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His dispoition is amiable and unassuming, and h i niners are tiose of a
gentleman. My whole inter(ourse w'itli him sli led me to foim the verv
highest opinion of him as a scholar, a gentleman and a Christian," &c.

Such attestations fron competent iudges in the fatherland verify the
opinion form-ed of Mr. Riddell by ilt wrho iad the happiness of iitimate
think favora1ly of the principles and the power that niade him so likWeal.
lie had a cordial detestationi of everytiing that savored of deceit, or guile,
or insincerity ; and, to human seeming, he was utterly devoid of the-e
sadly comnion characteristics of fallen nman. In him uprightness or moral
honesty and conscientiouiess were renarkably prominent and potential,-
ae much so as in any good man it hia ever been the writei's hiappiness to
know. That imperfections clung to him lie would have been the foremost
to admit and mourn, but that they were unusually diffieult of discovery by
others will be readilv admitted by those w-ho knew himu most intinmatelv.
No doubt he w-as naturally amiale,-suavity w-os constitutioial inl hi-
case : but it was "by the grace of God he was what he was" At a coin-
paratively early period of life h hadIl "submitted himself to the righteous-
ness of God,wlìieh ishy faith of Jesus Christ,"and through grace was enablel
in lissubsequent life to verify afresh the unassailable utt'-rance of the poet,
that " tle Cthistianr i.s the highest style of mn." Ilndeed, w-inting divine
grace, the most amiable of human kind would at best but resemble a tree
destitute alike of fruit and foliage, that neither gratifies the eye in search
of the beautiful, nor meets the need of the hungry traveller.

Of Mr. Riddell it may be further and safely said that he was a main ol
excellent mind, as well as of loving heart, andi muost exemplary life. Hi,
intellectual powers were good, and wonderfully vell balanced, no n11e
dwarfmg or paralyzing another ; and they lhad. been carefully and assidu-
ously cultivated. Ilis acquirenients in the various departments of studv
usually prosecuted hy canididates for the ministry were highly respectable,
of which the writer has ample evidence in a dozen certificates lying before
hinm, w-ritteni by clergymen and scholars of the highest stanîding in Scotland.
Indeed he conld hardly by posssibility have failed to sueceed in his studiez,
possessing as lie did, in high degre, imîost of the e«-ntial pre-requisites to
success, viz., a quick and sound judgment, love of orider ani a-curacy, and
untirinmg conscientious diligence. Whatever lie liii lie did well. Super-
ticialitv lie couild not a1wav witlh. Hlis scholar-lip wa- acute and com-
par-atively wide, including, phiaps, m0e of the philoiophical and scientii
questiois of the day thain iiost of ouir iiiisters coose to inv-itigate.
But, as some readers may suspect that the foregoing statements are the
too favorable utteramees of an admiiring friend, it mîiglt be well to iuote
few sentences fronm the certificates already referreil to, all of which speak oi
him in termis quite a.; laudatory as those hiere employed. It is proper t
premise, that Mr. Riddell waîs a candidate foi the otte of Librarian to the
Theological Hall, Edinburgh, and that the testimonials were given with a
view to that office. The Rev. Dr. Smith, Bigglar, and the Rev. Dr. Anidrew
Thompson, Edinburgh, speak of him in language expressive of the higliest
comnmendation-as indeed the whole of the testators do. To quote ail they
say would be to the honor of the deceased. But space forbids. A few
-entences must suffice. The Rev. James Robertson, Newington, Edinburgh,
a scholarly man and a muost devoted and suecessful minister, and Mr
Riddell's pastor during his attendance at College and the Divinity Hall,
i-ays :-'I have had personal acquaintance and very frequent intercourse
with- Mr. George Riddell for seven or eight years, an aill y imiipresionm


