REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. ’ 93

with these disorders consigned theruselves 1o the protection of itinerunt
charletans and other imposters.  Of the notorivus few who then acquir-
ed popularity; w.qs no less a person than Martm Van Buehell, whose ec-
centricities have gained lim o place amone othe ¥ hygone curiosities who
have strifted their fretful hows onearth’s slishit staze, He devoted himself
at once to the study of medieme and to that of mechanes, and his ge-
nins seeming to lic in o happy reunion of the witetleetun! and  the mus-
cular, he gave it full scope—first 1w tooth drawme, then i truss making,
and subsequently in enrning fistuke,  Of s own pretensions nnd peculi-
arities, he speaks hursellm the followmea extret fiom one ol his singu-
lar advertisements,  * Am not | the tiest healer (at thns doay) ot Ind fis-
ke ?  With an handseme beard hke Hhppoerates? Fhe combing 1 sell
one guinea cach hiir.  (Of use to the fur that want fine cluldren. 1
can tell them how; it 1sa ceeret)” € "Vau BUs ode of cure we have
no account i our possession, bt we do lappen 1o e an aceount of
the practice of one ol lus centemporaries, which wiy serve, 1t no better
purpnse, at least to convey sonie informiction as o the wdeas then enter-
tained of fistulae, and of human technme.  Hioms,  rcicrence to ene Le
Moyne, says, ¢ Ilis method consisted i the use of causties, that is to say,
with a corrosive unguent with which he covered asnudl tent, which he
thrust into the ulcer, by which he dwldy. little by littie, consuned the
circumference, taking carc to enlarge the tent daily 5 so that by widen-
ing of the fistula he discovercd the bottom. {1 he found there any cal-
losity, he corroded it with his ointment, wiuch also served to destroy
the coney burrows, and at last with paticuce he cured many.”

Althouglh at the present day we have risen ltigh beyond such ignor-
ance, yet the literature of the subject is rather in a backward state than
otherwise. It is true that several writers have ushered into the world
their contributions, and in all shapes, from the meagre article to the
portly compendium, but yet expectation has not been satisfied, and the
reviews, at least those descrving of consideration as such, have been far
from being commendatory or flattering. Even two of the most familiar,
—the books of Syme and Bushe on diseases of the rectum—have in the
pages of Forbes’ Quarterly, met with a discussion by no means favora-
ble. Tt would follow, then, that an opening did exist for a good publi-
cation on this particular topic before the appearance of Dr. A.’s work.

We would not it were supposed that our author thus intrr luced him-
self to notice—that he rendered himself obvious through the defects he
had disclosed in others. For far from such a method, he admits in his
title page, the obligations under which Pe rests to both the gentlemen



