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CURRENT TOPICS.

N another page of the present issue of ¢ Book-
seller and Stationer *7 appear  a number of
letters from tresders, dealing with the general
condition of th+ book and stationery business
in Canada dwing  the yvear just elosed. A

perusal of these letters, we teel  smre. would do all onr
readers good.  They contrin much tood for reflection and
offer solutions to several of the difficul-
ties at present confronting  the vetail
trade.  Without a single exception, all
our correspondents express satistaction
al the vesults of the general and holiday business of” 1903,
Not anly do they speak for themselves but (hey speak al-
so for the centres in which thev are loeated, so that be-
yond a doubt the year just closed has been an entivey
satisfactory one in the book and stationery business.

~

Book and Sta-
tionery Trade.

[ ) * *

GAIN and again, booksellers and stationers are urgel
A to pay more attention both te their advertising and
their window dressing.  As a rule window-dressing

iz a strong point with booksellers and more attention ix
directed to a bookseller's window than to most others,
This 1= in large measure due to the greal

"”‘I"':"‘”_“'”I’R variety of the material with which he
Q. 1HIoWw .

X ? can work,  On the other hand his adver-
Dressing

tising is either nil or ineffective.  The
paneity of book, stationery and faney goods advertise-
wents in the average newspaper is well-known and evi-
denees a deplorable lack of confidence in publicity. Why
iC is that the bookseller refvains from advertising, while
the dry goods man uses pages and half-pages is beyond
the understanding of most people.  On another page of
this issue allenfion is diteeted to this mportant sabject,
ax well as to the kindred subjeet of window-dressing.
L . *

TRING the Christmas scason  the sales of  books
natutally increased to a considerable extent. Iun
addition to the popular works of fiction of the Fall

months there was the nsuat  demand to be noticed for
standard works and gift books and large siles were ve-
ported of both elasses.  Enormous quan.
tities of cheap editons of famous houoks
were disposed of at every bookstore and
hook counter and the sale of annuals
was as large as ever. The popular hooks of the day in
current fiction included *“ The Little Shepherd of Kine

The Christmas
Book Trade.
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dom Come.”” by John Fox, jiut ¢ The Heart of Rome,*” by
1, Marion Crawtords ¢ Wings of the Morning,”® by Louis
Traev; “ Two Little Savages,”" by Ernest  Thompson-
Seton: ** The Blood Lilies,”* by W, A, Fraser, and ** The
Long Night.,”” by Stanley J. Weyman.

. [ .

‘HE charge made by our correspondent that booksell-
ers in this conntry are not up to theie calling, re-
minds one of the controversy recently carried on in

English publishers® jowrnals on the  very same subjeet,
Thete, it was charged that with but few exceptions the
modern bookseller was entively ignorant
of the contents of his books and treated
his stock as just so much matter to bhe
traflicked in.  To these aceusations, in-
dignant denials were  made, not  only by heoksellers
themselves, hut also by numerons readers who egme, for-
ward, in most eases, to chawpion the ennse of individual
booksellers with whom they were acquainted.  How far
the charge is justitied by the facts in Canada is matter
of doubt. It would perhaps be safer for us to steer n
middle conurse and assert that we have in Canada many
admirably  qualified and well-read hooksellers and that
there may also be found some, concerning whom, it is to
be regretted the same enmot be said.

The Modern
Bookseller.
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l.\' the February issue of ** Bookseller and Stationer *°
a new departure will be inaugurated, whieh it is felt
will be of material benefit to our readers.  Iitherto
a great Iack m the bool trade in Canada  has been the
absence of a complete list ‘of Canadian pablieations, to-
gether with names of publishers,
and prices, to which Canadian booksell-
ers could refer at will. It is the
intention of ** Boskseller and Station-
er " to attempt o supply  this  deficieney and  in Le
February number, there will in all probability be pnb-
lished as complete a list as possible of all the publication :
of the year 1903, which bear the imprint of Canadian
publishers.  Henceforth, every six months, a similar list
of the publications of the preceding hialt year will be com-
piled, which will serve as a handy reference guide to our
readers. We bespeak the assistanee of all Canadian pub-
lishers of hooks in making the ‘“ Bookseller’s ** list com-
plete and anthoritave.
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