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reputation of the author, to have mnade it possible
for W. 1lowship Dickinson to have taken the
above title as that for lus I umnleian Lectures before
the *Royal Collèege of P hysicians. In his introduc-
tion lie says 1 i n about to examine the subjeet
with a fresh appeal to nature, andi, putting aside
for the presenit anl anicient faitil and modern scepti-
cisi, shalllie content simlply te collect the cvi-
clence of the \wards and the clead-house and let
the toague slpeak for itscîf. 1 look at the
tongue as a lihysiciani, not as a sulreen, andi regard
it as syniptoinatie of disease rather than asi the seat
of it."

After staitingç how~ hie hi arrived, throughi both
clinical andi microscopic methods at the basis for
classification, lie states that " the firsi. stage is Nî,lheîî
the paila re separately capped wvith a minute
white patch, which consists mainly, of horny Cl)!-
theliuin this tongue 1 called s/;jp/cd or i1o/led.
As the coeîn ncrea ses the spots coalesce, cease
te be dliscrete and becomle confluent, or at least
appear so te the naked eye. Tlo this clegree the
term coateci is applliecl, as indicating conitinu itLy."
'lhle termi j'/as/crcd is applied to the highest de-
veloimnenît of the tongue coated, Nvile */urrcda. is
applied te that whcre, withi much coating the papil-
Ire are elongateci froîn each other, at least, at their
extrernitics. 1 )esceningiiç, fromn these stages of
conuplete covering wve have the cleaning of the
tongtfie, eiiiher gra(lually or abruptly, leaving the

several fornis of the reci, Glenucled and rav tongue.
'l'lie inethod adopted bw Dr. D ickinson wvas

te arrange the cases comiinrf before himi in
h051)itals, in tabular f'orîn, annexing at the saine
timce other cetails, as (i) the disease and its dura-
tien ; (2) the general state as to strength, prostra-
tion andi consciousness ;(3) thc temperature of the
body ;(4) the arrangemnents as to food andi drink

(>observations relating te bowvels and stoinach,
te the nervous system, te respiration with regard te
mouth and nose ;(6) the prsec of inorbici dis-
charges by (iarrhoea, diuiresis or supl)urative
(7) the amoxunt of the saliva and the moisture or
dryness of the înouth. The tables include 366
cases.

Uncler bis fn-st class of heakilhy tengue we
ineet the staternent at the outsct that there are
cong"enital différences in the nttîner -ind preiini-
ence cf the papili-.t-, and further that ne absolute
standard of cleanness can bc set dowvn as a gauge

of 1)crfcct healtb, applicable te every, person.
W'lat is normal in one ipay be abniormal in another.
'l'o knowv the condition of thie *deep tissues is, lie
says, ncsryte have a truc ittea- of wVhat these
coatings mlean. The papille are projections of the
corîunu,) whiile upon thc coriuni is the epideripis
with its three layers (a) the deepest or rete mal-
phigil tipen this a stratuil comiposeci of lezelnge-
shaped nucleated celis, whichi :orrespond with a1
différence to the corium of the skini ; andciupen
this a heri)' formation wvhicli izs special te the
tongue and whIichl forruns the WvhOle coat. These
epithelial celîs, from being, polygonaml iin th(- mal-
phigian layer, giow,als they ,ro\v old, the surface fiat-
tening and e~nantilI, as thec horniv layer, they
have lest their cellular formi ani-i are become fib-
1*ous. " It is this herny layer whichi essentially
constitutes the coat or fur.. On the sur-
face of the tongue attached chiefi)' te thc proin-
ences of the epidermis, is a varying amouint cf

parasiticgrewth, chiefi)' ini the shiape of nuicrococ-
Culs. ibhis presents itself chiefly ini the shape of
rounded accumulations upon the ou'.standing pa-
pille. The total.bulk of the accumutlationus. 1uo~-

ever, whiether l)arasitic or accidenta, bears but a
siii al p)roportioni te the epitliclial structure, of which,
the coat or fur- essentially conisists. ]l health, this
mucous membrane must, we sas', have Uhc s-tirfatce
descrilhcd, exposed. net concealed 1by anly coait or

accmuatinhowever clcrived and it muts, be
normally moist. "There are local andi chronic
diseases ini abundance, iii \whichi the longue is nloî-
mal ; few involvinig yriaor an)' genciral disturb-

1.1n the s/zY'Aled tongue the first indcication of'
disease th(i apparent epîthelial overgrowth ine.lisý
rather the retentimi of what is old than the clevel-
opinenit of 'vhat is new, attri butcd perhaps te the
ab)sence of food, connected with loss cf appetite,
and perhaps ini sortie rneasure te the stillniess of the
tengue ;vhich iiiiness engenclers.

In this condition wverc found iuany tenguies in
Patients '\hlosoe condition, while neot abriornîal, v:asý
ofien a first departure frelin genleral hecalth as in
chronic heart disease. '.l'his tongue does net:
belong te pyrexia and seCldoînl ' cacais withl grav'e
constitutional trouitble of any kiid." As a gemueral
rule, a langer degrce of cenistitutienal disturbance is.
apparent wh'len the tongule is dry thaii wlhen it is
mnoist.
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