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ABOUT tWO weeks ago our students hiad
the pleasure of hearing Prof. XVillis, of
Clxic.ago, deliver an interesting lecture, on
Physiognomy, in our Collegiate hall. The
peculiarities of disposition as expressed in
the face, and the qualities of character as
represented by the different: features wvere
treated of, and illustrated by numerous fine
engravings. Toward the conclusion of the
lecture several of our number were called to
the platforn-, and so truly were their charac-
ters read that the most scepticai amoiig us
were wvon over to believe in Physiognonîy.
Since then new traits of character are being
daily discovered in familiar faces by the
hearers of the lecture, while analyses of the
countenances of recent acquaintances have
in somie cases been attended by tlîe inost
ludicrous re-rýults. Not content withi analys-
ing the faces of others, some have taken to
analysing their own. We discovered a
student poring over one of the pamphlets
left by Mr. Willîs if by any means shie could
discover wvhat was indicated by lier some-
whiat celestial nasal organ.
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DATING frorn the Christian era, com-
menced in Italy in 525, and in England in
816.

FRE.NCH chauvinism, is responsible for a
good many instances of extraordinary ignor-
ance of men and things not Frencli, but from.
Victor Hugo more mighit have been expect-
ed than a solemn confession that hie hiad
neyer hieard of an American nanied .E merson.

THOSE wvho complain'of liard times pleýase
glance over the following facts in the early
history of literature. The king of Northum-
berland in A. D. 69o gave Soo acres of land for
a History of the \Vorld; and a Countess of
Anjou once gave 200 sheep and a large
parcel of furs for a volume of hornilies, and
i2C crowns for a single book of Livy. In
172o a Latin Bible wvas valued at $..o and
this wvas a time -Mien tw1o arclies of London
Bridge were built for less tlrni $i5o. A
laborer in those days liad wages so small
that the earnings of fifteen years liad been
necessary to buy the Bible, and the Bible
being in Latin lie could not have read it
after al].

A SCOTCH satirist, in describing the ser-
mon of a graduate of the new scliool, gives
the text as Exodus xxxv. 2z6: ««'Ard ail the
women wvhose heart stirred them, up iii wis-
dom, spun goa4,s' liair." The following is
tlîe-"Thirteenthly. My brethren, I have en-
deavored to showv how the liearts of those
wvomen xvere stirred up-that is to say,
movled, or impelled, or inclined to do w~hat ?
or. in wvhat ? In wvisdom, that is to say, in
the wvisdom tlîat spun goats' hair. Now,
thiere are various commentators who have
expressed themselves as to whiether it wvas
really goats' liair or the woolly covering of
the alpaca, wvhichi is an animal of the rumi-
nant species, and lives upon fishi and sinall
birds. But there can be no doubt wvhatever,
that wvhether it wvas goats' hair or not, it wvas
decidedly liair o>f some particular descrip-
tion, or kind, or color, or nature, or quality.
But then it ivas spun. Noiv howv, My
bretlire.-i, was it spun ? There are various
kinds of spinners. There are cotton-spin-
ners, l'or instance, in Glasgow, and Liver-
pool, and Manchester, and in many other
manufacturing towns wvliere they spin-not,
perhaps ,, goats' liair, but something whiichi
is capable of being manipulated by the
skilled artisans of the ninetecnth century,

wocan do anything ivith the varlous
phienomena of a bountifuil providence, the
resuit of w'hichi cannot do otlîerwise than
awaken our hiearts to tlîe contemiplation of
înany thingrs tnat are calculated to enlightexî,
and expand, and strengthen our inner man,
s0 to speakz, -with ail tha.t cliaracterizes the
im-mensities of creation viewed from tlîe
standpoint of our individual experience.
Tliere are other spinners. I recently read
of an old sailor, an ancient nmariner, a vet-
eran navigator, of whion it wvas said thiat lie
hiad spun yarns over every sca and ocean,
but as this statenient would seem to be figu-
rative, and its meaning occuit, concealed,
mysterious, I confess mnyseif somiewhat at a
loss to, cornpreliend precisely the character
of this particular kind of spinning, but I
cannot doubt tlîat there underlies this ob-
scure narration som e grand trutlî, whichi at
some future time 1 may be able to, improve,
and s0 now I leave it, and corne, Four-
teenthly, to"-&c.

THE- title of Doctor wvas invented in the
twelft]î century, at the first establishment of
universities.


