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sorption of toxin from tîîis focus and its action on the
central nervous systeni can be ascribed the prog-ressive
features wvhich characterize most cases of thiis disease. Dr.
Robertson at flrst considered tliis bacteritun to be an
attenuated Klebs-Loefler bacillus, but now looks upon it --.s
a special organismn -nd describes two varieties which he
iiames B. paralyticans Iongus and brevis. These differ
slightly in morphology as their names imply, and aiso iu t heir
fermentation reactions on sugars, the B. paralyticans Ion-
gus type giving the su-ar reactions of the diphtheria bacil-
lus, while the brevis type ferments glucose and saccharose,
but not the other sugars. Feeding experinients on rats
were carried on with bothi types of these bacilli and led
with both to the production of a paralytic disease in
whichi the lesions are clainied to be similar to those of
gcneral paralysis. 1 need flot further describe Dr. Robert-
son's dlaim-s except to say, that Dr. Robertson recognizes
the widespread distribution of diplitheroid bacilli and holds
that the niere presence of these bacilli on mucous sur-
faces is of littie significance, but that actual tissue
invasion is the crux.

O'Brien (6) in an exaniination of insane patients found
diphtheroid bacilli in naso-pharyngeal mucosa lu 98 per
cent. of cases of general para]ysis and lu only '. per
cent. of other cases of insanity.

Eyre and Flashman (7) in an examination of 60 cases of
general paralysis found that 16.6 per cent. showved diph-
theroid bacili, while in~ 78 other cases of insanitv tlhey
wvere present in 17.9 per cent. of cases. These authors
classify their bacilli into three classes, viz. -True B diph-
therioe 5, and -5.1 per cent., H1offrnan's bacilli 8.3 and 11.5
per cent., xerosis bacilli 3.3 and 1.2 per cent. respect-
ively. These authors also examined post-mortemn material
in 10 caseýs of general paralysis and 26 cases of other
formns of insanity. Prom the resuli of their investiga-
tions they fait to find any evidence of a causal association
betwveen diphtheroid bacilli and general paralysis.


