of His wing!

As we write,these words for the morn.
ing, the dew yet sparkles on the grass.
Let this fresh hour be made & - prelude for
a whole day for Him who unbarred its
galden gates in yonder eastern eky!

“ Begln the morn with Goa!
Ho is thy sun and day;

Ho is the radiance of thy dawn,
To Him address thy lay.

Thy firat transactions bo
With God Himself aboves;
80 shall thy busineés prosper well,
And all the day be love.”
~Rev, Thpodore L. Cuyler, in Kvangelist.

Tur Rev. J. G. Bidwell declares in the
Zion's Herald (Methodist) that *every
public Sabbath camp meeting is a crime
against public morality.”

Ix Italy the Jews are coming to the
front in politics. Two of the twenty-four
Benators just oreated are Jews, and eleven
memmbers of the Chamber of Deputies are
of the same faith,

Tug library of the 1ate Dr. Wilson, the
missionary, is to be reserved intact in
Bombay. The Government have intimat.
od their willingness to mark the quite
exceptional position which De. Wilson held

guide the affairs of the State, by.conteibut.

-{'ing largely towards the expense of pur-

‘chasing the library, and it is sald that the
University Wwill ¢o.operate in the purchase

by & vote from their own funds.

God. The busiest and best man in Jeru.

Therefore lot us be aure to put ourselves

in the estimation of those. who have to,

—i

Huandom Bendings,

T'urne is plersure enough In this life {o
mako us wish fo live, and pain enough to
reconcile us to death whon we oan liva no
longer, :

Reruorion is a flower of the mind, giv.
ing ont & wholesome fragrance; but reverie
is the game flower, when rank and running

o soed.

Kinpness is the musio of gaod-will ¢
mon ; aud on this harp the smallest fingers
meay play heaven's swootest tunes on earth,
—Ellu Burritt,

A NEW rule on the Vormont Contra]
Railrord requires every omployes to take
the total alistinencs pledgo, and dismissa}
is to follow a viplation of it,

#*DId slie leave anything 2" was asked
one of God's poor,juyar. digd. ¢ No,"” w:;)sf
the answer, “ghe fook ovorything with
her.” Happy they who can,

SoMETIMES we avoid a stranger for no
other readon than because he is unknown
to ug, though in very mauny cases wo have
movre reason to shun the sooiety of thoge
who are already known to us.

* Now is tho acoepted time; now is the
day of salvation.” How many, in conse.
quence of negleot, have exclaimed in a dy-
ing hour, *The -harvest is passed, the
sammer igended, and we are nol saved.”

Prorantry nover did any man the least
good. No man is richer, or happier, ar
wiser for it, It commends no one to ool
oty, it is disgusting to the refined and
abominable to the good.

Rraper, all is hanging upon aimoment,
Whatsoever thy han ﬂnde%h to do, do it
with thy might, There is no work, nor
devios, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the
grave, whither thou goest.

THe bell-rops of fervent prayer resches
up to the throne, Iist us pull that bell, in
our time of need, with a strong hand,
When thou hast pulled boldly, wait till the
blessing comes,—Rev. Theodore L, Cuyler,

Wi all need, now and then, and especi-
ally now, to be reminded of the fact wiich
Lowell has foroibly expressed in the
lines—

For man or rac t

‘Whose fibre groowls' ?& sl:)ottd &ﬂ?ﬁﬁ‘.‘c"#ﬁgim

A sinisTer, addressing & pious colored
woman, asid :—* Mary, is not the love of
God wonderyul 1" Mary simply, but we
may add sublimely, replied =t Massa,
mases, mo do not tink it so wonderful,
‘cause it is just like Him,"

Iz is said that when Avchbishop Leighton
once rebuked his aiater for over-suxiety,
she replied by saying that it was easy for
him to possess & devout frame of mind, be.
oause he had no children and no oaves.
“Nay,” said he, it is possible to have
oare and calmness too; for it is written,
‘Enoch walked with God, and begat sons
and daughters,’

A dewdrop, falling in the wild ses wave
Exclaimed in foar, I porish in this grave1”
But, iu a shell xecelved that drop of dew
Unto a pearl of marvellous beauty grow,

And happy now, the grace did magnity
‘Which thrust it forth, as 1t had feared, to die
Until again, I perish gulte,” it said.

Torn by rude diver from its ocean bid,
Unbelleving l—s0 it eame to gloam

Chief jewel in & monarsh’s diadem,

How full of meaning is the fact that we
have nothing told us of the life of our
blessed Lord between the twelfth and
thirtoenth years. What a testimony
againat all our siriving and snalching at
hasty resulls, our impatience, our desire
to glitter befors the world, against the
plucking the anrips frait of the mind, and
the turning of that into a season of stuated
and premature harvest, which should have
been & season of patient sowing, of earnest
culture, and ailent ripening of the powers.
—Trench.

Or Presbyterianism Me. Gladstone thus
writes: ¢ It has given Presbyterian com-
munions the advantages which in elvil
order belong to looal gelf-government and
representative institutions—orderly habits
of mind, respeot for adversaries, and gomse
of the elements of judicial temper; the de-
velopment of a genuine indiviluality, to-
gother with the discouragement of mere
arbitrary will and of all eccentrio tendenoy ;
the gense of » common life, the disposition
enorgetioally to defend it ; the love of law
combined with & love of freedom ; 1ast, not
least, the habit of using the faculty of
speech with a divest and immediate view
to persuasion.”

Farner Cuiniquy has a short way of ex.
g}nining difficulties in thoology to his

rench Canadian hearers, The sabjsct of
eternal punishments having beenagitated in
the ohurches and press of Oanada recently,
the preacher thus made the matter plain
to his audience. He said, *They fell us
that a just God will not inflict eternal pun-
ishment for o momentary sin. This is
quite trae, mee amis (my feiends), It is
only eternal sing that are punished etern-
ally. A momeniary sin is one that is
repented of aud forgiven through Ohrist;
but a sin that is not traly repented of is an
oternal sin, and must sabject the sinner to
eternal punishment, Heuoe the lond eall
to repentance continually roiterated in the
Gospel.”

Axoxasrt all the pleasant things of life—
and the all-bountiful hand of Providence
has soattered the path of our days with
innumerable blessings, if man wonld but
enjoy them-——amongst all the pleasant
things of life, there are fow mors pleasaut
than a walk in the flower-garden before
breskfas’ on & sunshiny morning. To see
those mute and stitl, though not motionless,
oreatures—we mosn the blossoms-—opening
their painted bosoms to the benefloent rays
which gives them their oolor and their
lovelinesy, walooming the calmiblessing of
the light, as if with gratitude, and seeking,
in their tranquil state of being, for nothin
but the good gitts of God, might well aflo
& monitory lesson; for everything in naturs
Las its homily, to us, the eager hunters
aiter fiotitions epjoyment. How oalm-do
they stand in their loveliness, how placid
in their limited fruition of the elements
that nourish them~how, in their eplendid
raiment, do they apatkle in the san, how
do they drink up the oup of dew,and grate-

fully give back honey aud perfume in re<
tarn.—Eliza Cook's Journal, .



