va

Periscope.—Endemic Gusiro-Follicular Enteritis.

in' tho--next pain, ‘& little -before 9 o'clock . .
The reason of the tediousness hecame evident by the
delivery of a'very large male infant. The patient said,
s she was being placed in the position for the opera-
tion, that she had been insensible; and subsequently
%he Tids told me, that for at least a part of the time she
heard what was said, but was unsble to speak. The
ehloroform has irritated the parts to which the sponge
was applied, and they are red and smarting.

“ January 25, 1848. ' ,
Jan. 26.—Both mother and child are dving well.
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" PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND PATHOLOBY.

- Eidemic Gastro.Follicular Enteritis; or ¢ Swnmer Come.
plaint™ of Ciildren, as it prevails in the United Siates —By
Epwarp artowesr, M.D., Fellow of the College of Physicians
of Philadclphis, Member of the Academy of Natural Scicnces,
&e.~—Cholera Infantum, or the * summer complaint™ of chil.
dren, has been considered pecoliar to the United States.  Billard,
i i work on the diseases of infants, alludes to its occusional
cxistence 'in Puris. 'In the United Stater it prevails to a great
extent, und the mortality from it is extreme. It oceurs in our
Iarge cities, carrying off veveral thonsind children annually ; it
commences in the Southern States in May, nnd in the Middle and
Western about the beginning or middle of June, and continues
until near Qctober, the greater number of cases heing nbserved in
July and” August, " It ia* found chiefly in the lanes and alleva of
out Jurge citics among the puorer ciasses of socicly, but thuee in
thé* higher rdnks'are by nn means exempt from its attacks. It
is #tatéd by Dr. Condie, that during a period of fifteen years, from
1822 to 1839, inciusive, 3,352 -infants -perished of this disease in
Philadelphiy, being almost ten'per cent. of the who'e number of
infunts* under’ five yeare who died durinig’ that period. ' Iy St.
Tivuis, Micsonri, during the years 1841, °42, and *43, 238 children
dind of it. “ In 1823, 253 dicd of the ssmé complaint in Balti-
mare. - The average’ nutsber of deaths annvally in Puiladelphi
is abont 200, The discase in confined almost efclnsivuly to chil.
dién between fuur and twenty months of age; cases, however,
oteir‘as early ue the age of two monthe, and at &s laté a period
as threc or five years, - . - - - L :
"Chivises of ‘the disease.~Choléra infintom ix considered to be
dependent lor its production upon a heated, confined, and impure
atmosphere, acting ‘ dircetly upon the,ekin, and indireetly upon
the'mucous «urface, at'a period when the later is aiready sfrongly
dispdsed” to the disense from-the effects’of dentition, und from the
increated duvelopment and aetivity of the muciparous follicles
which- takes place at that period.” The circumstances of its ori.
ginzlwwever, are involved in doubt, and can.only be determined
by:future and more correct observation. . ‘The exciting causes are
statéd by Dr.’ Dewees to be impropricties in diet and clothing.
He.observes alsn, that it is very often aggravated by worms; bit
such & complication has.not come under our.notice.” ~.. =,
General deséription of the disease.—~Cholern infantum may be
divided ;into_three stages, based upon its anatomica) characiers.
In. their description we shall be guided chiefly by the results of
ur oitn.observations. . . .0 C L
=Symploms of the first stage.—This urnally commences with
Siwrthaa, succeeded by, vonuling .and purging ; these symptoms.
are roon. fullowéd by fever of & remittént type with evening ex.
ucerbations; the ‘pulse in small; quick and frequent, occasionally
full, and: symetimes tense ;. the brain is often affected sympatheti-
cally’s this condition is manifested. by a tendency to delitium; the
¢s -have .a fierce ‘and wild cxpression; and the face is flushed;
thie stools in this stage vary much in consistence; at tiutes they
are thin and watery, but often pasty or musli.like; their colour
differs .algo greatly 1n the course of the day, and fromn'one day to
another ; in. a .number of casesthey presented the appearance of
cliopped egg, upon which boiling' water had been poared; ocea.
sighully they ‘consisted almost entirely of mucys:. The period at

which the vomiting is observed varics; it accurs ueualiy on tha
sccund, but often as late ue the fourth or fifth day ; in rome in.
stances there is no vomiting throughout the eourse of the disease ;
in one'case it did not make its appearance until 8 few days before
death; thé matter, vomited consisted of the contents of the stom.
ach, which were returned almost immedistely after their entrance to
it; these were more or lese mixed with mucus; in infunta ut the breaat
the milk was returned in a curdled state, having an seid smell; ip
one instance 't had the appearance of coffee grounds; the vomiting
occurred for the mast part three or four times 8 day, and somctimes
oficner. . o L

Temperalure of surface.—The skin was occasionally moist,
more frequently dry, warmer upon the hend and abdomnen ; the
latter iz mosily warmer than the rest of the body, snd often decid.
edly hot; the temperature of the extremities is naturs!, or more
geaerally cool ; dceasionally it is waris 3 sometimes the lower ex-
tremities are cool while the upper refain their usual heat. The
respiration, except in those cases complicated with other diseases,
a8 hooping-congh or measles, was free, the number of respirations
in the sonree of the minute amounting to 20, 24, 2\, 29, 30, 33,
36, 40, 44, 48, 53, 55, 56, 60, 64, 66. When over 30 the rea.
piraton was more or less interrupted.  The tongue in this stage
wes ubserved to be moist, but wus often red at its tip and edges,
and coated at its base with a yellowish or brownish vellow fur.

The countenance in lhe early stage, except when the allack
wae violent. was good, the eves being bright and animated : os.
casionally the child would full into a sieep from which it was eas.
ily roused. There was nsually a considerable degree of irntabil.
itv and rest]essness, the little sufferer being pacified with diffculty.
The sleep was «fien distmbed, ‘The abdomen wus occasionally
tense and tomid, and somewhat painful on pressure; the thimst
wae often intense ; it now and then happened, however, that drink
was refused. - : : : :
. Anatomical characters.—These. consist .in an undue develope
ment of the follicles bath of the stomach and intestines, or of one
of thore organs without inflammation of the mucous membrane.
Childreu rarely dic of cholera in the early stage s opportunitics,
therefore, reldom occur of observing the morbid sppearances, M.
Billiard who had ample opportunities, for the study of the discares
af children at the Hopital den Enfans Trouvés of Paris, statizs that
he had reen irolated fullicles and follicnlar plexuses of the jntestie
nal tube in considershle numbers, and developed without being in.
flamed in twelve infunts ; three were uged from eight daye 1o three
wecks, two aged two manths, the remaming seven were from
nine months to one year; the symptoins of the cane he has pub.:
lihed correapond so. closcly with those of cholera infantam, that,
to use the language of Dr. Horner, it is evident had they oceurred
in this conntry, they would have been named, and in fact are
caxes of cholere infantum. M. Billiaid stutes that most of theee
children had arrived at the period of dentition, fo that there ap-
peared to be.a remarkable coincidence between the appenrance-of
the .teeth, and that of .the organic development of the folliculur
‘apparatus of the intestince, the follicles performing an active part
in the process of digestion by furnishing the sarface of these or-
gans with a fluid-which in all probability assists in the elahoration
of food, .Dogs, he observes, and other carniverous animuls re-
markable for their digestive powers, possess this apparatue in a-
high degree of dcyelopment, . In" a livnces which died in this
city, some years ago, and of which I had the epportunity of mak.
ing & post-morta ‘examinntion, the isolated follicles of the intes-

| tines weZc ong (th of an inch in diameter.-

The follicles arc sometunics found to exist in great.numbers from
the first period of-life, but jn general they, are nut very numerously.
develaped, except at the period above mncntioned, or at a still more’
advariced -age.—~(Billiard.) - Reederer-and :Wagler, in their work,
De Morbo Mucoso, in which they describe the symptoms and an-,
atomical eharacters of » gastro-follicular enteritia that prevailed in:
Gotingen in 1760 and 1761, give very beautiful and accurate draw-.
inga of the mucous follicles in a state of abnormul development.

Second stage.~The vomiting which, in the commencement,
was more or, less. frequent now, occurs but seldom, .while the
diarrheea continues; the stools vary much n appearance, but are
more or less bloody and painful; there js also tunch restlunsness
and the child is observed to draw up its limbs at the time of ths .
discharge ; the predominating colour of the stools ir d urk green,
looking like chopped spinach ; the colour, however, is occasionally:
lighter, but mixed.with portions of & darker hue, or with lumps of .

yellow;more‘ or lees gurdled, - They arc-often of a bright yellow’



