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I do not design in tlie present paper to enter into any detail respect-
in- the -%Nhole of the discoveries of the French in North Ainerica, but
in prcsenting to the Institute a collection of tracings fromn old French
mnaps, more pectuliarly relating to Weèstern Canada, 1 propose to offer
some remarks iii illustration of them.

A very exaggerated impression has gone abroad as to the extent and
accuracy of'the knowledge possessed by the Frenchi of the country
wvhich they occnpied> and I have more than once scen it assertcd in the
public prints, that they knew more of the interior than we do even
now, cxccpting in those part's w1iichi have been actually surveycd and
laid out for settiemnent. It is flot always easy to trace the origin of
sucli popularly received opinions, which are repeatcd tili they becorne
acceptcd, -without inquiry, as acknowledged. facts; but, in the presenit
instance, the imprcssion seems to hiave arisen fromn a series of mnaps,
-possessed. by the Library of Parliamient, which have bcen copicd from
those which aïe presèrvcdein the varions archives in F rance. To speak
of, these mnaps, however, as surveys, as 1 have, heard them. desëiibed, is
to do thiem by nô rneains justice. They make no0 pretensions to any
such accuracy. The great majority of them, except some plans of
towns aiid particular localities in Lower Canada, are'rougli ddlineatiôns
of the counltry, either fromn the personal obýervatio1L of the explorers,
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