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with tliese disordeis consignd tiheselves fo tlic protection of itincrant
charletans and other imposters. Of hie n'orious few who then acquir-
vil poputlritv; -_ - no less a prson than Mart n Van 13nehell, whose ec-
centricities iave ainied iiniii a place ane oth- r by gone curiosities who
have btrut ted their rctfil him on n rthl's s! ilht stao. ile Ih -votli mself
at once to the study nI 'aediIm nid to hat of mechniîes, nd his ge-
nius seeming to lie in a happy reunio if te l ntuaimtl und tl muE-
cular, he gave it fuil scopjc-first i oothriliwiw, iti in truss making,

and subsequntly iii cirm istul-. ( Of' l' owi p retenois and peculi-

arities, lie speaks hinwlfiu tlit wmi itraîl fi-n onre of his singu-

lar advertiseinuts. - Ar mot I le fi rst hiiaih·r (ai this day) C baid fis-
tube ? With an iandCn heard iki lhppomi il The combng I seil

une guinea caei liair. (Of ise t ite :ir ihat wavzlnt fiiin clidren. I
can tell then how ; il is a se\r':t.) ( JiVai l.' inode of cure ve have

no accolnt in obur rîoî\-ssihliH do happn to itîtvîe ani aceount of
the practice of ne ol in, enn0emplr, rie,, u bicli iii ive, if lit better
purpose, at least to couvey ýume infirumni lito h clns then enter-

tained of fistube, and of hiuiman tece! . Iîi:m, fiin re ference tu ene Le

Moync, says, " llis imethod consistedv i i le uie f caustics, thlit is to say,
with a corrosive unguent with whici le covced a suiall tent, which he
thrust into the ulcer, by which he daIvI huile by little, consuied the
circumferencc, takinig care to elar tile lent dailv ; o thtat by wideni-
ing of the fistula he discovered the bottoiii. If lie fbuind there any cal-
losity, he corroded iL with lis ointmnctit, wicli also served to destroy
the coney burrows, and at last vith patience lie cuîred mnaniy."

Althouigi at the present day wc have risen Liigh beyond such ignor-
ance, yet the literature of the subject is rather in a backward state than
otherwise. It is truc tlat several writer have uslhcred into the world
their contributions, and in all shapes, froi the niengre article to the
portly compendium, but yet expectation has not been satisfied, and the
reviews, at least those deserving of consideration as such, have been far
from being connendatory or flattering. Even two of the mnost familiar,
-the books of Syme and Bushe on diseases of the rectum-have in the
pages of ForLes' Quarterly, met with a discussion by no means favora-
ble. It would follow, thiien, that an opening did exist for a good publi-
cation on this particular topie before the appearance of Dr. A.'s work.

We would not it vere supposed that our author thus intre luced him-
self to notice-that he rendered himaself obvious through the defects lie
had disclosed in others. For far from such a method, he admits in his
title page, the obligations under whicb h'e rests to both the gentlemen


